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abl e of ſuch Chapters,as are 
handled in this Booke 


following. 


| b4s the fir Chapter is contained the abſarditie of CA- 
theiſme and Irreligion,with the confutation thereof. 


In the ſecond and third Chapters, the Chriſlian Reti- 
giom is approned 10 be the only true Religion, againſt the 
Gentiles and all the Infidels in the world. 


In the fourth Chapter, the Religion of CM ahomet is 
confuted. 


In the fifth Chapter, the Church of Romee is diſproned 
to be the true Church of God. 


In the ſixth Chapter, the Brownifts and Barrowiſts, 
with their deteſtable Schiſmes are conſuted, and our 
Church approncd to be the onely true Church of God, 
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GODS ARROW 
AGAINST ATHEISME, 
AND IRRELIGION. 


CHaAP. IL 
That there is a God: and that he ought to 


be worſhipped. 


>» Theilme and Irreligion was cuecr 1. Arg | 
odious euen among the Heathen Conſent of the 
themſclues:inſomuch as that Pro. HeathE,&con. 
tagorafor that he doubted whe f*ilion of all 
ther there were any God or no, 2599s: 
was by the Athenians baniſhed 
out of their countrey. Diagoras 

| = <Z was {uch anotorious Infidel, that 
hee held there was no G OD; him, and all ſuch like A- 
weep the very Heathens haue abhorred and deteſted, 
as being more like rude beaſts, then reaſonable men : for 
Cicero, the Heathen Philoſopher doth condemne them 
all, and further faith, that there was newer any Nation Cicero lib, de 
ſo ſauage , or people {o barbarous » bat alwaies confeſſed naliura Deor, 
therewas a God: whercunto they were led cuen by the 
light ofnature,and naturall inſtin&, For, the very fame js 2+ Arg. 
confirmed by the common vſe of all Heathens,in lifting v ———— 

. ure. 
their cyes and hands to heauen,in any ſudden diſtreſle that ;,,,,; :. 
commeth vpon them. Yea,by experience of all ages it hath 4yawg. 
beene prooued that Atheiſts rhemſclues, thar is, ſuch as in 
their health and proſperity, for more liberty of ſinning, 
would ftriue againſt the being of a God, when they came 
to die or fall into great miſery, they of all other would 
A 3 ſhew 


Seneca lib x, 
de Fras 

3. Arg, 
Confeſſion 
& experience 


of Aikeiſts 
thenſclucs, 


Sueton.in 
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ſhew themſclues moſt fearetull of this God,as Sexeca him. 

{clf declareth:inſomuch as Zexo the Philoſopher was wont 

to ſaythat it {cemed to him a more ſubſtantiall proofe of 
this matter; to heare an Atheiſt at his dying day, preach 

God(when he ashed God and all the world forginenes )the to 

heare all the Philo{ophers in the world ditpute the point : 

far that at this inſtant of death & miſery, it is like that ſuch 

do ſpeak in carnelſt & ſobriety of ſpirit, who bctore in their 

wantonnes _—_ God.Itis remembred of Caius Cali. 


Calig, 1.51, £#1a (that wicked and incefluous Emperour)that hee was a 


Dion inCali- 
gn lt, 


4. Arg. 
Difference and 
conſcience of 
goodand euill. 


notablc corner and contemner of God, and made no rec- 
koning of any otherto be God bur himlelfe; yer this abo. 
minable and wicked Atheift,as God left him not vnpuni. 
ſhed(for by his iuſt iydgement he was ſlaine by ome of his 
own officers):{ſo whileſt he liued he was wont(as the Hiſto. 
riographers report of him ) atthe terrible thundring and 
lightning,not = to couer his head, but allo to =. reg 
{elfe vnder his bed, and there to hide himſelfe Br feare. 
Whence,]I pray you,camethis feare ypon him; but that his - 
owne mm did tell him (howlſocuer in words per. 
chice he would not affirme ſo much) that there was a God 
jn heauen,able to quail &.caſt down his pride & al the Eqz. 
erours of the world,if he liſted, whoſe thunderbolts were 
0 terrible,as that iuſtly by his own example he ſhewed, he 
was to be feared of all the world? And hereof it is that fome 
fay,that God is called Dexs, of the Greeke word Theos, 
which fignifieth feare,becauſe the feare of him is planted 
and ingraffcd in the very natures and conſcience of allrea- 
ſonable creaturegyea cuen in the conſcience of the greateſt 
contemnners, and rankeſt Atheiſts of the world : who, ſay 
what they liſt,and do what they hiſt, yet ſhall they neuer be 
able to roote out this was" fo : namely, thatchere is a 
God, whole feare is ingrauen in the hearts of all men. And 
whence, TI pray you,cometh ſhame in men ofter an offence 
committed: Or why ſhould men(by naturall inſtinct)pur a 
difterence between vertue and vice,good and euill, if there 
were not a God, who becauſe he loucth the one, and hateth 
the other,hath written that difference in cucry wans hart ? 
| Thercfore 
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Therefore conclude, that eucry mans knowledge, conſci. 
ence,and fecling,isin ſtead of a thouſand witneſſes rocon- 
uince him(whoſocuer hee be) that there is a God which is 
to be feared, which hateth iniquitie and wicked waies,and 
which in time of trouble and deepe diſtreſſe is to be ſought 
vnto for refuge and reliefe,as the aCts of the very 7 
themſclues doe plainly demonſtrate, | 

2 Morcouer,as God is to be felc ſenſibly in every mans ,, Arp, 
conſcience,ſo is he to be ſecne viibly(it I may lo ſpeake)in The creation 
the creation ofthe world,& of all things therin contained : of the world, 
for that this world had a beginning, all the excellent Phi- 
loſophers that cuer were, haue agreed, except Ariſtotle for Vide Plutarch. 
a time, who held a fancy,that this world had no beginning, de placit. philof; 
but was from all eternity : but at laſt in his old age, he con- - if _ - p 
feſſed and held the contrary,in his book De mwwwndo, which _ - —_ | 
he wroteto King -4/exander (which booke [n/ſtin Martyr Plotin,lib.de 
eſtcemed greatly,and called it the Epitome of al Arsforlrs mundo. 
true Philoſophy) This then being ſo, that the world had a 19m - 
beginning,it muſt needes follow, that it had an efficient a_s 
cauſe or maker thereof. I demaund then who it was that 
made it?If you ſay it made it ſelf, tis abſurd: for how could 
it make it {elfe before it ſelfe was made,and when it had no 
being atal?If you ſay that ſomthing within the wortd made 
the world,that is,that ſome one part of the world made the 
whole,that is more 2bſurd: for it is as much as if ami ſhold 
fay,that the finger(and this before it was a finger or part of 
the body) did make the whole body. Wherciore it may be 
conuinced by force of this argument(which is plainely de- 
monſtratiue)that a greater and more excellent thing then is 
the whole world put together ; yea,thatſomething which 
was before heauen and carth were made, was & muſt needs 
be the maker and framer of this world : and this can be no- 
thing elſe but God the Creator of al rhings,who was before | 
all his Crearwres.& is termed in the ſacred writings, Alpha 
and Omega,the firſt & thelaſt : for that he only was with 
out beginning himſelfe,and ſhall bee and remaine without 
ending, For he is cternall, being the Primus Motor, and the 
only Almighty Creator of al things.So true is it which Pas! 
4 the 


Rom.1 20, 


AT.17.2.9« 


G, Arg. 


The mercies 
and bleſſings 
of God. 
Heb.11.2, 
Geatſct. 
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the Apoltle doth teſtifie, when hee faith, that the inwiſible 
things of Go4,(that is,bu eternall power and dinine Eſſence ) 
are ſeene perfetty in the creation of the world, being percei- 
wed by bis works which he hath made Tftherfore men would 


| but caſt vp their eyes to heauen,& from thence look down 


againc vpon the earth, and ſo beholde the excellent beau- 
and building of this world, they cannot be ſo ſottiſh or 
ull conceited, but they muſt know there was and is a God 
which was the maker of them,and be moued in ſome fort 
to glorifie ſo incomparable and excellent a Creator. Yea, 
the Poets and others haue affirmed of God,that he is Pater 
haminum, the Father of men, to ſhew that men haue their 
originall and creation fiom him : ſo that if we ſhould draw 
our eyes from the bcholding of the great world,and conſi- 
der but Man ( who for his beauty and excellency is called 
in Greeke, mcrocoſmos, the little world ) (till wee ſhall be 
enforced to acknowledge God the Author of vs,the Father 
and Creater of vs. So truc is that which Pas/ the Apoſtle 
noteth out of the Poet Aratus,which ſaith,that Eix proge- 
nies ſumus ; Wee are the iſſue or of-{pring of God. And as 
true it is, which heefurther faith in that ol that /» him 
we lme,moue,and baue our being, And theretore we owe all 
durifull obedience and ſubie&ion vnto him, which duty 


and nature commands vs to performe in regard of our 


' creation.For the ſonne honourcth his father by natural du- 


ty,and all men arc naturally carricd to be gratefull to their 
founders to whom they are ſpecially bound, and whom 
they ought not to forget, neither will, except they be cx- 
treame vnthanktull and diflolute. 

3 Not only the creation of the world,and of all things 
therein contained, doth proclaime that there is a God, who 
is to be honoured for his infinite extended authority and 
almighty power (for he made all things of nothing, onely 
he ſpake the word, and they were created ) but his daily 
bleſſings and benefits ſent downe vpon the carth,do ſhew 
allo there is a God, ( which is prouident, and hath care of 
men, and therefore of men to be praiſed, thanked, and 
glorified for eucr). For truc it is which Saint Pap! faith in 


this 
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wh. 
this behalfe,that God /efe nor himſelfe without witnes when 40.14.17. 


he beſtowed benefits from heanen, gining vnto vs raine and 
ſeaſonable weather ,a»d filling onr harts with meat and plad- 
wes.By means of theſe & all other his bleſſings,men might, 
and (till may daily be induced not onely to belecue thar 
there is a God from whom they receiue all theſe, bur alſo 
ro acknowledge and attribute all praiſe and thankſgiving 
vnto him,as to their firſt principall and ſpeciall benetaCtor, 
For the Oxe doth know his owner,and the Aﬀſe his Maſter, 
feeder,and maintainer. And therefore how can it bee but 
reaſonable men ſhould nuch more know God, not onely 
their firſt founder and Creator,but their daily feeder, pre- 
ſeruer,keeper and vpholder? For fo oft as they thinke vpon 
theſe things,and ſee and haue them, they cannot chuſe but 
be put in minde of God the ſender and Author of them all, 
and be moucd with a gratcfull minde towards him : And 
hereof is it that he is called Dens,a dando, Of gining : And 
in Engliſh we call God,q#4/7 goed, becauſe he is onely and 


erfectly good of himſelte alone,and the giuer of all good- 21.19.17. 
neſle,and of all good gifts and bleſſings vnto others ; from lam.1.17. 
whom, as from the fountaine, all benefits whatſocuer doc Rom. 18, 19. . 


come,deſcend,flow,and be deriued vnto them. 
4 Imight heere ſhew how God is alſo knowneto the 


world by his iudgements ypon wicked and vnrighteous The iudge; 
p_—_ diuers times he maketh viſible examples of P<2t5 © 
1 


is ſeueritie and juſtice (if men did well confider them ) : 
for hereby alſo hath God manifeſted himſelfe, as Paw/the | 
Apoſtle teacheth, Theſe premiſes, I truſt, may ſuffice, (if 
there:were no more to be ſaid) : for by them we may cafily 
{ce and prouc, that there is a God which created the world, 
and all things therein ; which preſeructh and vpholdeth 
the ſame with his mighty puiſſance, ſupporteth the earth, 
and all the creatures thereof with his prouidence and hel- 
ping hand. Yea, beſide the Heauens and the Earth, which 
arc the worke of his hands, eucry mans owne conſcience 
doth plentifully teach (as I ſaid before)th1t there ts a God, 
which is to be feared. For howſocuer many a man that hath 
ſpent his life in a wicked way, and moſt damnable _— 
cou 


. Pjalm.14.1, 
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. could wiſh in his heart there were no God, becauſe he ſeeth 


God no otherwiſe then in his vengeance : yea, howſocuer 
many a wicked perſon doth {ooth himſelfe in his wickede 
nefle,and flatteringly ſay vnto himſelfe (like the foole in 
the Plalmes) There i no God : yctat other times his owne 
conſcience will ſoprouoke him, and enforce this matter, 
(that there is a God)that with horror andaread of him,it wil 
make him quake, feare and tremble : for the feare of him is 
ſo deepely printed in the natures of all men,as that it is im- 
poſſible to ſhakeir off. And (whichis more) a kinde of de- 
uotion to worſhip him, being the Creator and preſerucr of 
men,and of all things elſe, and the prouident father of all, 
is planted, and inſeparably fixed inthe hearts of all men : 
though all men of all Nations know not howto worſhi 
him aright,and in ſuch ſort as he requireth.This is manifeſt 
by the examples of all Nations and people in the world, 
who all haue ſome one kind of religion or other,though all 
finde not the right religion. All -_ deuoted to the wor- 
ſhip of God, howlocuer all doe not find out the true God, 
nor his right manner of worſhip, but worſhip him accor- 
ding to the deuices of their owne braine. Conſidering then 
that there is no Natiom;ynder the Sunne ſo barbarous (nor 
euer was ) but aimed at the worſhip of God, and either 
worſhipped him,or ſomething elſe in his place : it appea- 
reth to be a moſt yaine and fooliſh conceit which Atheiſts 
ſometime vtter ; namely, that religion is nothing elſe but 
a matter of policie,or a politicke x ove of humane inuen- 
tion : for it is cuident, = religious affe&tion to worſhip 
God is naturally ſeated (and euer was) in the hearts of all 
men : and the conſcience of eucry man,euen of the greateſt 
{corner and contemner of God, which ſometinics trem- 
bleth beforc his 1udgement ſeate,doth abundantly teſtifie, 
that a religious deuotion of feare towards God is bred 
and borne with cuecy man,and therefore it cannot bee any 
policy of humane inuention : in as much as if there were 
no lawes of men, yet this religious affeCtion to worſhip 
CGod,and the feare of him, would and doth remaine writ- 


- 


ten by the finger of God, in the hearts and conſciences of 


all 
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all menliuing,how rude, ſauage or barbarous ſocuer they 
be. What law of men] pra'y,was there, to make Caligula 
the Emperour,when hee heard the terrible thundering in 
the aire, and ſaw the flaſhing flames of lightning about 
him,to run vnder his bed, and to hide himſelfe for feare of 
this terrible and great God? Or what maketh the rankeft 
Atheiſt in the world in the like cale,& at the like tempeſt, 
to doe thelike? Or what made the Heathen in any dange- 
rous or ſudden diſtrefle to lift yp their cies or hands to hea- 
uen, mightily to feare and to be aſtoniſhed ? None can {ay 
it is the law of men,for no law of men dothinforce this at- 
temprt.But it is a-natural inſtinct of the feare of C_—_ 
he hath offended, and whoſe vengeance he dreadeth, and 
from whom he thinketh ſuccour may come ) ſeatcd in all 
mens hearts cuen from their Natinity, which doth make- 
him to feare, and cauſc him to ſeeke to God for refuge. Let 
this therefore remaine firme and moſt vndoubtcd, that the: - 
feare of the great God,and a religions diſpoſition to worſhip 
the [ame God, is not enforced by the lawes of men, but natu« 
rally ſowen in the hearts of allmen,though all finde not out, 
nor obſerue the right religion. Let vs therefore now ſeeke 
and ſearch out which is 7 he true Religion, which is accep- 
table to God, and which without wauering and doubting 
is to be obſerued of men, For all Nations and people haue- 
a kind of religion (as I ſaid betore)bur all haue not the true- 
and right religion. 1 


Crap, II. 
Wherein and in the next Chapter i: ſhewed that the Chriſ?:« 
an Rel1gion,is the only irne Religion in the world, and 
wherewith onely God is pleaſed. 


p,-7 C N ancient times all the world was diuided 

and diſtinguiſhed into Iewes, and Gentiles ;- 
and this diſtinction doth, and may fiyre- 
maine among vs: if therefore I can- prooue 
the truth of this our Chriſtian Religion againſt both 


Iewes,and Gentiles, I ſhall then proouc- it againſt all the 
world.. 
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world. In this Chapter I will firſt prooue it againſt the 
Chriftianreli- Jewes, and inthe next againſt rhe Gentiles, Concerning 
gion proued the Iewes,they will eaſily grant our Religion to be the true 
to be tzerrue Reſjpion, if wee can Prooue Icſus Chriſt ( whom wee be- 
_— 3 teeuc)to bethat Aecſſias which was foretold by their Pro- 
a and0t phets, bcing the true and yndoubred Prophets of G OD. 
Chriſt isthe And this we are ſure may cafily bee prooued : and therc- 
Mcfltah. forc in vaine doe the Iewes looke for any other Meſſtas, 
then he that i already come,namely, leſus Chrift our Medr- 
atour, Sauiour,and Redeemerin whom Godhts Father is wel 
plealed,and for whoſe ſale ( if we beleene in him ) he will not 
be offendedwith vs ,bmt be reconciled to 15,05 ſane vs,What- 
Chriſt therrue ſocuer was forctold to belong vnto their Meſſias, is fully 
Meiſiah. © nerformed,and perfeQly accompliſhed in our Jeſus Chriſt, 
Thegenerall - 1; no other : and therfore our Teſus was,and is the true 

and maine ar 
gument, Meſſias,and no other. L et vs herein conſider the markes of 
the Meſſias,wherby he might be knowne : and fo ſhal we 
ſec that our Sauiour Icſus Chriſt is the onely true Meſſias, 

and none but he. . 

Pſal.x.8.22, x One marke for vs to know the Xeſſias by,is,that when 
Eſay 6 hee came, hee ſhould not be knowneor acknowledged to 
Dent 28, be the Meſſiar, but ſhould bee reieRed and refuſed of the 
= 3 hong Iewiſh Nation, to the ende hee might bee put to death a- 
_ , ; mongſtthem,according to the foreappointment and de- 
The firſt proof terminate counſell of God : for had they recciued him for 
that Chriſt was the Meſſias, they would neuer haue vicd him ſo ſhameful- 
the Meſſiah, ly as they did,neither ſhould hee then hauec beene ſlaine a- 
monegſt them, as was foretold he ſhould. This then being 
one marke of the £Meſſias, that hee ſhould bee refuſed for 
the Meſſias of the Iewith Nation,and of the chickeſt rulers 
amongſt them, is a great confirmation of our faith, in as 
much as it is found fully performed in our Sauiour Ieſus 
Chriſt, whom they ſcorned,reie&ted, condemned, and put 
to death. And therefore,as if the Iewiſh Nation had recci- 
ued our Ieſus for the Meſſias, it had beene an vndoubted 
argument that he had not beene the right CMeſſias ; ſo on 
the other fide becauſe they did refuſc him, it is a very 
ſtrong perſwafton to vs, that hee was,and is the very true 


HMeſſias 
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Meſſia indeede.In vaine therefore itis, if any do looke for 

ſuch a Ae/Jias as ſhould be wholly receined of the Tewiſh 

Nation : for none {ugh was promiſed, yea it was foretolde 

(contrariwiſe) that hee ſhould bee refuſed of them, as our 

Ieſus was : that ſo he might be made an offering for ſinne, 

according to the preordination of God, 

2 It was foretold of the 1ſefſſias that he ſhould be born» 1 Many other 

ofa Virgin,Eſfay,7.14. Thatthe place of his birth ſhould ® particular 

be Bethlem,Mich. 5. 1. That at his birth all the Tofants 3 P!9%765, 

round about Bethlem ſhould be ſtaine for his fake. Ier.z 7, 

I5. Thatthe Kings of the carth ſhould come and adore 4 

him, and offer gold and other gifts vnto him, Pfal. 71. 10. - 
That he ſhould be preſented in the Temple of Terufalem, 5 | | 
for the greater glory of the ſecond Temple,Mal.3. 1. That 6 

hee ſhouldMie into Egypr,and be recalled thence againe, 

Hol. 1 1.2.That a ftarre ſhould appeare at his birth, to noti- 

fie his: comming into the world, Num. 24.That John Baptiſt g 

(who came in the ſpirit and power of Elias, and therefore 

was called El5as, Luk.1.17. Matth.11.10.14.) ſhould bec 

the meſſenger to-goe beforc him,and. to prepare the way, 

andto cry in the Jefert Mal.z.1 .Mal.4.1. Efay, 40.3. AF- 

ter 9 rey for he ſhould'begin his owne preaching with all ; 
humility,quietneſſe,and clemency of ſpirit, Efa.42. 2. Thar 9 
hee ſhould be poore, abie&t,and of no reputation in this 
world, Efa.53.Dan.g.Zach.g.ler.14. That he ſhould. doe 16 
ſtrange miracles,and heale all diſeaſes, Eay,61.1 That he 11 
ſhould die and be ſlaine for the finnes of his people,Dan.g. 12 
Eſay,5 3. That he ſhould be betrayed by one that put his 13 
hand in the diſh with him, and was his owne Diſciple, Pfal. 
41.ver.9.and Pſa. 5.ver.13.14-That he ſhould be fold for 14 
thirty peeces of filuer, Zach.11.ver{.12. That with thoſe 15 
thirty peeces there-ſhould be bought afterwards,a field of 
potſheards, er. 30. That he ſhould ride into-Teruſalem vp- 16 
on an Aﬀſe before his Paſſion, Zach. 9. 9. That the Iewes 17 
ſhould beate and buffer his face, and dehile the fame with 
ſpitting vpon it,Eſa.50.6.That they ſhould whip his body 18 
before they put him to death, Efa.5 3.2. Pla. 37. 18, That x9 


they ſhould put himto death among thecues and mn 
Ors 2 
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20 &ors: Efay,5 3.12, That they ſhould giue him Vinegar to 
dinke divide his apparell, and caſt lots for his vpper gar- 
21 ment : P{al.68.22.and Pſal.22.14.That the manner of his 
death ſhould be crucifixion, that is,nailing ofhis hands and 
his feet vnto the Crofle : Plal. 22. 16. Zach. 12. That his 
22 {ide ſhould be pierced,& that they ſhould looke vpon him 
23 when they had ſo pierced him: Zach. x2. That heſhould 
> riſe again from death the third day : Pal. 16. 10. Hol. 6.3, 
24 That he ſhould aſcend into heauen,and fit at the right hand 
of his Father (in glory and royaltie, and like a conquering 
potentate ouer-ruling all). PlaL1 10. 1. 2. All theſe things 
and whatſoeuer clſe belonging to the Meſſias, are found 
perfe&ly fulfilled in Teſus Chriſt, and in no other. And 

therefore he alone and no other is the true Meſſias. 
3 Hitherto haue I poken'of ſuch circumſtances and ac- 
cidents,as did belong.ynto the Mefſias, concerning his in- 
; carnation, birth, life, death,buriall, reſurrection, and aſcen- 
ſion into heauen,and there fitting at the right hand of his 
Father : and alſo of his reieRtion by the Tewes, and Iewiſh 
Nation : which thingsalbeitthey be very wonderfull, and 
tufficient to cſtabliſh any mans beleefe in Chriſt Ieſus our 
Lord;in whom only they are found fairhfully fulfilled : yer 
if we ſhall conſider withall, che time of the Meſſias bus ape 
pearing,and when he ſhould come into the world,our faith 

| will be ſo much the more confirmed towards him. 
- ay" as 44«* DanjeltheProphet of God(who liued in the time ofthe 
Ke all, cu firſt Monarchy (forctold that there thould be three Monar- 
ume of Chris Chies more,and the laſt of theſe foure Monarchies greateſt 
comming, ofall: And that in the dayes of this fourth and laſt Monar- 
chy (which was theRomanie Monarchy .or Empire ) the 
eternall King or Mcfſias ſhould come, and build vp Gods 
kingdome throughour all rhe world, And this happened 
accordingly : for Teſus came, and was borne in the fourth 
Monarchy(which was the Romane)namely,in the dayes of 
eAnguſtas the Romance Emperour. But yet let vs goc more 
ſtrictly to the matter. 

The Temple of Teruſalem ( as all'men know ) was buil- 
ded twice : firſt by King Salewon, which laſted about 440. 
yecres 
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yeeres,and then was deſtroyed by Nebaechadnezzar King 
of Babylon .Wherefore about 70. yeeres after, it was buil- 
ded againe by Zerebabel, who reduced the Tewes from 
their Captiuitic. But this ſecond Temple, for pompe and 
riches of the materiall building,was nothing like vnto the 
firſt, (which the old men in the booke of Eſdras doe teſtifie r.f/tr. 2. 
by their weeping, when they ſaw this ſecond, and remem- Agge-2.4. 
bred the firfl)(and which Aggems the Prophet doth expreſ- 428*+2.5- 6. 
ly teſtific). And yer faith God by his Ptophet Aggemns in 7**2 79: 
x & ſame place;that after a while,the Deſired of all Nations 
ſhall come,and then ſhould that ſecond houſe or Temple be fil- £ 
led with glory,and that greater ſhwmld be the glory of this | 
laſt houſe,then of the firſt: Which propheſic was fulfilled 
by the comming of our Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt into this ſe- 
cond Temple: which being perſonally done, was of far grea. 
ter dignity, and more glory thercunto, then any dignit 
whatſoeuer was found in the firſt temple builded by Salo 
wor, It is therefore manifeſt that the Deſired of all Nati- 
ons,that is,the Meſſias ſhould come whileſt the ſecond Tem- Dan.g.26. 
ple food. And ſo doth Daniel alſo fhew that the ſecond 
Temple ( after the buiffding thereof) ſhould not bee de- : 4 
ſroyed yntill the Aeſſias were firſt come and Nlaine, And 
eMalachj the Prophet doth allo molt plainely teſtifie that wal.z.1, & 
he ſhould come during the ſecond Temple. And ſo indeede | 
hee did : for Cbri/ /eſms came into the world during that 
ſecond Temple,and did himſfelfe likewiſe foretel the deſtru- 
ion thereof, ere that generation paſſed, which came to 
paſſe accordingly: for it was deſtroyed about 46. yeeres 
aftcr the aſcenſ10n of our Sauiour into heauen, by Tires, 
fonne to Veſpa/ian the Romane Emperour, Moſt vainely 
therefore doe the Iewes or any other expect for a Meſſias 
ro come,atter the deſtcuction of that ſecond Temple. 
Let vs yet moreouer conlider the propheſic of olde [a= 
cob concerning the particular time of the Meſſias his ap- 
pearing : Come h1ther my children (faith he) hut I maytell Geg gg, 
youthe thingathat are to happen in the latter daies,&c.T he 
ſcepter ſhal not depart from Indah until Shilo come,which i 
the expcitatio of the Gentiles, By Shilo is 1ncant the Me/ias 
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(38 bortflewes and Chriſtians expound it ). This prophe- 
ieſo long foretold, was. performed at the birth of Ieſus 
Chriſt,in the dayes of Herod King of Turie. For fromthe 
time that the ſcepter was gijuen to King Dawxid, (who was 
the firſt King of the tribe of [nd4b) it did not depart from 
that tribe, but remained alwaics in it vntill the dayes of 
King Hered ; in whoſe time,and not yntill whoſe time, all 
goucrnment was taken away,and cleane departed from the 
tribe of /udah and committed to a ſtranger : and therefore 
in thetime of Herod was the £Mefſias to bee borne, and 
neither before nor after his time. That the ſcepter or go- 
uernment was not cleanc taken away,or departed from the 
houſe of [ndah,(after it was once ſcticd in it, in the perſon 
of King Dawid Jeucn til the dayes of Herod the King,is eui- 
dent : for from Danrd(who was the firſt King of that tribe) 


* vnto Zedechias that died in the Captivity of Babylon, the 


Scripture ſheweth how all the Kings deſcended of the 
houle of /udab : Andduring the time of their captiuitie in 
Babylon ( which was ſeuenty yeeres ) the Iewes were al- 
waiespermitted to glgjuſe ynto t 

the houſe of /udah Ao they called Reſchgalnts). And 
after their deliuerie from Babylon, Zerobabel was their YO 
uernour of the ſame ideas ſo others after him vntill you 
come to the EMachabees, who were both gouemours and 
Prieſts; for that they were of the mothers fide of the tribe 
of [udah, and by the fathers fide of the tribe of Lewe, ( as 


Rabb: Kimbi aftrmeth) and fo from theſe men dowre to 


Hircanw King of Tury, who was the laſt King which was 
lincally deſcended of the houſe of Danid, and of the tribe 
of /udah, 

For after Hircanns, came the afore-named Hered, a 
meeye ſtranger,whoſle father ( as [oſephns, who well knew, 
reportcth) was called Antipater, and came out of /dumeaa: 
he came into acquaintance and fauour with the Romans, 
partly by his ſaid fathers meanes ( who was, as /oſepbys 
ſaith, a well monied man, induſtrious, and faftious) and 
partly by his owne diligence and ambition, being of him- 
lelfe bak wittic, beautifull, and of moſt excellent and rare 
qualities 


clues a gouernour «© 


\- 
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qualities,by which. commendations hee came at length to 
marry the daughter of Hereanss aforelaid, King of Jewrie, 
and by this marriage obtained of his father in law to bee 
chief gouernour and ruler ofthe Prouince and land of Ga. 
lilee vader him.Burt Hirca»ws afterwards in a battel againſt 
the Parthians, fell into their hands, and was taken and car- 
ried priſoner into Parthia, | 

Herod then tooke his iourney to Rome,and there he ob 


rained to be created King of Iewry,withour any title or in. 


tereſt in the world : for that not only his father in law, Hir- 
canus,was then liuing in Parthia;bur alſo his younger bro 
ther Ar:Htobulus, ma. three of his ſonnes, viz. ( Antigonws, 
Alexander, & Ariſtobulns)with diuers others of the blood 
Royall in Iewry were aliue alſo, 


Herod then hauing procured by this meanes to be King 7oſeb.lib.r g. 
Ph to haue 1n his hands the King Hir- Antiq, 


of Iewrie,procured 
canns, and fo put himto death. Hee brought alſo tothe. 
fame end his younger brother ArFobalws, and his three 
ſonnes likewiſe. He put to death alſo his owne wife Af4- 
riammes,Which was King Hircancy daughter,as alſo Alex- 
arndra her mother, and ſoone after two of his owne ſonnes 


which he had by the ſame Marlemmes, for that they were - 


of the blood Royall of Iuda: and a little after that againe, 
; _ to death his third ſon, named Antiparer. He cauſed 
0 to bee laine fortic of the chiefeſt Noble men of the 


ſame Tribe of Iudah. And as Phrls the Tew (whio lived at Philo 6b.de 
the ſame time with him) writeth, He pat to death all the temp. 


Sawbearin ; that is, the twenty ſeuen Senators or Elders of 
the Tribe of Iudah that ruled the people.He killed the chief 
of the ſeCt of the Phariſies. He burned the genealogies of 
all the Kings and Princes of the houle of ludah , and cauſed 
one Nicolaus Damaſcenns, an Hiſtoriographer, that was 
his {eruant, to draw out a pedegree for himand his line, 
as though he had deſcended from the ancient Kings of Iu- 
dah, Hee tranſlated the Prieſthood and fold it to ftran- 
gers, And finally, he ſo razed, diſperſed and mangled the 
- houſe of Iudah, in ſuch fort, as no one 5or of gowernment or 
principality remaimedihercin, Now then inthe daics of this 

_ | 
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King Herod, and not till then was: the Scepter, that is,the 
goucrnment departed from Tudah; and'therefore then,and 
not till chen,was the Meſſ1as to appeare, according to thar 
rophecic of /acob,and ſo it came to paſle accordingly: for 
Chriſt Icſus the true and vndoubted Mefſſias was then 
borne,v:z. in the time of Herod King of Iewric. In vaine 
therefore doe the Tewes, or any other, looke for any other 
Mcſhas to come after the daics of that Herod, in whoſe 
time (and not before) was the Scepter and all principalitie 
and gouernment departed vtterly from the houſe of Tudah: 
and therefore in his time, and neither before nor after, was 
the Meſſias to appeare and come, according to /acobs pro- 
phecie. 
Danicl the Prophet yet goeth neerer to work, and forc- 
& ſheweth euen the very day, and time of the day when the 
*%” Mcſhas ſhould be (laine A the {innes of the people : for in 
X the firſt ycere of Darixs, lonne of Ahaſneru. King of the 
£33 Medes,about the time of the eucning oblation,he praicd to 
his God for the people and their deliverance, in as much as 
then he perceiued, thatghe ſeuentie yeeres of their captiui- 
tie (forertold by [eremy ) were now come to an end. 


Oblation God ſent his mg Gabriel to ſignifie andThew 
ynto hin,that at the very beginning of his ſupplications, 
the commandement came forth for the returne of the pco- 


"0 ple from their ww to build againe Terufalem; and 
vZ ſhewerh likewiſe, that as the people had now beenc in the 
\.9 captiuitic of Babylon feuentic yceres, and then were deli- 
(R uered from that their earthly bondage : 1o ir ſhould come 


to paſſe, that within ſcucntic weekes of yeeres,the Meſſias 
ſhould come,who ſhould fiviſh wickednes,feale vp ſinnes, 


WARY blot our iniquirie, and bring in cuerlaſting righteouſneſle, 

EW and be a dcliuerer not only = the outward, but from the 
Net ſpirituall Babylon,and helliſh Egypt, 

ID The words of the Angell be thele following : Ar the ve- 

? ry beginning of thy Supplications, the commandement came 


forth : and [ am come 10 ſhew thee, for thou art greatly belo- 
#ed: therfore underſtand the matter,and conſider the viſion, 


: 
= 


So Daniel thus praying, about that time of the cuening 


Senentie. 


wy 
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Il < 
Seuentieweekes are determined oner thy people,and ower th 2M IT Xs 
holy Citie to finiſh wickedues, and to ſeale vp ſins, and to bjg $ A(t: 

ont iniquity,and to bring in euerla/%ng righteouſnes,to ſpale il | [- 

<p the viſion and prophecie,and to anoint the Holy op Nope | q ( 7 
LIES, or the Mosr HoLy. Know thercfore and vnderitaln p ” / 3 
that from the going forth of the commandement,to bring ad ——— F 
= gaine the prople,and to bald leruſalem,vnto MESStam THEs . 
 v PRINCE, there ſball be ſeuen weekes, and threeſtore and two 


k * weekhes,oc, After theſe threeſcore and two weeks ſhall Mes- 


»} 


- 


_ SIAH be ſlaine,and not for himſelfe.cc. He fall confirme rhe C/ 
> C0u-nant with many for one weeke, and in the middeſ? of the 
we: he he ſhall canſe the Sacrifice and the Otlation to ceaſe, 
For the better vnderſtanding of which words,it muſtbe re- gypogrion of 
.\, membred,that this word Hebdomaadzs, fignifying a weeke, Daniels pro. 
) or ſcuen,is ſometimes taken for a wecke of daies, that is,ſe- phecie. 
4 uen daics; and then it is called Hebdomada drerum, a week 
of daies; as in this prophecie of D -»:et he ſaith of himſclfe, par.zo.2. 
that he did monrnethree weebes of daies. But at other times 
- it ſignifieth the ſpace of ſcuen yeers, and that is called Hebs y,,;, 25.9.0 
detnada annorum.a weeke of yeeres,as in Leuit.25.8.where cap.23.c alibi 
it is ſaid, 7 how ſhalt nuwber vntothee ſcnen weeks of yeeres, poſtea, 
that is, ſewer times ſenen yeeres, which make fortie and nine 
yeeres, | 
Now it is moſt certaine that theſe ſeuentie weekes are 
to be vnderſtood of weekes of yeeres, and not of daies, for 
that cuen, by the Iewes owne confeſſion, as allo by rhe 
bookes of Eſdras it is manifeſt, that the Temple and Teru- 
falem were many yeeres in building-before' they were ft- 
niſhed, Theſe ([euentie weekes of yeeres therefore are ſe 
uen times ſeuentie yeeres, which make in a ſumme totall, 
foure hundred and ninetic yceres, within which time the 
Meſſias ſhould be {laine : for from the going foorth of the 
commandement to bring the people te". againe, and 
to build Teruſalem, ( which commandement went foorth 
at the beginning of his ſupplications ; which were the firſt 
yeere of Darims, as the text ſheweth )vato the time that 
Meſſiah the Prince was anointed to preach the King- 
dome of G OD, which was after his baptiſme, when hee 
B 2 began 


v 


2 
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began to be about thirtie yecres of age)there muſt be ſeuen 
weekes, and threeſcore and two weekes, that is, fortie and 
nine weckes, which make foure hundred, foureſcore, and 
three yeers : which number of yeers being rightly accoun- 
ted from that time of Darixs,wherein the commandement 
went forth, are fully accompliſhed in the fifteenth yeere of 
Tiberim (ſar : at which time Chriſt Ieſus was baptized 
and anointed by the ſpirit of God, deſcendirig down ypon 
him in the forme of a Doue, a voice alſo being heard == 
heauen, ſaying ; This s my belowed Sonne in whom 1 am well 
leaſed. | 

; Yet is there one weeke more to make vp the number of 
ſeuenty,in the midſt of which weeke the Meſſiah ſhould be 
flaine,which cameto paſle accordingly : for in the midſt of 
that weeke,that is,about three yeers & a halfe after Chriſts 
bapriſme, Chriſt Ieſus the true Mefſias was put to death, 
and died for our fins, which was in the eighteenth yeere of 
Tiberius Ceſar. In vaine therefore doe the Tewes or any 0- 
ther looke for another Meſhas to come,after the daics of 
that Tiberius (eſar,the Romane Emperour. 

4 The Scriptures do ſhew that the Mefſias ſhould come 


| of theſeede of Dawid, according to the words of God, [ 


hawe ſworne vnto Danid my ſernant,1 will prepare thy ſeeds 
for ener ,and will build vp thy ſeate to al generations, Which 
cannot be applied to _ Salomon his ſonne (as the latter 
IJewes applie it ) : for theſe words, that his kingdome ſhall 
ſtand for euer,and for all eternity, cannot be verified in S4= 
tomon,whoſe carthly kin m was rent and torne in pee- 
ces ſtraight after his death by /cyoboam, and not long after 
as it were extinguiſhed : neither can my be vnderſtood of 
any terreſtrial King : but they muſt needes bee vnderſtood 
of aneternall King, which ſhould come of Dawids ſeede, 
Thepromiſe then made to David for Chriſt to come of his 
ſeede,is againe repeated after his death by many Prophets, 
and et vena by God : as in Jeremy, where God vſeth 
theſe words ; Behold, the daies come on, that I will raiſe vp 


ler,23.6.44c, Vnts Davida inft ſeeds, and hee ſhall raigne a King , and 


& 33.16, 


ſhall bee wiſe , and ſhall doe indgement and initice vpon 


earth 
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4 
earth,and in his daies ſhal Inda be ſaued,and Iſrael ſhal Pi. | 


confidently,and this is the name that men ſhall call hins, Our 
inſt God. All this was ſpoken of Dawid aboue foure hun- 
dred yeeres after Daw:d was dead : which prooueth mani. 
feſtly that the promiſes and ſpeeches were not made ynto 
King Danid,tor Salomon his fonne, nor for any other tem- 
porall King of Dawids line,bur for Chriſt, who was parti- 
cularly called the ſonne of Dazid: for that Dazid was the 
firſt King of the Tribe of /xdah, and not onely was Chriſts 
progenitor in the fleſh, but alſo did beare his type and fi- 
oure in many other things. For which cauſe likewiſe in E- 
zechijel(who lued about theſame time that /eremy did)che 
Meſlias is called by the name of Daxid himſelfe : for thus 


faith God at that time to Ezechiel: [ wil ſane my flecke,nei- Extch.34-3. 
ther ſhal they any longer be left to the ſpoile: I wil ſet oner the ©* 


a ſhepherd and he ſhal feed them,cnen Danid my ſernant,he 
[hal feed them,and he ſhal be their ſhepheard,ey | wil be theer 
God,and my ſeruant Dauidſhal be their Prince, In which 
words,not only we that are Chriſtians, but the latter Tewes 
alſo themſelues doe confefſe in the Thalmud, that their 
Meflias is called Daxid, for that hee was to deſcend of his 
ſleede. 

Now then let vs ſee whether Ieſus Chriſt our Lord did 
come of the ſeede of Danid, as was forctold the Mefſias 
ſhould. Ir is plaine that he did, for neuer any man doubted 
or denied, but that TIeſus was direCtly of the tribe of [ndab, 
and deſcended lineally,by his mother,of the onely houſe of 
Danid (as was forctold hee ſhould ) : which is confirmed 


moſt cleerly by the two genealogies & pedegrees ſet down £4 3: 
of he bleſſed Viagſne - Matth, 1. 


by Saint © Matthew and Saint Luke, 
whole deſcent from Damid and /oſepb, that was of the ſame 
tribe and kindred with her : for according to the law of the 
lewes,they vied to marry in their owne tribe. And therfore 
the Euangcliſts ſhewing the line of /o/eph, do thereby alſo 
declare the lincage and ſtocke of Mary,(the mother of Te- 
ſus) as being a thing then ſufficiently knowne vnto all, 
though they ſpeake no more. ; 
Secondly it is confirmed by their repairing vnto Beth= 
B leem 
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lcem (when commandement was giuen by Auguſtus Ce- 
ſar, that euery one ſhould repaire to the head "= of their 
Tribe and family,to be tax d. or {efſed for their tribute) for 
by their goin hither it is ſhewed, that they were both of 
the lineage of Dana, in as much as Bethleem was the pro- 
per City only of them that were of the houſe and lineage of 
D ta, tor that King Dauid was borne therein, 

Thirdly,it may appeare by.this, for that the Iewes who 
ſought our all exceptions they could againſt him, yet neuer 
exceptcd this, nor alleaged againſt him, that he was not of 
the houle of /«da, nor of the houſe of David : which the 
would ncuer have omitted,if they might haue done it with 
any colour:for ſuch a ſpeech (if it could truly haue bin fpo- 
ken) would cafily haue conuinced our Ictus not to bee the 
truc Mefſias. But it appearcth they ncucr doubred of this, 
Yea,I adde further, that it anon: regiſtred in the Iewes 
Thalmud it ſelfe,that leſus of Nazarcth crucified was of the 
blood royal,from Z:robabel of the houſe of Danid. Wher- 
with agreeth that ſaying of Paw/ the Apoſtle, where hee te- 
ftifieth thus; /eſua Chriſt was borne of x ſeed of Danid ace 
cording vnto the fleſh,though he were alſo the Son of God in 
power,accordimng to the ſpirit of ſanitification, 

5 That the Mother of Teſus was a Virgin, is plentifully 
teſtified by the Euangdliſts:and that fo the Meſſias mother 
ſhould be,rhe Scriptures of the Ieves do ſufficiently ſhew. 
For in Ef.y 7. 14-itistoldas a ſtrange thing to King = 
chas (and ſo it is indeed) that a Virgin ſhould conceiue and 
bring forth a Sonne, and they ſhould call his name Em 
manuel, that is,Ged with 15, Which could not be ſtrange,if 
the Hebrew wordin that place did ſignific onely a young 
woman (as ſome later Rabbines doe affirme) for that is no 
ſtrange or new thing, but common and ordinary for young 
women to concciue and bearc_children : wherctore the 
Sepruagint aoe rightly tranſlate the word Parthener, 
which properly and fully Ggnificth a Virgin,and ſo did alſo 
the Elder Iewes vnderſtand it,as Rabbi Srm:on well noteth, 
And Kabbr Moſes Hadarſan = ſingular credit among 
the Iewes)vpon theſe words of thePlalme; 7r#th ſhallbud 
| forth 
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forth of the earth,taith that it is not ſaid, 7 ruth ſhall be im- ral» Moles, 
gendred of the earth, but Truth ſhall bud foorth ; to fignifie Hodar(.in 
thereby,that the Mcſſias(who is n'eant by the word 17uth) ©/4t-14. 
ſhall not be begotten as other men in carnali copulation : Rab. Moſ: 
he allo citeth Rabb; Berechixe to bee of the ſame opinion : 14,4 ;aGen 22, 
and finally Rabbi FHacado!ch proucth by art Cabalifticall Rab. Harad.ad 
out of many places of Scripture, not onely that the mother 9*/t.3. i» Eſay 
of the Meſſ'a: ſhall be a Virgin, bur allo that hcr name ſhall *7' ? 4; 
be Mary. Likeas alto the fime Kabbi Hacadeſch pro- _ = * 

ueth by the ſame art out of many texts of ſcripture,that the ** 
Meſſias name at his comming ſhall be Teſus. And that the ter, 31.22, 
mother of the Mcffi2s ſhould bee a Virgin, may further ap- 

peare in the prophecie of /eremy, where God faith, / will 

worke anew thing vpon earth, Awomar ſhall infiron er in- 

cloſe a man : which were no new thing, but viſual and won- 
ted,except hee vnderſtood of a Virgin that ſhould beare a 

chitde. 

6 Now becauſe Chriſt Teſus by the wonderfull workes 

and ſurpaſſing miracles which hce did, being ſuch as no 

man could doe{if hce had been but a bare man) as alſo by 

his heauenly doctrine,words, and deedes did declare him- 

ſclfe to be ; 0 Sonne of God, ſent from the boſome of his 

Father, lct vs allo as wee hauc found the Mcihas to bee 

man,ſo ſearch whether hee ought not to bee Godallo,The 

ſacred Scriptures of the Tewes giue an{were, that hee ought 

to bee God allo, and fo to bee both God and man. Which F/ap 7.14. 
thing is ſign1fhied by the Prophet Eſ.y, when he ſaith: 7 hey 
ſha! call his name Emmannel wh: ch is by mierpretation,God Efay g.6, 
with vs. Againe the ſame Eſay teſtificth, that they ſhall call 

his name wond-» full.com (eller, the mighty God,the enerla- Eſay 4 4, 
ſting Father, the Prince of peace. Againe, by Eſay he is cal- 

led the iſſne of the Lord,and alſo the fru-t of theearthts (ge 

wifie him t9 bee both th: Sonne of God,and the Soun: of man, 

And /eremy the Prophet doth teſtifie of him, that he ſhall 

be called the righteous God, or God our righteouſneſs. And , er33.60þ 
God himlſeltc faith of him, 7 hou art my ſonne, this day heve 1 15, 

I begotten thee, And Danid proucth him plainly tobeethe Pſal.x.7. 
ſonne of God : for though he knew he ſhould come of his 


BS: lceede 


Pſal.r10.1, 


Dang 44. 
Mich.4.5. 
Pſal,z. 


P/al.71, 


Gen.18s, 


Eſay 49.6, 
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ſeed as touching the fleſh, yer doth hee alſo call him his 
Lord, ſaying thus : The Lord ſaid unto my Lord,/it thou at 
my right hand till I make thine enemies thy foor ſfoole. Sith 
Daxid calleth him b# Lord,it is manifeſt that he taketh him 
not only to be man,but God alſo, euen the ſonne ofGod, 
the ſecond perſon in the Trinity. This matter is teſtified al- 
moſt euery where in the Scripture of the Tewes, and there- 
fore I need not further to amplific. 

7 Yet becauſe the Iewcs do looke for the Meſſias to bee 
a terreſtrial King which ſhould reigne in Iewric, and ſub- 
due all their enemies with his terreſtriall power and force : 
wherein how groflcly they erre, as the premiſes doe partly 
ſhew, ſo is it not impertinent here to ſpeake ſome wh to 
conuince their ſo groſle an opinion. For firſt, the time is 
paſt long agoe a the Meſſias ſhould come, and yer 


- noſuch terreſtriall King as they dreame of, hath been raig- 


ning in Tewric : and therefore very experience and know- 
ledge of the times might teach them to abandon fo fooliſh 
a conceit. Daniel calleth him the eternall King, Micheas 
faith, be ſhallraignefor ener ; which cannot be ſuppoſed of 
an earthly Kingdome. Againe, Aske of mee Caich God 
to his Sonne,the Meſſias) and I willgine vnto thee the hea- 
then for thine inheritace,& the vitermoſtparts of the world 
for thy poſſeſſion. Which words doe ſhew, that the Meſſhas 
ſhould bee an vniuerſall King, to rule not onely ouer the 
Iewes, but ouer the Gentiles alſo, euen ouer all the world, 
Againe,it is ſaid,that he ſhall endare with the Sunne,and be- 
fore the Moone from generation to generation,he ſhal reigne 
from Sea to y* onto the end of the world : All Kings ſhall a- 
dore him,and all nations ſhall ſerue him,all tribes of the earth 
ſhallbe bleſſedin bim and all nations ſhall magnifie hm, And 
it was told Abraham, that in his ſced (that is, in the Meſ- 
fias which ſhould came of, his ſcede) all Nations of the 
earth ſhould bee bleſſed : how then ſhould hee ouerthrow 
any Nation for the Iewes ſake (as they dreame) when all 
nations were to receiue their blefſing fromhim ? In the pro 
phecy of Eſay,the commiſſion of God his Father vnto him 
is thus ſet:downe : [s as too little that thou bee unto me a ſer- 
aant 
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nant to raiſe vp the tribes of lacob,ch to conuert vnto me the 
preſerned of Iſrael : Behold [ hane appointed thee alſo tobe a 
hight unto the Gentiles, that thou bee my ſaluation vnis the 
vttermoſl pars of the earth, Eucry where almoſt it is teſti- 
fied,that the Gentiles ſhuld hauc euery way as much inter- 
eſt in the Meſſtas as the Iewes, and ſhould be as beneficial 
vnto them. The Meihas therefore,though hee be termed a 
King, and is ſo indeed,yet is to be ſuppoſed a fpirituall and 
eternall King (as the Prophets declare him ): for it is too 
childiſh and fond to imagine him to bee an earthly King, 
which ſhould raigne ns in Tudea, and bee a great and 


mightie terreſtriall conqueror.Doth not Zacharie (as tou- Zachar.g. 


ching his eſtate in this world) ſhew, that hce ſhould come 


poorely,riding vpon an afſe ? Doth nor Eſay ſay,that in this xa 3. 


world hee ſhould be a man defpiſed,abiect,and of no repu- 


tation ? Doth not Davzie/ expreſly ſay,that he ſhould come Dang. 


to be ſlaine,that with his ſacrifice hee might take away fin, 


and ceaſc all other ſacrifices? Doth not Zacharie ſay, that Zach.12. 


they ſhould looke —- him after they had | way — Or Cru 
cified him? Arid doth not the Prophet Eſay 
he gaue his ſoule an offering for finne, and that hee ſhould 
belcad as a ſheep to the ſlaughter, and as a Lambe dumbe 
before his ſhearer, ſo m—_— not hee his mouth ? Where 
then is his pompe, when hee was to be poore? Where was 
his carthly honor,when he was to be abieetand ofno repu- 
tation ? Where was his worldly conqueſt, when hee was 
himſelf to be ſlainc? Where ſhould his fleſhly reſiſtance be, 
when he was nor ſo much as to offer it, yea when his ene- 
mics were to leade him to death as the ſheep to the ſlaugh- 
ter,and as 2 Lambe dumbe bctore his ſhearer, nor opening 
his mouth to ſauc himlelfe ? Yea, how ſhould the TIewes 
thinke (if they would throughly conſider) that the Meſhias 
ſhould be ſuch a one as they dreame of, when they were 
the men that ſhould purſuc him to death, and whom they 
ſhould looke vpon when they had pierced him ? 

Theſe things which hauc been ſpoken(though in very 
briefe and plaine fort) arc, truſt, ſuftcient to conuince the 
lewes,that our Lord and Samiour Iclus Chriſt is that {cede 
of 


ay of hjm,that Eſay 53. 
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of the woman which ſhould breake the Serpents head, 
which deceiued Adm and Exe our firſt parents; and he in 
whom all the Narions of the earth ſhould be bleſſed, and is 
Chriſt the true in all points the very true, certaine,and vndoubted Methas, 
Mefſirh: ergo, which was fore-promiled and tore-told by their Prophets: 
Chritian 1eli-fgx all things which were fore-told of the Meſſ1as,do fitly, 
ro fully,and only agree to him,and to no other. And therefore 


OY I conclude againi{t them, that the ( hriſtian religion(which 
wee profeſſe, and which wee hold deriucd to vs trom that 
Chriſt the true Meflias, the author thereof) is the only true 

religion which is acceptable to God, 

Cnae. III, 
therein © ſhewed, that the Chriſtian Religion is the onely 
true Reltgion,ag4init the Gentiles, and all Infidels of the 

world, 

The Heathen =27 Hat there is a God, the Heathen have 
confetſed one cucrmore confeſſed , and that there is 
_ 0 bur one God (as the Chriſtian eags 
Da ol. *p holdeth) al the learned ſort of the hea- 


then Philoſophers hauc acknowledg- 


Plotin.Ennte - , 
ed: for howloecuer they diflemble4 at 


1.(1b.8.1.2 & 


En.6.ib,q' cap = farhctimes, & applicd them(elues out- 
ler” Fe wardlyto-che crro e vulgar ſort, in naming of gods, 
MAbfse> lib.de yer fi dy they nc ke of mo then of one God.Which 


ocea.cad.s, thing mag.appeare by to in an Epiſtle which he writcth 


Procl.in Theo. ynto Diony/uee King of Sicily,wherin ke giueth him a ſigne 


log Platen.* when hec ſpake in icſt, and when in earneſt : Hinc diſces ru 
lib Ae Anima 


& dem,1.;1. 
4U%FFo 


ſeriba egs /erio nrene ; cyan ſerio,ordior epiſt1/a ab v18 Deo: 
cum ſecus,a plaribus, Her byGlaith he)/hal y-u know wh: ther 
[ write in earne/? or not:for whe { write in earneſt, 1 begin my 
letter with one God: oc when [ write not in earneſt, / do begin 
my letter in the name of many Gods. And three of the moſt 
learned y eucr profeſſed y Watonick (eCt, Plotimns, Porphy- 
rins,& Proclus,do al teſtifie & prouc in diuers parts of their 
works'bcing themlclucs but hcathens)that both chCclues, 
& their maſtcr Plato, ncuer bclecued indeed but one God, 
Ariſtotle 
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Ariſte'le that enſued Plaro,and began thelct of the Pe- Arif, Lb de 
ripatcticks, though hee were a man fo much giuen to the 2##n«0. 


ſearch of nature, as that ſomtime he ſeemed to forget God, 
the author of nature; yet in his old age, when he wrote the 
booke of the world, he reſolueth the matter morecleerely, 
acknowledging allo one God; and ſaith moreoucr in the 
ſame place,that the multitude of gods was inuented to ex- 
preſſe the power of this one God, by the multitude of his 
Miniſters, Whereby doth appeare,that belike the fooliſher 
ſort of heathens did imagine of God as of earthly Princes : 
for they ſaw that cuery earthly Prince had a great many 
men Miniſters, otherwiſe called ſeruants, and attendants 
ypon him, thereby to declare and ſhew his power,his mag- 
nificence, and high honor; and therefore they thought like- 
wiſe,that the great and high God could not be ſufhciently 
conceiued of, except it were {uppoſed that hee had a great 
number of inferior gods waiting and attending vpon him, 
in like ſort to hew his greatnefſe and magniticence, This 
opinion of their Maſter concerning one God, 7 heophraſiu 
and Aphrediſeus,two principall Peripateticks, do confirme 
at large, | 

Zeno, the chiefe and Father of all the Steicks was wont 
to ſay(as Ariſiorle himſelfe reporteth) that either one Ged, 
or no God, Which opinfon of One God, is auerred euery 
where by Platarch and Seneca, two molt excellent wri- 
ters,and great admirers of the Stoick feueritic., And be- 
fore them by Epifletxs, a man of fingular account in that 
ſe&t, whoſe words were cftcemed Oracles; Dicendum ante 
omnia, num eſſe Deum, omnia regere, omnibus prouidere : 
Before all things (faith he)we mult affhrme that there is one 
God,and that this God goucrneth all,and hath prouidence 
ouer all. 

As for the Ac1demickes, although their vſage was to 
doubt and diſpute euery thing, as C:cero ſcemeth to doc in 
his diſcourſe concerning the gods ; yct at laſt hee conclu- 
deth in this point with the Stoicks, who belecucd oe God, 
Aud as for Socrates, who was the Father and foundar of the 
Academicke ſect ( and who was iudged by the Ocacle of 
Apollo 


- 


Thcoph.in Mg- 
k aph. Alex . 
Apbro.lib de 
proud, 


- 


Cicero lib. de 
natura Decor. 
Apuletns, Altg, 
O Laeri, ii Vis 
ta So:rat, 
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Apollo to be the wiſeſt man in all Greece) the world doth 
know that he was put to death for ieſting at the multitude 


of Gods among the Gentiles. 


Vide apud All theſe foure {e&ts of Philoſophers then (who in their 
y ay 'ch, time bare the credit of learning ) made (as we ſee) profeſli. 
eptact!, = 


Phila on of one God, when they.came to ſpeake as they thought. 

Trimes.inpe. Andyetifwee will aſcend vp higher to the dayes before 

man. & in theſe lets began, that is,to 'Pythagoras,and Architas Ta- 

Aſclep. rentings, and before them againe to Merenrius Triſmegi- 

ftas,that was the firſt parent of Philotophy to the Egypti- 

ans,wee ſhall finde them ſoplaine and reſolute heercin, as 

none can bee more. It is true that the heathen did honour 

ſuch men as were famous(either for their valiant acts, their 

ſingular invention in matters, their good turnes to others, 

or their owne rare gifts and qualities aboue others ) with 

their title of Gods, but yet they belecued not that thoſe 

men were gods: yea they knew them to be no other then 

mortall men,which thing Triſmegi/tus ſheweth, when hee 

Triſm.in peman, ſaith; Deos n5 natare ratione.ſed | + Canſa nominamns : 

cap,2.3-4.5, Wename them gods, not in reſpect of their natures, but 

_ I Aſclep... for honours ſake, That is, wee call them gods, not for that 

SON we thinke them to be ſo,but becauſe vnder that title, wee 

would honour ſome famous acts, or rare parts and quali- 

Cicero, his opi- ties which were in them. Cicero likewiſe teſtifieth the ſame 

Bion concer- in theſe words : The Life of man ({aith hee) and common cu- 

ning the gods /Zme,hawe now received to lift vp to hrauen by fame & gord 
of the Painims*_. _ ! 

wil ſuch m# as for their good turnes are accounted excellent: 

and hereef it commeth, that Herowles, Caftor, and Pollux, 

Perſeus, his Aeſculapins,and Liber, (which were but men) are now rec- 

opinion. honed for gods. Perſens likewiſe Zenos (choller teftifieth 

tcrod, Lib.t. the fame. And therefore did the Grecians truly thinke,who 

(as Herodorns reporteth) thought that their gods ( whom 

they ſo called) were no other at firſt then mortall men, and 

- 'ſoisthe common opinion of all. And when men and wo- 

men that were famous, excellent, and ſurpaſſing others 

died; becauſe the memorie of them ſhould not dic with 

them, but remaine as preſidents to follow, or as perſons to 

be admired at : thoſc that were liuing could not bce con- 

tent 
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tent to honour them with rhetitle of gods and goddeſſes, 

but alſo would needes haue their pictures or Images 

drawne, and ſet vp ſomewhere for poſteritie to beholde, 

Hereof it came, that they after a while beganne( as mans The begin= 
naturall corrupt inclination is too prone that way ) to giue Ning of Ido« 
honour, and to doe reuerence ynto them : and not ſo con... Jay. 
rented, they proceeded further, and builded Altars and 

Temples vnto them,and art length conſecrated Prieſts, and 

N aa, <3 


appointed certaine rites, ceremonies, and ſacrifices to bee 
done there. The Diuell hereupon taking occaſion and fit 
opportunitie, (purpoſing alwaies to ſeduce the world, and 
to hold them in error ſo farre forth as he might) entred at 
laſt into thoſe Altars (which were dedicated to thoſe men) 


and ynder the names of thoſe men,made way to haue him- | : 
. ſelfe worſhipped (in ſtead of the true God). For true it is 
which the ſacred Palme witneſlſeth; That the Gentiles ſa- 


crificed their ſonnes and daughters vnto dinels. And which Pſal.ros, 

Panxl ſaith,that what ſoener te Gentiles offer they offer vnte ? -{or.10.20 

dixels, and not, to God. For the diuels being entred into \ 

thoſe Altars,receiucd their ſacrifices offered to them, bein 

glad they had them in ſuch a predicament : and "nc 

their deluſion ſhould bee the ftronger,vnder the names of <<. . 

thoſe men they would yeeld forth anſwers to ſuch as came 

to demaund any queſtions of them,and thoſe their anſwers ow \ 

- were written by their Prieſts, and called Oracles : and with | 
ſuch ſleights thoſe diuelliſh ſpirits bewitched the world, | S 

and decciued them. Of which their Oracles more ſhall be FX dy 

ſpoken hereafter. But here firſt T make this argument ag D 

,,” 


J 


SY 
£ "I. + 


gainſt them. | 
They which(howſoener ignorantly )worſhip dinels,are far 
from the true Relig:on : this is plaine. 


But the Gentiles worſhipped dinels :Ergo,&c. = 
| That vous _—_ ped yrs. (not God ) may wut WV 
appeare, firſt by this ay ay that thoſe their | al- Vy 
lowed (yea required) not beafts, but men to bee ſacrificed <©_\ - 
ynto them, delighting themſclues in ſuch infinite murthers 


and manſlaughters,as were moſt cruell and ynnaturall, ig- 


nifying themlelues to bee thereby appeaſed, wherein God 
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Polyd. de Jn- 
. wen lib.s cap 8. 


Diony(.Hili- 
cart. Aniiq 


is molt difpleaſed. For ( as Polydor Virgil hath collected) 
the people of Rhodes facrificed a man to Satwrve. In the 
Tland Salamis,a man was facrificed to Agrawals, To Die- 
m»edes in the Temple of Pa/las, a man was offered, who be- 
ing thrice led about the Altar by young men, was at laſt by 
the Pricſt runne thorow with a ſpeare, and put into the 
fire and burnt. Among the people of Cyprus, Tencrms ſa- 
crificed humane ſacrifice vnto /wprtey, and Icft the ſame to 
poſteritic to follow. To Diana likewiſe humane facrifices 
were offered. The like was-done to Fle/ws-and T entares. 
Amongſt the Egyprians, three men a diy which were 
ſought our ( if they were cleane ) were lacrificed to urs, 
Amonelt the Lacedemonians they were wont to ſacrifice 
a man to Mars, The Phenicians in the calamitous times 
of warre and peſtilence, were wont to ſacrifice ynto Sa- 
rarne,thcir deereſt friends. The people called Curetz facri- 
ficed children vnto Satwrne. At Laodicca a virgin was fa- 
crificed to Pallas, And amongſt the Arabians,cuery yeere | 
a childe was facrificed and buried vnder the Altar. - Alſo 
the Thracians, Scythians, the Carthaginians, and almoſt 
all the Grecians ( eſpecially when they were to goe to 
warre) ſacrificed a man, All barbarous Nations haue 
done the like: yea, the Frenchmen and' Germans : yea, 
the Romans themlelues did the like ſacrifice, as namely, 
to Satwrne inTralie, a man was facrificed at the .Altar : 
and not onely ſo,but hee was alfo to be caſt downe from a 
bridge into the riuer Tyber. D-ony/ins Halicarnaſſens wri- 
teth, that _ and polo were marucilous angrie, for 
that the tenth part of men were not ſacrificed vnto them. 
and therefore fought they reuenge vpon Italy. D19dorns 
reporteth , that the Carthaginians when they were ouer- 
come of Agathocles King of the Sicilians, thought their | 
_ to be angry with them;and therforc to appeaſe them, 
acrificed vnto / Save two hundred of the Nobic-mens ſons 
at a time. O monſtrous cruelty ! Who then can poſſiblie 
bee perſwaded otherwiſe, bur that theſe gods of « Gen- 
tiles (which they thus worſhipped & ſacrificed vnto ) were 
meere diuels,confidering that tuch monſtrous, vnkind, and 
| Vona- 
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ynnaturall ſlaughters of men ( which muſt needes offend 
God the more) were the appeaſements of their an ger and 
wrath ? 

Againe,theſc Gods of the Gentiles were not onely well 
' pleated with the ſacrifices of the blood of men, but alſo wel 
liked and allowed of fornications, adulteries, and all vn- 
cleannes : for at Alexandria the Image of Saturne was moſt 
deuoutly worſhipped, whoſe Prieſt Tynannas by name, 
brought certaine Matrons of the Citic, which he had ſele- 
Cted out ynto rhat Image or Idol, as being ſent for by their 
god; and there when the lights were put out, had to doe 
with them in the name of that their god. Alſo among the 
Naſamones it was the cuſtome that the Bride the firſt night paty4.de inuent 
after her mariage ſhould lic with all the gueſts, in honour l.5.cap.8, = 
of the goddefſec Yeuns,I therfore conclude, that thoſe gods 
of the Gentiles which delighted in the (laughter of men, 
and likewiſe in their filthineſſe and vncleannes, muſt needes 
be diuels : for the kind and righteous God can abide none 
of theſe things,as any mans owne reaſon, ſenſe, and ynder- 
ſtanding may teach them. 

2 Another argument to prooue that the gods 'of the 
Gentiles were diuels, is this: becauſe the Oracles which 
they gaue foorth in matters mcercly contingent, were ci- 
ther Kiſe.or elſc fo ambiguous and vacertainc, as that they 
were deccitfull, and therefore could not come from God, 
but from the diucl. This falſhood & deceitfulneſle of their 
Oracles, Porphyry himlzlfe, the great Patron of Paganifme, , , ” 
reſtifieth in a ſpeciall booke of the anſwers of the gods, ,,'' 7 pong wm 
wherein he profeſlerh that he hath gathered truly withour Ks, 64 
addition or detraction, the Oracles that were molt famous 
before his time, with the alle and vncertaine euent thereot: 
m conſideration of which cucnt, he {erteth downe his owne 
wdgement of their power in predictions after this mane 
ner : The gods doe foretell ſome naiurall things to come, for 
that they obſeru*: the order of therr xatarall cauſes : £ut m 
rm:ngs which are contingent, or doe depen vp0n mars will, 
they hau: but coziettwres,oncly in that by their ſubtiliie and 


celeritic they pr:n:nt 5 : but yet they oficytimes; tie anc at- 
Cena 
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ris, e& de artifi« 
cibus malefic, 
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cerme v5 in both hindes,; for that ar naturall things are va- 
riable, ſo mans will i much more mutable, Thus farre Por- 
phyrie, of the prophecies of his gods : whereunto agreeth 
another Heathen among the Crecians, named Oevomans, 
who for that hee had been much delighted with Oracles, 
and more deceiued,wrote allo a fpeciall booke in the end, 
of their falſchoods and lies; and yet ſheweth,that in many 
things wherein they were deceiued,it was not cafie to con- 
uince them of open falſchood, for that (cunningly ) they 
would inuolue their anſwers (of purpoſe) with ſuch obſcu- 
rities,zquiuocations,amphibologies,and doubtfulneſſe, as 
that alwaies they would leaue themſclues a corner where- 
in to ſaue their credits. As for example, when Cre: that 
famous and rich King of Lydia, conſulted with the Oracle 
of eApolle,whether he ſhould make warre againſt the Per- 
fians, and thereby obtaine their Empire; the Oracle gaue 
anſwere thus : /f Craſus without feare ſhall paſſe oner Ha- 
tys,(which was a riuer that lay betweene him and Perfia) 
be ſhall bring to confuſion a great and rich Kingdome.Vpon 
which words Cra ſ#s vaſſes ouer his armie, in hope toget 
Perſia : but he loſt Lydia his owne Kingdome,and,was J 

ceiued by that vncertaine Oracle. 

Like anſwer gaue the Oracle of Apells to Pyrrhws King 
of Epirus, demaunding whether hee ſhould proſper in the 
war againſt F Romans : for it was delivered in theſe words; 
Alto te eFEacida Romanos vincere poſſe : 1 ſay that the ſonne 
of e/facss the Romanes may ouercome. Vpon which O- 
racle, Pyrrhus the ſonne of eZ acxs thinking to be the con- 
querour,was himlelfe vanquiſhed by the Romans, 

A number more ſuch Oracles there were, wherewith the 
world was decciued, that truſted them : but I ncede noe 
recite them; for ( as it appeareth)the Oracles and anſwers 
which their wicked Spirits gaue foorth in matters future 
and meerely contingent, were ſuch as might bee taken and 
conſtrued two waies : and therefore their worſhippers (if 
they had been wiſc to haue noted their cunning and de- + 
ceitfull anſwers, containing no certaintie at all) they had 
beene as good neuer to come at them to enquire of any 

mat=- 
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matter future : for they had ſuch ambiguous anſwers, as 
_— they might remaine as doubtfull, and as vnreſol- 
ued as they were at firſt, and ſo depart home as wiſe as they 
came,orrather more fooles then whe they went. But what 
might bee the reaſon why theſe diuels or diucliſh ſpirits, 
gane no certain anſwers to their worſhippers ip cheſs mat- 
ters future, whereof they were demanded? 

The reaſon is manifeſt : fb no doubt they would if they 
could ; that {o their credit might haue beene the more. But 
it was a thing not in their power, but oncly reſerued ynto 
God,to know and forctell certainly the things that are to 'Þ 
come: for herein God prouoketh all the gods of the Gen- 
tiles to make triall ns experience of thcir power, in theſe 
words: Declare wats vi(laith he)what ſhall enſue herrafrer, 
and thereby we ſhall know that yee are pods indeede. Which Eſa) 4.23: 
ſheweth that the certaine foretellin ; ofthings future, doth 
manifeſt a diuine power, whereof thele diueliſh ſpirits are 
not partakers : for had theſe wicked ſpirits ſuch a power 
in them, as certainely to know and foretell ſuch things as 
were to come; out of al doubt they would then haue giuen 
{uch certaine, plaine, and vndoubted Oracles and aniwers 
in this behalfc, as would haue purchaſed them euerlaſting 
credit in all the world, But now the falſchood and vncer- 
taintie and deceitfulnes of them, haue got them iuſtly per- 

etuall diſcredit in all the world, and manifeſted them to 

be no better then lying ſpirits, whoſe worſhippers were 

miſerably deluded by them; as euen the I them- 

ſclues haue teſtihed, | 

Hauing thus briefly, yet I truſt ſufficiently, diſprooued 

the religion of the Gentiles,as being a cruell, wicked, falſe, 

lying,and deccitfull religion, hauing in it no certaintie at 

all whereupon men might reſt,or aſſure themſglues; itre- 

maineth now' that I ſhew and prooue againſt them the 

truth of the Chriſtian rcligion, which wee profeſle. Where 

the firſt argument, to ſhew the powerfull and vndoubted 

truth thereof, ſhall be this : namely, the contcſſion of the _ 

gods of the Gentiles, that is, of Diuels and helliſh Spirits 

themſclucs, who haue giuen teftimopie thereof, cuen to 
their 
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their owne worſhippers,eſpecially when the rime of Chriſt 
his appearing in the world ( who ſhould be the light of the 
Gentiles ) drew neere and approched. For the manifcſta- 
tion whereof, two Oracles of eApells may ſuffice; the one 
whereof was to a Pricft of his owne that demaunded him 
of true religion,and of God ; to whom he anſwered thus in 
Suidas inThulis Greeke : O thou vnhappie Prieſt, why doeft then aske mee of 
& Poryhyr.& God,that 15 the Father of all things. of this moſt renowned 
Plut de abuts to ings deare and only ſonne,and of the Spirit that containeth 
all ? &c. Atas tht ſþ ru will exfarc: me ſhortly to leaue this 
habitation and place of Oracles, The other Oracle was to 
_— Ceſar, cuen about the very time that Chriſt was 
readie to appeare in the fleſh : for the ſaid Emperour now 
drawing to age, would ncedes goe to: De/phos, and there 
learne of Aps//o who fhould raigne after him, and what 
ſhould become of things when he was dead. Apollo for a 
great while would make no anſwere,notwithſtanding Au- 
g#u#tus had beene very liberall in making the great ſacrifice 
called FHecatembe: but in the end,when the Emperour be- 
gan to iterate his ſacrifice,and to be inſtant for an anſwere, 
Apollo (as it were enforced to ſpeake)vttered theſe ftrange 
Suidas in vits words vnto him : An Hebrew childe that ruleth over T 
Augnſli. bleſſed gods , commandeth mce to leaue this habitation,and 
 Niceph li9.lu cur of bard to get mee to hell, Pat yet dec thou depart in fi- 
ApS Ss from our Altars, Thus it appeareth, that this Hebrew 
child (which is our Chriſt Tefus)hath power ouer the gods 
of the Gentiles,to command them vnto hell, from whence 
they came, to enioyne them filence, and to remoue them 
from their habitations : and therefore the Religion of this 
_—_ Ieſus (whereof he is the author) muſt needs,cuen 
y the acknowledgement of the Diuels themlelues (whom 
he doth commaund) be the true Religion, 
; Another argument of the Diuinitie and truth thereof 
15 this : namely,that it hath remoued by the puiſſant force 
thereof, all the gods of the Gentiles, m detpight of them, 
ceaſed rheir Oracles, and driuen them cleane out of the 
earth, fo that now they are no where to be found. And fo 
it was forctold by the Prophets,that Chriſt (whe he came) 
Attenuab.s 
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Attenuabit omnes Dos terre, ſhall weare out all the gods Sopb.z, 
of the earth, The truth whereof, all the world doth now ſee 
cleerely to be certaine and vndoubte( by the euent. 
The Oracles and anſwers of theſe gods,cuen in Ciceroes 
time ( as Crc:ro himſelfe witneſſerh, who lived ſomewhar (icero bb.de 
before the comming of Chriſt) began to ceaſe: and at laſt diun.2. 
by little and little they ceaſed altogether, and were vtterly 
extinct.Itis reported that in Egypt(when Chriſt was there 
with /oſeph and his mother Aary)all the Idols of that foo- Poh4.lib.s. 
liſh and ſuperſtitious Nation fell downe of their owne ac- cap.$. 
cord. Afterwards,in the time of the Empcrour Adrian, . 
all ſacrifices vnto thoſc gods ceaſed, as allo the Oracles of 
Apollo, and all other Oracles became dumbe. Wherefore 
In4enal faith, Ceſſant eraculs De'lphys, that is, The Oracles @nenat. 
ceaſe at Delphos. And another Poer ſaith ; 
Exceſſere omnes a-ytis,ariſquerelittss, Luan, 
Dy,quil'us mperium hoc ſeterat,&c.that is:Al the gods 
whereby this Empire ſtood, haue departed from their 
Temples,and left their Altars and place of their habitation. 
Plutarch affirmeth the like,& is much buſied to ſearch out P!#tarch. de 
the cauſe and reaſon of the ceaſing of their Oracles, who _ ——_ 
being a Heathen was much troubled herewith, gheſſing at * 
the matter,and vainly deuiſing fond conceits in his braine, 
not able indecde to pearce into the very cauſe thereof. Bur 
Porphyrie (cuen that great patron of Paganitme, and cne- 
mie of Chriſtian Religion) can teach him, or any other, the 
rrue cauſe thereof, ſhewing them that ſince the commin 
of Icſus,their gods are dumbe,and can doe them no __ 
bur all are gove and departed from them. His words bee 
thelc: Nunc vero miraniur(inquu)ſita 91 multor annes Ciltie Ponphyr.ad- 
ras pefte vexrinr cu% et oe Eſculaping et ali di; longe abſint acfirek. con, 
ab ea poſtea enim 1:98 |1.$v5S colitur nib viilitatts adys 
conſequipoſſunus Now(ſaith he)rhey marucile why this ci- 
ty is ſo many ycercs vexed with peſtilence,when as{indeed) 
e/E(culapizs and other gods be far gone & departed from 
it: for ſince the time that /eſw is worſhipped, all our gods 
hauc bin vnprofitable to vs.Conſ1dering the that Teſus (the 
author of the Chriſtian Religi6 hath filenced & vtrerly de- 
2 ſtroycd 
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froyed the gods ofthe Gentiles(as hiſtories and the viſible | 

euent ſhew) his rcligis muſt needs be the only true religis, 

4 Whar ſhould I ſay more? euen the Gentiles them- 

ſelues,the moſt ancient, and the beſt, haue teſtified of Icſus 

Chriſt, and of rhe truth of his religion : for, in as much as 

Chriſt was appointed before the creation of the world, to 

workethe redemption both of the ew and Gentile,and to 

make them both one people in the ſeruice of his Father : 

here-hence ir is that hee was foretold, and not altogether 

vnknowne or vnheard-of to both thele Nations, and ther- 

fore diuers forc-warnings and fignifications of him were 

left,as well amongſt the Gentiles as the Tewes, to ſtir them 

yp to expeCthis comming. For,firſt by the conſent of wri- 

ters it is agreed,that in thoſe ancient times there were three 

Euſebjnchren, famous men that liued together : namely, Abreham,(who 

| deſcending from Heber, was the father or beginner of the 

Hebrewes, who were afterward called the Iewes)and with 

him ſob,and Zoroaſtres,that were not of that linage of Hee 

ber, but (as wee call them for diſtin&tion ſake) Heathens or 

J0b.19.25.36, Gentiles. [ob (wee know) teſtificth of Chriſt, calling him 
27. the Redeemer, and was moſt aſſured to ſee him one da 

with his owne eyes, and none other for him, althou 

wormes ſhould deſtroy that bodie of his ( as hee himſelfe 

teſtifieth). Zoroaſtre: liuing thus in Azrahams time alſo, 

clem, Alex.lib,y Tight (by account of _— ) ſee or ſpeake with Noe : 

Strom.& Orig. for Abraham was borne threeſcore yeeres before Noe de- 

lib 6.contra ceaſed: and hereof it is, that in the writings of Zoroaftres, 

Celſur, & which are yct extant, or recorded by other Authors in his 

—— name, there bee foun4| very many plaine ſpeeches of the 

Berw.in Pa. vOnne of God, whom he calleth Secundaw mentem, the (e- 

man.cap.i,& cond minde : but much more is to be ſecne in the writings 

deinces. of Hermes Triſmegiſius,(who receiued his learning from 

this Zo-2a/fres ) by whom appearcth, that theſe firſt Hea- 

then Philoſophers had manifeſt ynderſtanding of this ſe- 

cond perſon in Trinity:whom Hermes calleth 1 he firft be- 

gotten Sanne of Go1:his only Son : bus deare,eternall,tmmu- 

table, incorrnupteble S,n,whoſe (acred name t ineffable:$o 

are his words. And after him againe amongſt the Grecians, 


were 
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were Orphews, Hefiodw, and others, that vrtered the like 
ſpeeches of the Sonne of God, as alſo did the Platoniſts, 
whoſe words and ſentences were too long to repeat. 
Morcouer, the Gentiles muſt remember, that they had 


alſo ſome Prophets among them : for Balaam was a pro.. Numb.24, 


phet among the Gentiles, and a Gentile, and hee is ſuch a 
ONE as relified of Chriſt, and of the Starre that ſhould ap- 
peare at his birth:by meanes of whoſe prophecie (it ſhould 
ſeeme ) the wiſe men inthe Eaſt ſeeing that Starre,were aſ- 
ſured that Chriſt was borne,and thertore came along iour- 
nie to Iudea to ſee him; as one Goſpell ſheweth. The ſame 


Starre is mentioned by diuers Heathen writers,as by P linie Plin.lib.z. 
ynder the name of a Comet (for {o they tearme all extraor.. #35. 


dinarie Starres) which appeared in the latter dayes of Aw- 
guſtns Caſar,and was farre different from al other that cuer 
appeared. And Pliny ſaith of it: [s cometa vn roto orbe co- 
litwy : That onely Comet is worſhipped throughout al the 


wotld. (alcidins a Platonicke doth fay,that the Caldean ca;4 apud 
Aſtronomers did gather by contemplation of this Starre, Marſ. 


that ſome God deſcended from heaucn to the-benefit of 


mankinde. 
The Gentiles alſo had certaine women called Sybillz, 


which were Propheteſles, who being endued with a cer- r2#.contre 
taine ſpirit of prophecie, vttered moſt wonderfull particu-- Gent. 


larities of Chriſt to come : one of them beginning her 
Greeke metre in theſe yery words : Know thy God, which 
& the Sonxe of God, Another of them maketh a whole dil- 
courſe in Greeke verſe called Acreſtichs, expreſſely affir- 
ming therein,that Chriſt TIelus(by name)ſhould be the $a- 
uiour,and that hee was the Sonne of God, and expreſſelie 
ſaying that hee ſhould bee incarnate of a Virgin,that hee 
ſhould ſuffer death for our ſinnes, and that hee ſhould bee 
cructhed,that hee thould rife againe and be cxaltcd into the 
glorious heauens, and from thetice ( at the time appoin- 
ted) and at the day of the reſurreCtion of all fleſh, come a- 
gain to the laſt iudgemet. Of thele Sybils there were ten in 
number; and talking of his firſt comming into the world, 


they alſo ſay,that Rurdans enum fidus monſtrabit: A blazing Sybil.Samie 
; C 3 Starre apud Betal, 
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Starre ſhall declare him, Theſe Sybils ſpeake fo plainle of 

Chriſt Iefus,as the Prophets among the Tewes did, yea more 

plainely, and as plainly as may bee, and in manner as fullic 

as our Goſpell ſpeaketh : and therefore if the Gentiles will 

belecuctheir owne Prophets, they mult likewiſe belecue 
the Chriſtianreligion(whereof leſs Chriſt is the author,of 

whom. they abundantly teſtifie), Now, leſt it might bee 

thought by ſome ſuſpicious heads, that Chriſtians haue de- 

uiſed and inuented theſe things,as alſo that itmay yet more 

fully appeare,that Chriſt before his comming was notified 

ouer the world, by meancs of thoſe verſes of the Sybils : ir 

Varro lib de mult bee remembred, that Marcus Yarro a learned Ro- 
veb.divinad mane (who lived almoſt an hundred yeeres before Chriſt) 
Ceſariem. maketh mention at large of the Sybi/s, (who in number, he 
Port, Max. faith,were tenne)and of their writings, countries, and ages, 
| as alſo of the writers and authors, that before his time had 
Feneſt cap.de ft pony of them: and both he and Fexeftella (another 
15,viris, Heathen) doe affirme,that the writings of the Sybi/s were. 
gathered by the Romanes, from all arts of the world, 
where they might be heard of,and laid vp with great dili- 

gence and reucrence inthe Capitoll. Sybille Erithres, who 

See the Oratis made the former Acroſtick verſes, teſtifieth of her ſelfe (as 
of Conſt.in Conflantinethe Emperor doth. record)that ſhe liued abour 
Euſeb.lib.4. fix hundred yceres after the flood of Noe : and her coun- 
= m4 triman Apolloderu« Erithrens and Varre do.report that ſhe 
: lived before the warre of Troy,and prophecied tothe Gre- 
cians that went to that warre,that Troy ſhould be deſtroy- 

ed, ( as it came to paſſe) which was morethen a thouſand 

yeercs before Chriſt was borne.Crcers alſo (that died more 

then fortie yeeres before Chriſt was borne )tranſlared into 

Latine the former Acrofticke verſes, (as (onftantine faith) 

which tranſlation was to be fecne in his works, when (on- 

Ciclib2 de ftantime wrote that his Oration : See Cicero of theſe Acro- 
Eiuinat.Sueton, ſtick verſes of Sybilla,lib.2.de Dininatione.And finally Swe- 
[ranſ.cap.z- tonius an Heathen recordeth, that Augu#ns Ceſar ( before 
de vita, our Sauiour Chriſt was borne) had ſuch ſpeciall regard of 
the ſayings of the Syb4ls,that he hid them vp in more ſtrai- 

ter order then bctore, ynder the Altar of Apello, in the hill 

Pa. 
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Palatine, where no man might haue the-ſtght of them, but 
by ſpeciall licence. And ſo much for the credit of the Sybi/s, 
who gaue full teſtimonie of our Sauiour Teſus Chriſt (by 
m—— : and therefore if the Gentiles will beleeuve them, 
(who were their owne Prophets, and highly reuerenced of 
all the world) they muſt alſo belecue our Goſpell, and the 
Chriſtian religion tobe the onely true religion. Laſtly,the 
Gentiles might hane the vnderſtanding of Chriſt the MeL. 
fias by the Hebrew Scriptures, which were in the Greeke 
nguage diers ages before Chriſt was borne.For Prolomy 
King of Egypt,which had the famious Library, was tudi- * 
ouſly inquiſitiue to ſearch our the originall of all Nations 
and religions, and hee found that the people of the Tewes 
was the moſt ancient,and that they _ had the moſt cer- 
taine and vndoubted hiſtorie of the creation of the world : 
and therefore he ſent vnto them,to ſend to him from Teru- 
falem ſeuenty men,by whoſe helpe'the ſacred Bible might 
| be tranſlated out of Hebrew into their tongue, which was 
done accordingly. As alſo the Gentiles might haue know- 
ledge of this Meſias, either by accefle intothe Tewiſh coii- 
trie,or by the acceſſe of the Iewes into their countrey : as 
namely, by their long bondage in Egypr,as alſo their long 
captiuity in Babylon,&c. Burt 1 conclude this matter thus : 
Sith the Prophets of both Iewes & Gentiles(thart is to ſay, 
the Prophets of all the world) haue giuen full, plaine,and 
evident teſtimonie of Teſus Chriſt, the ſonne of God, that 
therfore his religion is the only true religion, and all other 
to be reieted and dereſted. 4 
5 Thatrehgion which js moſt ancient,is the true religion 
(for truth was firſt, in ſo much as error is nothing elſe bur 
the corruption of truth, or wandring from truth ) ; but the 
religion-whereof Chriſt is the author, is the moſt ancient 
(in as much as Chriſt the author thercofis themoſt ancient 
of daycs,being the Sonne of God,as alſo becauſe hee is te- 
ſited of by the Hebrew records,which are the moſt anci- 
ent writings in the world) : Ergo, the Chriſtian religion is 
that which muſt needes bee the onely true religion in the 
world. For it is a true ſaying of 7 ertullian,Verum quod pri- 
C4 1M 
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mun,quod peſterins adulterium eff: That ts true whatſoexer 
& firſt; and chat ts adulterate which i not the firſt That the 
Hebrew records doeteſtifie and foreſhew Chriſt to come, 
is declared before in the ſecond Chapter, and none can de- 
ny it. For he was promiſed to Adams,the firſt man that euer 
God made,vnder the name of the ſeed of the woman, that 
ſhould breake the Serpents head:he was foretold ro Abra- 
bam ,that he ſhould come of his ſeede, in whom all the Na- 
tions of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. 

[acob forerold of him, calling him Shilo, and that hee 
ſhould be the expeRation of the Gentiles. God telleth Ao- 
ſes.of him,and foreſheweth to him, that he ſhould bee the 
Prophet, whoſe voice all ſhould heare and obey,8c. Con- 
fidering then that hee is come, and that hee is the very ſame 
that was foretold by the writings of Moſes,and by the He- 
brew records, which are the moſt ancient records in the 
world, I conclude,that his religion (whereof hee is the au- 
thor) is the only true religion. 

The antiquity of the Hebrew hiſtory to be long before 
all other, is acknowledged by the Heathen hr. Aqpr 
therefore I need not toproue it : onely this I ſay;that Eaxpe- 
lemus and Enſebing alſo doe ſay, that letters (which are the 
beginning of words that ſhould bee written ) were firft 
found out by Moſes, & by him deliuered to the Iewes, and 
that the Iewes taught them to the Phenicians,and that laft- 
ly,che Grecians receiued them of the Phenicians : & there- 
fe the Hebrewes muſt needs be they, amongſt whom the 
firſt & molt ancient records of the world were to be found, 
as P:olomy allo King of Egypt did finde and afhrme, and 
therefore made much of the Hebrew Scriptures. Now then 
for as much as the Hebrew writings and hiſtories bee the 
moſt ancicnt,they muſt alſo dew, cha ſuppoſed true, in as 
much as in themſclues they all agree in a ſweete harmonie, 
and no other records are able to diſproue them : yea,ifmen 
wil be ſo incredulous as to doubt of Aoſes hiſtory(becaule 
it is ſo ancient)why may they not (with as good reaſon al- 
fo ) doubr of any other hiſtorie which is ancient, and lon 
before their times ? But becauſe ſome are of ſo little beliefs 

. (al- 
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(alrhough the hiſtory doe ſufciendly giue credit toit ſelfe) 
yet for better ſerling of their mindesin this behalfe, I will 

riefly ſhew, that cucn the heathen Hiſtoriographers and 
writers doe confirme the ſame, that ſo the no and reue- 
rence due vnto Afoſes,may be reſerued, & wicked tongues 
that barke againſt him may bee ſtopped. The very heathen 
and profane writers themſelues that ſpeake of Hoes, 


ſpeake of him moſt reuerently ; in ſo much, that Trebellins Treb,7Pol.j; 
Pellis ſpeaking of CMoſes, Solum Deifamiliarem vocet : Claud, 


Doth call him the onely man with wham God was fami- 


liar. Cornelius Tacitns.although he ſpeaketh what hee can Tacit. Annal, 
againſt the religion ofthe Iewes, yet cannot diſcredit Ao. lib.zt, 


ſes hiſtory, bur is enforced to conteſle (according to the hi- 
ſorie written by Moſes ) that after there were botches and 
ſwelling ſores ſent into the land of Egypt, which were 
noyſome both to men and beaſts, the King of Egypt then 
tooke order,that the people of the Hebrews ſhould go out 
of his land, and depart whither they thould bee directed. 
Precopins alſo metioneth loſhne, the ſonne of Nan, Moſes 
{ucceſſor,and ſaith,that the people ofPheenicia,for fearc of 
Jeſhna,and of the Iſraclites, left their owne Countrey, and 
departed into Africke : hee mentioneth likewiſe the Iebu- 
fites, Gergeſites, and the other people named in the ſacred 
Bible. Orphews,one of the moſt ancient writers next to Mo- 
ſes,and an heathen, doth mention the two Tables of ſtone 
wherein the law of God was written, and wiſheth moreo- 
uer,all ſuch as bee ſtudious of vertue, to learne out of his 
verſes diuine knowledge : whereby (faith he) they ſhall vn- 
derſtand & know the author of the world, which © one g od, 
which created all things cheriſh:th all things,nouriſheth all 
things who ts not ſeen with mortall eyes,but is perceined on- 
ly by the minde:wvich doth no hurt to mortal men,in ſo much 
as he is the cauſer and procurer of all good things. Further- 
more he addeth, that no natural man hath ſcene God at any 
time,except only a certaine moſt goaly old man that came of 
the Chaldeans (viz. Moſes), Atlaſt hee concludeth with 
this ſaying; That he had learned theſe _ out of the mo- 


namits which Gad in times paſt had delinered in two "= of 
ones. 


Vide Plut.de 
placit, Philo. 
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ftone, Linns alſo ſaith, that God created all mhings, and in 
the ſeuenth day hadfiniſhed al things. Homer alſo and He- 
ſrodus teſtifie the ſame, the one ſaying that the ſeuenth day 
did perfc&t andfiniſh all things; the other, Septimany lucem 
fuifſe ſanftam & prafulgidams : That the ſeuenth day was 
moſt holie arid bright. How the earth was without forme 
before it was faſhioned by God, Ovid teſtifieth, calling ir 
a Chaos, which is rudis indigeſtaque moles, a rude and vn- 
faſhioned heape : which FHemer and Heſiedus allo teſtifie, 
callingit Hyle,a certaine vnſhapen and rude matter, which 
God afterwards brought into good forme and faſhion. 
Theſe haue teſtified, wee ſee, of the creation of the world, 
(which is the great maruell of maruels ) affirming in man- 
ner the very words of Moſes which hce writeth in Gene- 
fis,ſhewing that the world had a beginning, and that God 
created heauen and earth, and all therein in ſeuen dayes, 
and that the ſeuenth day was holy vnto the Lord. And 
this truth of Moſes hiſtorie concerning the creation of the 
world, all the chiefe and beſt learned Philoſophers a- 
mong(t the heathen did alſo firmely beleeue. The flood 
that drowned the world , which wee call the flood of 


Toſ.lib de antiq.. Noe, not onely Owidteſtifieth in his Metamorphoſis, but 
1ud.Euſeb.lib.g. alſo divers ancient heathen writers , namely Beroſws Cal- 
de prep. Euang. dens, lerenymus e/Egyptus,Nicolans Damaſcenus, Abyae- 


Euſeb.lib,g.de 
Prep.chs 


»ns,and others ( according as both [oſephus and Enſebins 
doe proue). | 
Concerning the Tower of Babylon, and confuſion of 
tongues there,(which Moſes, recordeth Gen. 1 1.)teſtimo- 
ny is giuen by Abydenss,that liued about King Alexaders 
time,and by Sybi/la,and by the words of Heffrews,concer- 
ning the land of Senxar, where it was builded : and thcle 
Gentiles doe ſhew by reaſon,thart if there had not bin ſome 
ſuch miracle in the diuifion of tongues, no doubt but that 
all rongues being deriued from one,(as all men are of one 
Father)would (till haue retained the ſame language, which 
wee ſce, was ſeenc long, not to be in the world : the diffe- 
rence of languages.in the world, is a proofe of that contu- 
{10n of tongues, 
Of 
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Ofthelong life of the firſt Patriarks, not onely the forc- 
named Beroſws Caldens, leronymus eAgypins, Nicolans 
Damaſcenus, Abydenns,but alſo Menethns, that gathered 
the hiſtorie of the Egyptians, Molus Heftiens, that wrote | 
the Acts of the Phcenicians, Heſiodus, Hecatens, Abderica | 
Helanicnus, ,/E«vſilaus, and Ephorws doe teſtifie, that theſe 
firft inhabiranrs of the world did liue ſo long, And they 
alleage the reaſon thereof to bee for themultiplication of 
people, and for the bringing of all Sciences to perfection, 
eſpecially Aftronomy and Aftrology,which (as they write) 
could not bee brought to any Calfokene perfection by any 
one man. that had liued lefle then fixe hundred yeeres, in 
which ſpace the great yeere ( as they call it ) returneth a- 

t, 

Of Abraham and his affairesT haue alleaged ſome hea- 41ex,poynip, 
then writers before, as Beroſus, Hecat ens, and Nicolas lib.de Iudaica 
Damaſcenss:but of all others, Polyhiſtoy alleageth Enpole- biſtoria, 
ww; moſt at large of Abrahams being in Egyprt,of his fight 
and victory inthe bchalfe of Lox,of his entertainement by 
King Melchiſedech,of his wite and fiſter Sara, and of other 
his Joings,elpecially of the ſacrifice of his ſonne /ſaac. To 
whom agreeth e/o,in his books written againſt F ewes, 
and Arrabanys,of the ſtrange lake whereinto Sodows and 
Gomorrah were turned, by their deſtruction, called Mare 
mortuum the dead ſea, where nothing can liue, both Galen, Galen de ſim)! 
Panſanias,Solinws,Tacitus,and Strabs,doteſtific and ſhew Parſuin Elie, 
the particular wonders thereof. : —— Fg 

From Abraham downe to Moſes writeth very particu- — lib. vis 
larly the faid «Llexander Polybiftor, albeit hee mingleth —— 
ſometime certaine fables : whereby appeareth that hee 
rookenot his ſtory wholly out of the Bible.And hee allea- 
geth one Leodemws,who (as hee _ lived with Moſes, 
and wrote the ſclte ſame things as Aoſes did : and with 
theſe alſo do concurre T heodorws a moſt ancient Poet, Ar- 
tabanus & Philen,Gentiles. And therfore it is manifeſt that 
Moſes hiſtory(as allo all the reſt of the ſacred & canonicall 
Scriptures)is no fable or fained martter (as the diuell would 


make ys belecuc) but a true, certaine,and moR yndoubted 
hiſtory 
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hiſtoric in all points, All which marters be ſufficiently and 
ſubſtantially ſhewed alſo euen by the Heathens writings, 
which are too tedious to be here rehearſed. 

But the great wonders and miracles which Aoſes did, 
being acknowledged to bee done not by his owne power, 
but by the power of God, doe ſufficiently giue credit vnto 
him : of whom and of whoſe a&s doe beare witneſle, not 
'onely the forenamed ( eſpecially Artabanns in his booke 
of the Tewes ) but many other alſo (eſpecially Ewpoleme) 
out of whom Potybiſtor reciteth very long narrari6s of the 
wonderfull and ſtrange things done by Moſes in Egypr. 
Yea, the miracles done by him, the greateſt enemies that 
euer he had in the world, that is Approv in his fourth book 
againſt the Tewes,and Porphyrie in his fourth book againſt 
the Chriſtians doe confeſſe. And Pe? phyrie adioyneth more 
for proofe thereof, namely, that hee found the {ame things 
confirmed by the (torie of one Sacomarbon a Gentile, who 
liued ( as hee faith) at the ſame time with Moſes : bur all 
thoſe miracles (ay thoſe two his great enemies)were done 
by Art Magicke, and not by the power of God. But firſt, 
where could Moſes, a ſimple ſhepheard, learne ſo much 
Magicke ? Or why could notthen the great Magicians of 
Egypt either doe the like, or at leaſtwiſe deliver them- 
{clues from thoſe plagues that were in Egypt, (eſpeciallie 
ſince their ſtudie was in Art Magick from their infancie ?) 
yea,why did _ cric out, 7 he finger of God us heere, when 
they could not doe as hee did? Or let them anſwere why 
Pharaoh King of Egypt did ſpcake to Moſes and Aaron, 
{aying : Pray yee vnto the Lord, that hee may taks away the 
frogs from me,and from my peorle.His great Magicians be- 

like could not doe it; yea, he f1gnifieth in that ſpeech, that 
none can doe it but God ; yea, and that neither Moſes nor 
Aaron could doe it any otherwiſe then by praying vnto 
God, And indeed Moſes and eAaxon did by prayer vnto 
God effect it, at the very ſame time that the King did ap- 
point jt to be done : that he and all the world might know 
that there was not any like vnto the God of Iſrael. 

Where did you euer heatc of ſuch workes done by Art 
Magicke 
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Magicke as Moſes did ? When hee diuided the great and 
mightie red Sea,that the people of Iſrael might go through 
the drie land?When the waters came together againe vpon 
Pharaob,and all his hofte,and drowned them, and all as Exod.1 4. 
glory in the Sea? When hee calle ſo many Quailes vpon Exed.16. 
the ſudden into the Campe,as ſufhced to feede fixe hun- 
dred thouſand men,beſide women and children ? When he £9.17. 
made a very Rocke by ſmiting it, to yeeld foorth abun- 
dance of water, ſufficient for the whole companie of 11. 
rael? When hee cauſcd the ground to open and ſwallow yumb.1s, 
done aliue,three of the greateſt of his Army,(orah, Ds- 
than,and Abiram,together with their tabernacles, bagges 
and baggages? 
Beſide. what wondrous workes or miracles ſocuer Mfo- 
ſes did,he alwaies acknowledged to come from God,reie- 
&ing _—_ all glorie from himlelfe, and attributing and 
celding all the gloric vnto God. Againe, in his writings 
_ ho not excuſe nor conceale his owne finne, nor the 
fin of his people, no notthe finne of Aaron his owne bro- Deut.z2. 
ther, nor of Mary his ſiſter, nor of Lexi his Grandfather, —_ 
nor of any other of his linage and kindred. Neither did hee yon . 
once ſecke or goe about m—_ hee were in place of 
power and authoritie to doe it)to bring in any of his owne 
fonnes into the rule and gouernment after his deceale, (al- 
though hee had many) bur left the onely rule and gouern- ,,,, . 
ment vnto a ſtranger, named /oſwah, as God comman- yumb 27. 
ded, 
All which things doe ſhew(and many more too tedious 
to rchearſc) that Moſes, both in his writings, in his words, 
and in his workes, was no man of ambition, or of world! 
ſpirit, but 2 mecke,humble,durifull, obedient, and faichfull 
{cruant of God in all matters. 
The hiſtoric of Afo/es therefore being the molt ancient, 
and che lame being moſt vndoubred and certaine true, in # 
{o much as hee and his hiſtorie doe plentifully reſtific of 
Chriſt, which was to come, and ſhould be heard in all that 
hee ſhould tay and teach; it remaincth that his religion 
which hce hath taught yvatothe world,is the onely true rc- 
s ligion, 


- 


Luke 24.4}. 


("1 5.35% 


\ 
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ligion,and all otherreligion (not grounded on the like an- 
tiquitie and truth)to be abandoned. 

6 None can diſcredit Afoſes,northe Plalmes,nor any of 
the Prophets amongſt the Iewes,but they muſt withall dif- 
credit Chriſt : for Chriſt ſaith thus of himſelfe, that .4/ 
mn/t be fulfillid which were writte of h m in Moſes,the Pro. 
phets,and the Pſalmes. Againe, hee fendeth ſuch as would 
know of him whether hee were the true £H-fits, to the 
Scriptures of the Tewes,faying thus : Search the Scriprures, 
for they are they that tefterfie of mee So that Chriſt, Meſes, 
the Plalmes,and the Prophets,in a word, the whole Cano- 
nicall Scriptures of the Iewes doe goe arme in arme,and be 
linked rogather hke inſeparable 2 ends that will not bee 
ſundred : and therefore the one is alwaies a proofe for the 
other ; as likewiſe a diſproofc of the truth of che one,is a 
diſproofe of the other : and thereforc is it, that though the 
incredulous Tewes be ſo falle in friendſhip,as that they will 
not (through vnbelectc) rake part with the Chriſtians, yer 
the Chriſtians be more firme, and will hold with the Scrip- 
tures of the Tewes to the death. Now if there were no more 
to proue the Diuinitic of Chriſt, but the great and wonder- 
full miracles which he did (fome whereof were ſuch, as ne- 
uer any did before, nor could doc but God onely) it were 
ſufficient to proue him to be the Sonne of God,and that he 
came from « boſome of his Father. The great and many 
miracles that he did (being famous not onely in Iudea, but 
inall the Romane Empirc, and fo ouer all the world) are 
and vere ſuch as none of the Heathen dare doc,or can de- 
nie,but all acknowledge. And therfore I conclude,that the 
Chriſtian religion, proceeding from ſo diuine a power,and 
from one whoſe workts and wonders arc aboue all the 
world,is the moſt yndoubted truce Religion, 

7 Chnit did neuer any hurt on eaith, bur hce did mar- 
ueilous much good, hee healed all manner of dilcaſcs, hee 
cauſed tie dumbe to ſpeake, the halt to goc,the blinde to 
ſee,& the deafe to heare : he ſtilled the raging of the winds 
and ſeas,gaue fight to him that was borne blind, raiſed the 
dead to hfe againc, calt out Diucls, knew mens thoughts, 

R and 
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and did ſuch workes as no man could doe, except God 
were with him, yea, except himſelfe were God. Morcouer, 
his life was ſuch, as none was able to accuſc him of any 
finne, ſo pure and vnreprooucable was hee. Againe, the 
yam. taught was farre from a worldlie ſpirit, being 
moſt heauenhlie, moſt innocent, and moſt diuine, for never 
any man ſpake as he ſpake,nor with ſuch authority. Again, 
he atwaies pronounced that he ſought not his own glorie, 
(which decciuers are wont to doe) but the glorie of his ta- 
ther; and 2s hee ſpake,to it was indeed. The whole courſe 
of his life and death,iclurrection, and aſcenſion doth ſhew 
the ſame : For when the Iewes would haue made him an 
earthly King, hee would none of it, but conucied himſelfe 
away, Iohn 6.15, teaching his Miniſters to doe the like : 

Luke 22. 25. 26: for hee proclaimed that his kingdome 
was not of this world, lohn 18.436, but that he came to doe 
the will of his Father, Ouer and aboue all this, hee was the 

greateſt Prophet that euer was, and foretold diuers things 

(as namely, that hee ſhould bee crucified of the Jewes, and 

the third day riſe againe: that Ieruſalem and the Temple 

{ſhould be r Aunt cre that generation paſſed : that after 

his aſcenſion, the holie Ghoſt ſhould come vpon his Dit- 

ciples aflembled ar Teruſalem, and diuers others)all which 

the world doth know came to paſſe accordingly. And no- 

thing which hee hath ſpoken, bur it ſhall bee performed : 

for ; was ncuer any fraud within his lips, or falſehood 

within his tongue, And therefore I conclude, that the Re- 

ligion of bhym ( who was molt holie in his hte, moſt harme- 

lefſe rowards othcrs, moſt bountifull rowards ail , mot 

wonderfull in his workes, moſt true in his prophecies, 

molt heauenly ir his doctrine, not: fauouring ct any car- 

nal delight or worldly affe&tion,nor by any way or meanes 

tccking his owne glorie,but the glorie of God, and to doe 

the will of his Father) is and mult ncedes. be the oncly true 

Religion, 

8 Another argument I frame thus; Thot religion which 
proceedeth vndoubredly from God, is the true religion : 
Bur the Chriſtian religion proccedeth vndoubredly from 
Ged 
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God : Ergo, &c. Thar it proccedeth vndoubtedly from 
God, I prooue thus : Either it muſt proceede from God, or 
from the Divell,or from men : bur it is too holy to proceed 
eithcr from men or Diuels ; for it ouerthroweth the workes 
and kingdome of the one, and forbiddeth rhe reuenging 
ſpirit of the other : (commaunding men to loue their ene- 
mics, to doe good to them that hate them and perſecute 
them)and it condemneth their wanton cye,and the adulte- 
rous thoughts of their hearts, and their couetous humonr, 
admitting no vncleanneſſe or impuritie, and forbidding all 
iniquitie and wickedneflc, be it neucr ſo ſecret or cloſe.Sith 
therefore itis ſo oppoſite and contrary to mens aftections, 
wherewith naturally they be carried, and that it comman- 
dethto be holie, euen as God is holic; it is manifeſt, that it 
can neither bee of mans deuiſing, nor of the diuels inuen- 
tion : it remaineth therefore,that it muſt necds be of God, 
and conſequently the only truc Religion. 

9 Another argument is this:that Religion which reſpe- 
Etcth onely the glorie of God, is, and muſt needes bee the 
only truc Religion. But ſuchis the Chriſtian Religion : for 
it alloweth not any mano glorie in himſelfe, but {ſEeweth 
that whoſoeuer gloricth, ſhould gloric in the Lord,1.Cor. 
1.39.31. Rom.4.2. Therefore the Chriſtian religion is the 
only true religion. 

10 Laſtly,the ſpreading and preuailing of the Goſpell 
of Chriſt oucr the vniuerſall world, when as all the world 
(both Iewes and Gentiles ) were ſet and oppoſed againſt 
it, doth demonſtrate plentifully and effeCtuallie, that the 
Chriſtian Religion proceedeth from God, and that God 
1s the author thereof:for if it had not had a God to proteCt 
and patronage it,and to make it paſſe currantly through 
the world,it muſt needes haue beene viterly ſuppreſſed and 
choked, eucn in the ſpringing and firſt rifing thereof, For 
after the aſcenſion of Chriſt Iclus into heaucn, what were 
his few Apoſtles(inthe judgement of reaſonable men) able 
to doe,for the ſpreading and preuailing thereof,againſt the 
force and power of all the world, which was then readie 
bent with all both fury and fraud, violence and vengeance, 
and 
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and with all their deuices which they: could inuent to fup- 
[pn had his few Apoſiles to per- 
wade the —— therein, to or mm. and em- 
bracing of that Chriftianreligio whi Were appoint 
ted to preach? They (as nts know) were reputed and 
knowne to be vnlearned: men, but onely that they were 
taught and inftrufted by the Spici of God, which ( accor- 
ding to the promiſe of Chriſt their Maſter ) at the time ap- 
nokneddeendad downe vypon them, being aſſembled ar 
Ierufalem; by which _ they were inabled to ſpeake all 
languages,and imboldened to preach his Goſpell and reli- 

10n,in ſuch ſort,and with ſuch puiſſant and divine wiſe- 
, _—_ none ſhould be able to refiſt thar ſpirit they ſpake 
by,howſocuer their perſons might be hindered, moleſted, 
vexed and perſecuted. This,cuen this is a wonder of won- 
ders, and an infallible demonſtration of the divine vertue 
of the Chriſtian religjon, that it hauing ſo fewto publiſhir, 
and ſuch as they were,8 being incountred by all the Prin- 
ces and Potenates of the world,it ſhould notwithſtanding 
ſo ſtrangely preuaile, as within a ſhort time to be vniuerſal- 
ly ſpread ouer the face of the whole exrth. Who can now 
{ay but that it was protected, 8 preuailed by thepower of 
God? for the power of all the world was againſt it : and if 
the Chriſtian religion had beene: no better proteRed by 
God,then by men,alas it had periſhed long ago;yca,it had 
neuer lived yniill this day,but it had; been chokedeuen ar 
the firſt vpriſing, & as it were in the-cradleor infancy ther- 
of, Let all wits therefore throw. downe themſclues,and let 
all tongues freely confeſle the diuine vertue of the Chriſti- 
an religion, which could not be - or ſuppreſſed: bur 
was fo mighty,as that the powet of all the world, and all 
the diuels in hell joyning with them, was not able to ſtay 
rhe courle andpaſſage thereof; bur that it did preuaile,and 
that within ſhort ſpace,ouer all the earth. And therefore 
the Chriſtian religion (without all doubt) is the onely true 
religion, which came downe from heauen, being brought 
by Ieſus Chriſt the true Meſhas, fromthe boſome of God 
the Fathes.Of which(hauing ſo =_ & ſo infallible argu- 


ments 
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ments to proue to euery-mans ſenſethe truth thereof) none 
can doubr,except he will alfo- doubt whether the cye doth 
ſee,thecare doth heare,and the heart doth vnderftand: the 
euidence thereof is ſo cleerc and manifeſt, as that it is able, 
ifnot to.conuert, yet to conuince all gainſaiers wheſocuer, 
and to makevs that already profeſfe, firmely to hold the 
ſame; knowing for certaine, thatthe Chriſtian religion is 


theonlytruereligion inthe world;and that faluation isno 


where elſe tobe ſought. For runne oucr all the religions of 

the world,and whiere ſhallyou finde any ſo pure,ſo divine, 

{o powerfull,ſo miraculous? it hath all the fignes, tokens, 

arguments and proofes that may be,forthe {plendent truth 

—" on ro.demonſtrate;that vyndoubtedly it came from 
od, 


| - 2; 1 Cnan TV. : - 
 TPheregn is briefly ſbewed,thereligion of Mahomet,to be 4 
faiſe and wicked religion, 


SF I ſhall ſpeakſomthing of the Mahometiſh 


ponent y Religion, I thinke the truth of the Chriſti- 
IP 1 27 anReligion will appcareſomuch the more : 
2p: for when blacke and white are laid together, 
SOFEKDY the white carrieth the greater eſtimation and 
glory with it, And befide, Mahomer himſelfe reſtifieth of 
Chriſt;to be a great Prophet of Gad,and agreat worker of 
miracles: And that rhe ſame Tefus (hriſt was borne of the 
Virgin Mary,that be lined without fin among men, that be 
WAS A at 6 more then a Prophet,and that he aſcen- 
beanens : and thereforehe reproued the Iewes, 
for thatthcy would not belecue himto be borne of a Vir- 
gin. But onthe: other ſide, becaufe hee would not haue 
Chriſt to beare credit abouc himyhe diſliked that he ſhould 
be called or reputed the Sonne of God, But befide the tolti- 
mony of all the former Prophets of the world, both Iewes 
and Gentiles ( as is aforc ſhewed) who doe all teach, that 
he ſhould beethe Sonne of God, Sridas dothy moreouer 
confute this falle Propher, who reporteth in his _— 
renat. 


wt 
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that the Phariſies at Icruſalem called a Councell to find out 
the father of Teſus. They inioined certain women to ſearch 
his mother : the women affirmed they found her a _ 
Then was it recorded inthe famous Regiſter booke of the 
Temple, /eſus the ſon of Grd, and of Mary the Virgin. This 
proueth,not onely that the mother of Teſus was a. Virgin, 
(which M{ahomer truly held) but alſo that Teſus was the 
Son of God(which Mahomet allowed not). And indecde 
AMahomers religion is a patched religion, mixt partly with 
Iudaiſme, partly with Gentiliſine, partly with Papiſme, 
partly with Chriſtianiſme,being ſubrilly contriued for the 
ereCting of the ſame, and to bring followers after him, 
whereof ſhall be ſpoken more hereafter, 

The beginning of Mahomers viurping, and of his ſe&t, Mattheus 
was thus : many hundred yeeres after Chrift,namely,in the _—_ on flexs 
yeere of our Lord 597.andin the raigne of anricias the Nrenchſlees, 
Emperour, when as Gregoriws Magnus was — of Chro.de Sara- 
Rome, this Mahbower was born (being of the lime of /ſmmg- cen. Tues 


. - elthe ſonne of Abraham,by Agar the bond-woman, ha- 9% 


wing vnto his father one eAb4are & ynto his mother one 
Emma,being very obſcure and bale parents) in Mechaa 
citic of Arabia : hus parents deceaſed,and left him a very 
young Orphan, whoin ſhort time by miſaduenture was 
taken captive. This being once knowne ynto his kindred, olet.Geogr; 
one «d-1moraples (faith YVolaterom) an Imaelite, bearing lib.12, 
him good will, for his fauour and forwardneſle of wit, paid 
his ranforne, and made him ſertiant and faRor in all his 
merchandize. 
Not long after, his maſter died without iſſue,and his fer- 
uant Mahomer matched with his miſtreſle, awidowoffif@ 
tie yeeres of age, called Eadigam, and ( faith Paulus Dia- Paul Diac.rer, 
cons ) his owne kinſwoman : ſo that his maſter being of kom. lb.18, 
credit and ſubſtance,and his miftris ( afterwards his wife) 
of no leſſe account,and ſo ſhortly after departing this life; 
he ſucceeded them both in credit, and all their ſubſtance, 
and by this meanes grew. to a great power and eftima- 
tion. Diacorss further ſaith, that this ſabomet for the 


ſpace of tenne yeeres gauc himlelfe ſecretly by perſyaſion 
D 2 to 


Sabel. Zaead. 
$.1ib,$, 


$o6l [457 
' Fl 14#, 


Auent'm, 
Angxal.lib.z. 


Gods Avvo 


os as Ont 
to bewitch the people, and other tenne yeeres after, with 


Rogues and vagabonds that repaired ynto him, with force 
of Armes, with tword, and ſheading of blood, he'ſpent in 
ſubduing of countries. And laſtly, nine yeercs hee openly 
and manifeſtly enioyed as a decemner, a falſe Propher, and 
a King ouer thoſe whom he had already infe&ed through- 
out Arabia, 

Sabellictss writeth,that Adahowers father was an Hea- 
then,and his mother an Iſmalite,wherby it camero paſſe, 
that whileſt his mother taught ſomewhat of the religion 
ofthe Hebrewes,and his father on the other ſide the reli- 
gion ofthe Gentiles, CMahomer (like a durifull child, but 
not like a diſcreet ſonne) obeyed both, and that was ſome 
cauſe of the mixt andparched religion. He had the fallin 
ficknes, which tooke him fo extreamely, that he grouell 
along the ground,and fomed piteoufly at his mouch. His 
wife being of great honour and ſubſtance, bewailed her 
hard hap im matching with'zbeggerlyraſcall;8 a diſeaſed 
creature : buthee.( with his wilie companions ) haui 
raught aDoue to'feede at his care, wherein hee hadpur 

aines of corne, perſwaded his wife to'bee content, and 
be :ouncly lure eras Proplerpbncche Spire of Gad 

: , that he wasa ; $pirir of 
fell ypon = aur Gabriel in the forme of 
aDoue came to hiseare,and to him ſecrets from 
God, whoſe preſence he was not'able to abide: and there- 
fore was it that he ſo proftrated himſelfe, & lay in a trance. 
His wife beivg herewith ſatisfied, ſhee began to chat the * 
fame imoogitherGallips ſayingeSup nothing,myy bnsband 
& « Propher.The women after their manner ( wherof ſome 
ef them can keepe no counſell)blazed abroad that Mahe- 
wer Was 2' ,and ſo fromwomenirt-came to men. 

This being oncenoyfed, 'they flocked vnto him from 
all-parts of Arabia, He being throughly inſtruted in Sa- 
trans {choole,and well feenein Magicke, obſeruedthepre- 
fent opportunitie. TheRomans and Perfians then war- 
—_— Mahbomet with his Arabians went, and'firft 


part withthe Romans, but 2-00 
e 
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a ſlie tonch,and forſooke them, and thereby weakned thar 
fide. In a wt ile after he efpied the Perſians goe to wracke : 


and hauing deſpiſed the Romanes, hee ferteth lefle by the Zonoras 4mal. 
Perſians,and then ſetteth foorth himſelfe with might and Tom.3. 


maine, with his Captaines and Licutenant (called Amirel) 
to ſubduenartions, and to deſtroy the Chriſtians,tothe end 
that he might eſtabliſh that falſe religion, deuiſed by him- 
ſelfe and his wicked confederates : hee preuailed wonder- 
fully,and in ſhort time after his deccafe (in the time of Ebu. 
bezer and Hammer, that ſucceſſwely reigned after him in 
Arabia)there were got and {ubducd tothe Arabians,the re- 
gion of Gaza,the Ciry of Boſtra in Arabia,Damaſcus,Phe- 
nicia,Egypr, Paleſtina, the Citic Icruſalem, all Syria, Anti- 
och,Edeſſa,Meſopotamia,al Perſia,yea,and in a manner all 
Aſia. But I may not forget the end of /fahomer,who in an 
euening ſitting vp late 1n his palace, & hauing taken his fill 
of wine, wherein one of his companions had poured ſome 
—_— felt his wonted ſickneſſe approching, and made 
aſte foorth,ſaying,he muſt nceds depart to conferre with 
the Angell Gabrie/,and goe afide, leſt his glorious preſence 
ſhould be an occaſion of their deaths : foorth he went, and 
remembring thart a ſoft place was beſt for his falling fick- 
nefſe, downe he fell vpon a dunghill, groueling along with 
great paine, foming at the mouth, and pom his teeth, 
The ſwine came about the dunghill, fell vpon him, woun- 
ded him {ote, and had caten kim vp, had not his wife, and 
others of his houſe heard the noyle of the hogges, and 
reſcued the falſe Prophct. « Antoninw reporteth, that hee 


was not without ſundrie diſeaſes, which intemperate diet 
L : / Antonin Cbro, 
brought him : _— the Plurifie, anda kinde of Lethar- ,,,, . :;-.; * 


pic : for oftentimes 
im, He continucd drooping the ſpace of fourteene dayes; 
atlength he departed this life.His belly had fuch a ſwelling 
that it ſeemed readie to burſt, and his little finger bowed 
backwards.In the time of his ſicknes, he commanded them 
that were about him, that when breath departed his body, 
they ſhould not ftraightway bury him : br hee ſaid, that 
within three daies he would aſcend into heauen:bur hereby 


G4 appeared 


us ſenſes {cemed to bee taken from cap.s. 
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appeared that hee was a falſe Prophet, for they kept him a- 
boue the ground the third and fourth day,yea(as Flores Hi- 
ftoriarum teſtifieth) the ſpace of thirtie daies, in great hope 
he would riſe and aſcend according to promile; but n 
ſaw nothing,ſauing that they felt an intolerable ſtench, fo 
that in great diſdaine(ſaith Antonius) Eum longe a domibus 
prozecerunt, they caſt him far from houſes. But his compa- 
nions({uch as conſulted with him,& concealed his falſhood 
"Gs and trecherie) remembring themſclues , and wudging that 
"I the diſdaine of CMahomer would be their diſcredit, and his 
| fall their foile and ſhame, they fercht him againe,they cheſt 
Sabel. Aenead. him in an yron coffin, ( ſaith Sabellicr1s and Nauclerns ) 
8.6.6, they bring him vnto the famous temple of Mecha(in which 
Citic he was borne) with great ſolemnitic,as if he had neuer 
| been ſcared vpon the dunghill with ſwine : they conuey to 
the roofe of the Temple mightie Load-ſtones, they life vp 
This was the the yron coffin, where the Load-ſtones according to their 
reporrofold, nature, draw to them the yron, and hold it vp,apd there 

Anton.chro, hangs Mahomet on high. 

part.2.c4Þ.5» _, Thoſethat embracethe religion of Mahomer, are called 


—_— Saracens: for it was the pride of Mahomer to haue them ſo 
Chron, called,to aduance his own doctrine and profeſſion, becauſe 
Nauel, he knew himſelfe lineally deſcended of /ſmae/ the ſonne of 
Gen.22. Agar the bondwoman : therefore to auoid this reproch,he 
Sabel.Aenead,s 


bare the world in hand,that hee came of Sara the free wo- 
man,the wife of Abraham,and called himſelfe and his fol- 
lowers Saracens. Sabellicws writcth, that the Grecians of 
ſpite are wont to call the Saracens, Agarens : for that they 
came not of Sara,but of Agar, 

This Mahomet while hee lived, vſed the companie of 
Sabel. Aenead.8 Chriſtians, Tewes, and Infidels : Et wt popa/arior eſſet eins 
_ bh.6. lex,ex omnium gentium ſeftis aliquid aſſjumpſit : And to the 
—_ ende his law might bee the more fauoured, hee borrowed 

P ſomething of euery Seft. Satan furniſhed him with three 
inſtruments, as helpes to bring his miſchiguous intent a- 
bout, The firſt was a Tew,a great Aſtronomer and a Magi- 
cian, who opened to him at large the Tewiſh follies: the 1e- 
cond,one [oby of Antioch:he third, one Sergins a Monke, 


both 


tb.6, 
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botl: abominable heretickes. Euery one plaid his part. To 

flatter the Chriſtians,he was content to be baptized of Ser- 

gins, and of theſc heretickes he learned with the Sabe/lrans 5obel, aenead,s, 
to deny the Trinitic, with the Manichees to eſtabliſh two {ib.6, 
beginnings,with Exmcmins to deny the equall power of the 

Father ard the Sonne, with Macedonins to call the holiec 

Ghoſt a createre, and with the WVice/aits to allow many 

wines, 2nd wenton luſt, Sergizs the Monke alſo perſwaded 

Mahomet in his Alcoran(ſo is the book of the law tearmed) ,,, part 
to commend the humilitic of- Chriſtian Monkes and »2.jz. 5.Cap.2. ; 
Prieſts : hee made him alſo deliver the Saracens a Monkes 

coule, which: they vic tothis day. Allo imitar Monachorum 

wultas genr fiix1nes many duckings and crouchings like 

the Monkes. Matthias 2 Machonia addeth, that they vic marthias & 
ſhauing : and this no doubt was the Monks doctrine. They Micboude Ser. 

. commend the bleſſed Virgin Mary, confelſe God to be 4. 

the gouernour of all things, and thar Icfus Chriſt was the — 
Apoſtle of God, begotten by the Angell Gabriel on Mary jj, : 
the Virgin,who neuer knew man, and that hee was greater 

and worthier then man : they allow the miracles that Chriſt 

did,and the Goſpell (fo farre foorth as it agreeth with the 

Alcoran) and Moſes and the olde Teſtament, correCting g4þet, Aenead.s 
therein({o preſumptuous is the ſpirit) certainic errors. Hee lib.6, 

called himſelfe a Propher,and that hee was {ent of God to 

ſupplie the imperfections of all lawes : lite forbad his fol- 

lowers all pictures and images in their Temples, hee forbad 

the cating of {wines fleſh, hee commanded purifyings and 

waſhings, «d ſimilitudinem Indeorum, after the manner of 

the Iewes. The Chriſtians haue Sunday for their Sabbath, 

the Tewes Saterday,and Mahomet Friday, to diflent from 

the Hebrewes and Chriſtians : or, as Antoni«s writeth in 

the honour of /exxs the Coddefſic of Arabia,thereby the 

rather to winne that countrie people : and thus it pleaſed 

him to deuiſe a Religion mixt of all theſe, to the ende hee 

might haue of all rcligions ſome to build vp his kingdome, 
And-indeede Mahomet tooke the aduantage of the time : 

for that time was a time of diflenfion among Princes, and 

of diuifion amongſt thoſe which called them(ſclues Chri- 


D 4 Rians 


The vanitie of the hedge is broken, thercit is cafie for the 
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ſtians. Heraclms the Emperor, and Choſdrors King of Per- 
fia were at deadly enmitie, one warring againſt another. 
The Scythian nation were of neither (ide, bur art laſt againſt 
both,raifivg a power of themlclues, hauing Mahome: their 
rin g-leader. The Church was troubled with diuers ſes 
& herchies,as with Neſtorians, Iacobites, Monothelites, &c. 
And then was there contention among(t the Biſhops, who 
ſhould hauc the proud title of vniuerſall Biſhop. God was 
highly diſplealed with this wickedneſſc,and ſuffered Nati- 


ons to riſe as a rod or ſcourge to whip his _—_— where 
caſts of the 


the Turkes re- field toenter and ſpoyle. Now the vanity and falſchood of 


gion. 
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Ant .Cbr0, 


this religion may be proucd thus. 

1 Firſt, b = newnes of it : for it is but of late yeeres 
begun, and fa was ncuer any prophecie that did allow 
of tuch a Prophet, or of che doctrine of ſuch a one. And 
therfore he commeth in his own name, and ſo conſcquent- 
ly.not to be recciued. 

2 Secondly, hee'did no miracle at his comming, , and 
therefore no reaſon that any ſhould beleeue in him. Hee 
{pake vnto the Saracens of himſelfe : Non ſum n.1racaulis 
att indicts a4 ves miſſus : T am not ſent vnto you with mi- 
racles and ſignes. There was no diuine power ſhewed in all 
his practiſe. 

3 Thirdly,it is manifeſt that Mahomer was afalſe Pro 
PRO c he ſaid that within three daics after his death 

e ſhould aſcend into heauen; which was notoriouſly falle, 
as before appeareth, 

4 Fourtuly, the religion of Afahomet is fleſhly, con- 
fiſting in naturail delights and corporall pleaſures, which 
{hew that man,and not the diuine ſpirit of God, is the au- 
thor thereof: for ir is permitted the Saracens by that his 
law to haue foure wiues ( though theſe bee of nigh kinne) 
yea ——— them virgins, and to take beſides as ma=- 
ny of ther which they haue bought and taken capriues, as 
their abilitie will ſerne to maintaine. The paradiſe likewiſe 
promiſed to his followers is this, namely they ſhall haue 
garments of ſilk, with all forts of colours, bracelets of gold 


and 
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and Amber, parlours and banquetting houſes ypon floods 
and riuers, veſſels of gold and filuer, Angels ſeruing them, 
bringing in gold, milke, filucr, wine, lodgings furnithed, 
cuſhions, pillowes, and downe-beds, moſt beautifull wo- 
men to accompanie them,maidens & virgins with twinck- 
ling eycs,gardens and orchards with arbours, fountaines, 
ſprings, and all manner of pleaſant fruite, riuers of milke, 
hony,and fpiced wine,all maner of ſweet odors, perfumes, 
and fragrant ſents : and to bee ſhort, whatſocuer the fleſh 
{hall detire to care. Thus fleſhly people haue a fleſhly reli- 
gion,and a fleſhly paradile to inhabite. Bur like Prophet, 
like people, and like religion : for Mahomer himielfe was 
ſuch a flclthly fellow, as that though modeſt cares are loth 
to heare, yet becaule the filthinefſe of this Prophet may 
not be concealed, I mult vtter it : Hee committed buggery 
with an Aſſe; Bfinius writeth it : Againe, hee committed Bonfin.lib,8, 
adultcric with another mans wife, that vpon diſpleaſure Decad. 
was from her husband : and when hee perceiued the mur- — _ 
! ar.part.1. 
mure ofthe people, hee fained that hee had receiueda pa- {z,y,,14. 
per from heauen, whereia it was permitted him fo to doe, 4nt.cbre.part.2 
to the end he might beget Prophets and worthie men, A- {#1 5.cap.2. 
aine, 1.bomer (as Celins reporteth)had fortie wiues,and — 
Pirthes hee gloried of bimſclfe chat it was giuen him from — 
aboue to exceedten men _ Cleonard ) fiftie men (faith part v.cap.s. 
Antoninns ) in carnall luſt and venerie. Amuicenna one of Auicenna Me- 
Mahomets owne {ef, is himfelte brought in diſliking of '4p%/- 
| this religion, for this reaſon : Becauſe Maheret (laith hee) 
hath giuen vs a law, which ſheweth the perfettion of felicitie 
| to con'iſt in thoſe cthmgs which concerne the body ; whereas 
the wiſe and ſages of old had a yreater deſire to expreſſe the 
felicitie of the ſoule then of the bodie : as for the bodily feli» 
| citie though it were granted them,yet they regarded not nei- 
ther eſte:mrd it ,im compariſon of the felticitie which the ſoule 
requireth, His paradiſe and doQtrine is ſuch, as there ſee- 
meth ſmall difference betweene Epicurilme,Atheiſme, and 
Mahometiſme, 
Mahomets law is atyrannicall law : for hee made it _qyt.Chro. part, 
death to diſpute of it, and if any man ſpeak againſt it on 2.Fit,1 3.C0PaJo 
| c 
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hee) Proditorie occidatuy : Let him bee trayterouſly pur to 
death, And againe, Se audienti.: «cctdarur:Let him be pur 
to death without comming to his anſwere. Q#4 ſar tone 
(faith Sabellicn )palam fecit nihi' ſynceri in ealege eſſe,&c, 
By which decree hee manifeſted, that there is nothing ſin- 
cere in that law, &c, Moreouer, hee wrote in the Arabian 
rongue,and taught his followers, that his religion, A gla- 
dio coxpit,per gladifi tenetur Cf 1. glatio 1ermmatuy: Began 
by the ſword,is holden by the {iword,and is finiſhed or en- 
ded in the ſword. Which ſheweth that the {word and arme 
of fleſh is all the author and protector thar his religion 
hath. Againe, Mahomet made this law amongſt them, ſay- 
ing: He that ſlaieth his enrmie,or 15 ſla ne of h1s enemie, let 
him enter and poſſeſſe Paradiſe He ſpake like a man witha 
carnall ſpirit : teaching reuenge to the vttermoſt, and pro- 
miling paradiſe to ſuch : buc no proofe of adiuine ſpirit ap- 
peareth in him, 

6 As Mahomets religion is defended by force of {word 
and fraude, in ſomuch as hce made it death to call it into 
ueſtion : ſo likewiſe did it begin,as by the force of ſword, 
0 likewiſe by notable fraude, and was eſtabliſhed through 
wiles,deceit,ſubtiltie,and lyes. For firſt hee hauing the fal- 
ling ficknes,perſwaded his wife and others, that it was the 
power of God,and the preſence of the Angell abriel that 
cauſed himto fall downe. Sergizs the bereticall Monk was 
at hand, and bare falſe witneſſeto the ſame{{aith Zownor« ), 
He told them that the ſame Doue which he taught to feede 
at his care, was ſometime an Angcll, and ſometime the ho- 
ly Ghoſt. He had three companions all of a confederacie, 
to deuiſe and face out lyes with him. When hee perceiued 
that men gaue care to him, hee fained that the Angell Ga- 
bric] had carried him to Teruſalem, and thence to haue lif- 

ted him vp to heauen, and there to haue learned his law. 
Hee made the Saracens belceue, that before (od made 
the world, there was written in the Throne of God, There 
is no God but the God of Mahomet.Whe& he had framed his 
Alcoran,and bound it vp faire, hee cauled ſecretly a wilde 
Aſſeto bee taken, and the booke to bee bound about his 
necke, 
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necke,and as he preached ynto the people, vpon a ſudden 

he ſtood amazed, as if ſome great ſecrecie were reuealed to 

him from aboue,& brake out and told the people; Behold 

Ged h:th ſent you a law from heanen : goe to ſuch a deſert, 

there ye ſhall ſinde an Aſſe,c a book tied abort his nech. The 

people ran in great haſte, they found it ſo as hee had ſaid, 

they take y Aﬀle, they bring the book,they honor the Pro- ,,:,,. i... 
phet. Touching diuorced and ſeparated wiues,hee told the op. r2.10þ. 
Saracens hce had recciueda paper from heauen. Hee vſed Leolib.z.caps 
{oothlaying and diuination, the which at Feſla, a Citie of 23:4ph7ic. 
Mauritania, nto this day is called Zarragia. He perſwaded 

his followers, that at the end of the world he thould bee Bern.in Roſan, 
tran{formed into the forme of a mightic Ram, full of locks .1./erm.to. 
and long fleeces of wooll : and thar all that held of his law, 
ſhould be as fleas ſhrouding themiſclues in his fleeces, and 
that he would jumpe into heauen, and ſo conuey them all 
thither, Theſe and ſuch like were his fleights, to beguile a 
fooliſh,rude,and barbarous countrey people : the foolerie, 
on ane yanitic of whoſe religion, I truſt euery one doth 
ufficiently perceiue. 

7 44 ances religion is no true religion, but a meere 
deuice of his oyyne, and of rWee others bis falſe conſpira- 
tors: forhee hath patched together his Alcoran of the do- 
Erine of Heathens, Indians and Arabians, of ſuperſtitious 
Iewes,of Rechabires, of falſe Chriſtians & Kar 7 Ne- 
ſtorians,Sabellians,Manichees, Arians, Cerinthians,Mace- 
donians,Funomians,and Nicolaitcs,of illuſfions,and inuen- 
tions of their owne : and laſtly, (for further credit) he bor- 
rowed {ome out of the old and new Teſtament. But God 
will not thus be ſerucd : for hee deliuered his minde of old 
ynto lfracl,and he is not changed, but continucth the ſame 
God (till. Tee ſh41/ not ({aith God) doe euery man what ſee- 
meth han co0d in his 1wne ey's ; Whatſoener I comman4yan, 
take heed you due it : thou ſhalt put nothing thereto, nor take 
eght therefrom, Satan being coniured to deliver the truth 
of the Alcoran of Maboamet.laid,that therein were comprt- x aſcicul.tem. 
ſcdtwelue thouſand lyes,and the reſt was trutin: by all hke- 
lihood yery little, And therctore I conclude, that there is 
no 
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no c-1iJerce to prove Mahomer a true Prophet, many to 
\ prouel imto beafalſe Propher,and blaſphemous, and pre- 
ſumprvcus,w" bis religion to be a wicked, carnall, abſurd, 
and f*'ſe rel; gion, proceeding from a proud ſpitit, and hu- 
mane, ſubcilc.and corrupt inuention,and cuen from the di- 
uell, the craftie father of lies, a murtherer,and mankiller 


fromthe beginning. And ſo much hereof may ſuſhce. 


Canan Y. 


Wherin «& ſhewed,that the Church of Rome t not the true 
Chnrch of Ged,nor obſermeth the right religion. 


#37 Amnow entring into that great con- 
w> 2 trouerfic betweene the Proteſtants and 
*e#, the Papi hee of them ſhould be 
FAR? the true Chbrch, and true ————_ 
Ne of God in Chriſt: for they both ac- 


ment of theſe bookes, for the triall of the true Church : 
which if they do, (as indeed they muſt) this controucrhie.;s 
at end,8& not worthie to be made a queſtion,or to be doub- 
ted of: for by the ſacred and canonicall writings it ſhall. by 
and by be manifeſt, that the Church of Rome cannot bee 
the true Church poſſibly. But firſt let vs heare what it ſaith 

. for it ſelfe, and what good grounds it hath for the fortifica- 
tion thereof. For if it benot builded ypon a good foundati- 
on,and vpon ſuch grounds as will hold, the whole building 
is liketo lic in the duſt, and to come to ruine, 

1 They hold very ſtiffcly (but not fo ſtrongly) that the 
Church of God militant heere vpon earth, is viſible to the 
outward cye, and may bee pointed out by the finger at 
all rimes, in ſuch ſort as that one may know whither to 

relort, 
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reſort as to the congregation of Gods people, there to 
ioyne himfelfe ynto them,and to praiſe & pray vnto God 


with them, and to doe thoſe things which hee requireth qt ViÞdility or 
their hands.Bur all this cannot profit them,nor hurt vs: for ſplendencie of 


as in the primitiue Churches, perſecuted by thoſe tyrannz. 


call and heathen Emperours, there was a Church of God 


» 1SNO certaine 


though not ſeene of them)who had their meetings & al- or inſeparable 

emblies amongſt themſclues{though ſecretly becauſe of marke ofthe 
their enemies): ſo likewiſe in the dayes of Queene Mary, Truc C murch 
as alſo in all other times of the perſecution of our Church **'®ile- 


by the Romiſh Biſhops and their partakers,our Church no 
doubt was,and might be; and they likewiſe had their mee- 
tings and affemblies, though both they, and the place of 
their refort were ynknowne to thoſe their perſecutors. 

In the time of Diocl/efian the Emperor(eſpecially) Chri- 
ſtians were ſs. waſted, as to the iudgement of men none 
were remaining,their bookes were ed, the Churches 
deſtroyed,and themſelues put to death : in the -ende when 
this great hauocke was made,and cruelty had waſted amt: 
deſtroyed all that could be found, where was then the vi- 
ſible Church? Ir-muſtneeds bee then inforced to hide it 
ſelfe,and ſoit was,and the.glory rhereof ſo eclipſed, that 
' fora while it ſhined no where. And therefore the Church 
is not alwaies viſible & ſeen to the outward eye,nor ſplen- 
dent inthe faces and fight of men, and yet a true Church 


notwithſtanding,as then it was : for it is the Sun,though it Th, Church 
be ſometimes ouerwhelmed with a cloud; andic.is fire til, nor alway 
though it be ſometime raked yp in embers: and fo the vilible, 


rrue Church is and may be, although not ſeene or knowne 
to the world, yea though it ſeeme ouerwhelmed with ty- 
rannicall malice,and hide it ſelfe as though it were cleanc 
extine, b | 

2 Let them tell me where the Chuch was viſible, when 
being aſſembled at Ieruſale,there aroſe a great perſecution 
againſt it, in fo much as they were all difperſed and ſcarte- 
red,as the Text ſhewerh.Or let them tell me,wherc or how 
the Church was viſible, whe Chriſt was {mitten,and all the 
relt were ſcattered and hid, and concealed themielues ; the 


face 


Reach 12.6.7. 


1-K/ng.t9.1l, 
Os 


—_ — _ 


54 _ Arrow againff Athei?s, 
face of the viſible Church was then not in Chrift and his 
Apoſtles, but in the Iewes among the Scribes & Pharitſies : 


% 


and therefore if viſibility bee {uch a marke of the true 


Church, then theſe ( who crucified Chrift ) were the true 


Church,and nor Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoltles : which who 


dare affirme? Yea,who will not denic? Yca,when the ſhep- 
heard was ſmitten,and the ſheepe ſcattered, and yet a true 


- Church; who can denie bur that a true Church may bee, 


though ir be not apparantly vilible and ſeeneto the world? 
Whar ſhall I ſay more? Doth not $. /oh» in his Reuelation 


- teſtifie expreſly, That the Charch of Chriſt ( ſ1gnified there 


by a woman) fagit in ſolitudinem, fled into a deſert, or wil. 
dePes,where ſhe had a place prepared for her of God,and 
where ſhe could not” for a certaine ſeaſon bee found of her 


perſecutors? Let them further ſhew mee how the Church 


was viſible in the time of £Has the Prophet, when he com- 
plained that himſelfe was left alone ; O Lord (faith he)they 
hane forſaken thy conenat,they hane deſtroyea thine Altars, 
and /laine thy Prophets with the ſword': and 1 am left alone, 
Elias did notthinke himſelfe to beſo/xs propheta relittas, 
(as Campian anſwered inthe Tower) 1 i he ſpakcnot of 


-himſelfe _ in that reſpect : but in thisreſpet, 'thar hee 


rooke himlelfe to be the only true worſhipper that was left 
in Iſrael: which is manifeſt by the anſwer which God gaue 
him : namely,that beſides him he had ſeuen thouſand true 
worſhippers yet — which had not bowed their 
knee to Baa! : T demand of the Papiſts, when Ela; knew 
no other true worſhippers of God but himſelfe, how the 
Church was viſible?for whither hc ſhould go to find a true 
worſhipper he knew not. Againe,it is written in 2,Kin.16, 
that vnder the raigne of Achas there was taken a patterne 
of the Altar of the Tdolaters of Damaſcus, and that YVrias 
che high Prieſt remoued the Altar of the Lord : whereby ir 
appeareth,that the Prieſthood was corrupted,the Altar rc- 
moued,and conſequently the ſacrifices ceaſcd, &c. Whar 
viſibility of the true Church could there be in thoſe daies, 
Either of Achas, Hanaſſer, and other Kings being Idola- 


#Tcrs,then the Temple ir ſelfe ( where onely by the Law of 


God, 
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God,the Tewes were to offer the ſacrifices) was polluted 
and defiled with heatheniſh Idolatrie ? What Church or 
congregation could any man ( in this caſe) haue reſorted 
yato,to haue performed a true and acceptable {acrifice vn- 
to. God in thoſe times, when the Temple of Ierufalem 
(which was the place to worſhip at ) would admit no true 
worſhippers,but only Idolaters? It is therefore manifeſt, 
that a true Church may be, though they know not a con- 
gregation of God to relort to; yea though it bee cloſe and 
not ſeenc or known one to the other,nor yet tothe world, 
And conſcquently viſibility ( which. the Papiſts make a 
make ofthe Church )is no perpetuall marke therof. Yea, 
if tuch viſibility ſhould bee a marke of the true Churth, 
then were the Idolatrous people in the'time of El1as,in the 
time of Ach.4, Manaſſes, and many other Kings of Iſrael 
that were Tdolaters, the'true Church, who indeede were 
the falſe Church : and then were El14s and all other the 
true worſhippers of God, who had in thoſe times no pla- 
ces.left to ſacrifice.in, the falſe Church, which is abſurd, 
Chr; ſo;?ome faith,that inthe time of rhe abomination of de- 


ſolat:on (ſpoken of by Chriſt Teſus,in Mat.24.) that is, in coop, in 
the time of wicked hercfie, which is the army of Antichriſt Mat.24. 


(as he expoundeth it): Nwulla probatiopoteſt eſſe Chriſtiani« 
rats, neqne effugium poteſt eſſe Chriſtianorum alind volen- 
tium cognoſcere fidei veritatem niſi ſcripture dinine: No 
proofe can be mad: of Chriſtianity neither can there bee any. 
other refuge for Chriſtians which are deſirous to hnow the 
true faith but onely the dinine Scriptures, And therefore I 
conclude ( which is apparant) that the true Church ſome- 
time is in {luch a ſtate, as that vifibleneſle cannot diſcerne: 
or proue it, but onely the dine Scriptures muſt demon- 
ſtrate and declars it : and conſequently it is demonſtra- 
tively manifeſt, that it is no true poſition of the Papiſts,thar 
the Church of Gods alwaies and enermore viſible, ſeene, 
and (pl-ndent, to the outward eye and view of the world, 
Wherefore the Papiſts doe ys great iniurie, and bewray: 
their owne ignorance, when they would haue vs to-ſhew 
ur Church 1n all tunes and ages ( which notwithſtanding 
—_ 


A«Theſ 2.3.4. 
The Church 
may crre. 
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perhaps may be done)for our Church was alwaies,though 
it were not feene or knowne to them, bur lay hid and kept 
it ſelfe cloſe from their furie and tyrannie, as the firſt and 
primitive Churches did from their bloody perſecutors. 
Our Church was then perſecuted in thoſe times when it 
could nor be ſeene,and many then, like conſtant Martyrs, 
endured the tyrannic of that Romiſh religion ; ſo that 
ſome were baniſhed,others fled into other Nations, ſore 
endured martyrdome at home, ſome other hid theraſelues, 
but the whote Church generally was vexcd, and opprel- 
ſed. And therefore when our Church was thus perſecuted, 
itis a good argument ( Tthinke) to ſay; Wee had our 
Churchthen'and alwaies, though a perſecuted Church, 
though a Church chaſed and purſued, mou a Church 
ſcattered, though a Church not ſeene or viſible to them, 
yea though in it ſelfe in were enlightned from God many 
ages together, namely,cill the tyrannie of Antichriſt were 


oue 
. Secondly, another erronious pofition whereby they are: 
meably 4; L 


ecciued, is this; They bold the Charch cannot 
erre : and therefore ſuppoſe becauſe the Church of Rome 


- was once the true Church of God,therfore it is ſonow and 


euermore. As though there might not bee an Apoſtafie in 
the Church, which $.Pa#/ afftirmeth there ſhould. Or as 
though a particular Church'( for the Church of Rome is 
but aparticular Church)could not erre?Yea,as though ge- - 
nerall Councels(which repreſent the whole Church)could 
not erre : for ſo they affirme, but how truly, let the world 
iudge. Andifit may be ſhewed that general Councels haue 
erred,or may erre,then they yeeld their cauſe in this be- 
halfe, I wiſh they would for their owne fakes : for falſe Ie- 
ſuites and Seminaries do bur deceiue themſelues & others, 
to their owne confuſion in this world,and, except they re- 

pent,in the world to come. 
. That generall Councels may erre,is manifeſt by Augs- 
fine,who plainly teacherh,thar only the Scriptures cannor 
erre,all other writers may erre, Prouinciall councels may 
ere: lalily hee faith; (oncilia que finut ex vninerſs orbe 
Chri. 
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Chrifiano priorapoſterioribus ſapormendricum alique ex- Augxſt,Tom.s. 


all the Chriſtian world, are often correfted th: former by the 
later, when by any triall of things, that is opened which was 
ſont, and that is known: which was bidden. A general Coun- 
cell may be corrected (ſaith Angn/ine ). Ergo,it may erre, 
And therefore Awgn/tine ſpeaketh plainely to Maximian 


. 0 reram aperituy lanſuns erat, & copnoſcitur lib.z contra 
Reed Latebat : That general Councelewhich are gathered of Pont 


the Biſhop ofthe Arrians : Neither engbe { ro alleadge the Avg cont. 
Canncell of Nite,nor thouthe Councellof Arrimine, to take Maximin.loh,g. 
adaartage thereby : for neither am [ bonnd, nor brld by the ©14 


axthoritic of this, nor thou of that; ſet matter with matter, 
canſe with cauſe,or reaſon with reaſon; try the matter by the 
anthoritie of Scriptures,no! proper witneſſes to any of vs,but 
indifferent witneſſes to vs both, 4 


In the time of Conſtantine that Chriſtian Emperour was Theeder.lib.s, 
the firſt and laſt Councell of Nice, wherein according to 7+! 8, 


our Creede was decreed, that Chriſt was God as well as 

man. In the time of Conftantine (Conſtantinus Sonne) fa- 

uoring the errour of the Arrians, it was decreed in 

Councell of Arrimine, that Chriſt was not God, but on«;y 

man. This Councell of Arrimine did erre (and that groſle- 

iy) in a marter of faith. Ergo, it is palpais that a generall 
ouncell may erre,cuen in matters of faifhy. 

Againe, generall Councels haue been- contrary one to 
the other, and that in matters of faith: as the Councell of 
Conſtantinople condemned the ſetring vp of Images in the 
Church: and the Councell of Nice afterward allowed Ima- 
ges.One of them(being contrarie) muſt needes bee crroni- 
ous : Erge,a generall Councell may erre. 


The generall Councell confeſſeth it ſelfe that it may concil.Tom-x, 
erre: For the whole Councell prayeth in the end of a gene- de ord.celeb. 
rall Councell (in a ſet forme of Prayer that is appointed ro £97. 


be ſaid after cucry Councel)namely,that God would [gno- 
rantie ipſorum parcere, erroriindulgere: Spare their igno- 
rance, and parden their error: Ergo, agenerall | mmons 
my erre. 


he Pope of Rome (whom the Papiſts hold f: 
op ome (whom e Paglfl w—_—_ 


— 
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of their Church) may erre : Ergo,their wbole Church may 


erre. Anguſtine proueth it erres: Beate memorie /nnocen- 


:;b.2.4d Bonif, tins Papa ſine baptiſmo Chriſti, ſine participatione corporis 


coatra Epiſk, 
Pelag Cap.4. 


& ſangninis Chrifts,vitam non habere parunlss docet : Bee 
hsld, Pope [nnocentins of bleſſed memory deth-reach, that 


young children cannorbe ſaned,except they receine the bap= 


Part.1.diſtin, 
40.cap, 
SiPapa, 


tiſme of Chrift,and alſo the communion of the body and bloud 
of Chriſt, 

But this is taxed for anerrour : Erge,the Pope of Rome 
may erre,and conſequently the whole Church vnder him, 
except perchance members haue a priuiledge aboue the 
head. But what ſhall I necd to ſtand hereupon ? their owne 
Canon law (as is euident in the decrees)doth ſay expreſly, 
that if the Pope bee found negligent of his owne and his 
brethrens ſaluation ; yea, though hee leade innumerable 
people by heapes to the divell of hell,no mortall man may 
preſume_to reproue him: becauſe hee himſelfe being ro 
mdge all, is a iudged of none, ns/i deprehendatur a fide 
denina ; except be be found erring from the faith: whereby it 
appeareth, that they thought hee might erre in matters of 
faith, or elſe that exception was put in vaine, + Bur the 
Pope is no other then a man, as alſo the members of his 
Church be,and bywanum eſt errare; all men are ſubiclt 18 


error, Let cueryMln take heed how he truſteth rhe Pope 


Popiſh errors. 


or any man mortall : for it is written, Ter. 17. Maledriins ho- 
mo qui in homine confidit : Curſed is that man that putteth 
his truſt iyman. And why? Becauſe(as the Prophet David 
faith,Pſal.116.) Al! men are liers in their words,and ſinners 
in their works. But when the doftrine of that man of Rome 
and of his Church is in divers things cleane contrary to the 


 exprefſe word of God, who can denic but it is an apparant 


Ignorance and 
firangenef(* in 
the Scripture. 


erring Church? 

As when it eſtabliſhed ignorance to be the mother of 
deuotion, which Chriſt calfeth the mother of errour,faying: 
Yeerro net knowing the Sermtures, Matth.22.29 : who can 
chufe bur thinke,that it bath no good meaning in ir, bur 
purpoſed onely to build vp the pride of the Pope, of his 
Cardinals, Priefts,Monkes,and other their Eccle- 
fiaſtical 


; Gods EW. ns 
fiafticalmen?Chriſt bidderhe Rowe the Scripe 
ewres,lohn 5.39. this Antichriſt forbi them, ſaying, it 
is perilous,it cauſeth ſchiſms, ſets, and herefies; as though 
they were wiſer then Chriſt. Againe,the Apoſtle Pas/ com- 
rmandeth, that the word of God /hould dwel plentifully in the 
people whereby they wright teach themſelnes : Col. 3.19, But 
the Pope of Rome and his Church alloweth not plentifull 
knowledge of the word in them, yea Ignorance is the 
knowledge that he would defire them to haue. Who wotild 
not iuſtly ſuſpe&t ſuch a Church, and ſuch a religion, yea, 
condemiae it ; when to maintaine.& continue their Church 
in crrors,they would haue none of the people to ſearch any 
{criptures, whereby they might be diſcouered? Thus the fil- 
lie Papiſts (whom I pitie)are led like blind men they know 
not whither, and with their im7licits fides (which is to be- 
lecue (for their part) they know not what) are lamentably 
ſeduced. Ir is good themſelues ſhould ſee and know what 
they belecue,and that their faith and beleefe be night,leſt at 
laſt they be (through ouermuch truſt of their teachers) ex- 
tremely decciued. The people of Berea were highly com- 
mended,and it isnoted to their ptaiſe, that they ſearched 
the Scriprures,to ſee whether thoſe things were true or no 
which Paul himſelf teached:Aft.17. For whoſoeuer he be, 
yea though it were an Angell from heauen, if he teach mat- 
ters contratie to the doctrine of the holy and canonicall 
Scriptures, we are to hold him accurſed,yea and accurſed a- 
eaine, asthe Apoſtle of Chriſt Telus $, Paul commandeth : 
Gal.1.8.9. | 
Againe,the Church of Rome when it taught and hol- 
derh,that che Scriptures were to bee read vnto the people 
or congregation in an vnknowne tongue, what were the 
people the wiſer?Saint Paul would haue all things done to 
edifying in the Church. For faith $. Pal; [s qui ſupplet lo- 
cum indo(ti,quomodo dilturus eſt Amen ad twam gratiarume 
aitionem, quandequidem quid dicas neſcit? How ſhall be tha 
fapplieth bots of an vnlearned men ſay Amen to thy 
thanksgining, when bee vnderſtanduth not what thou ſaie/t? 
x.Cor.14. And inthat whole Chapter hee yttetly = 
| E 2 et 


Againſt Pur. 
ga to Yo 
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keth ſeruice in an vnktowne tongue. And therefore if the 
Church of Rome will not c e their error herein, ſhe is 
paſt all ſhame, and hath the unpudent and ſhameleſſe face 
of an harlot. 

They haue al deuiſed and defended a place of Purgatory, 
wherein all that depart this life be put,and there puniſhed, 
(being a puniſhing fire)vnrill they helpe to fetch them our 
with their Maſſes,and other their inuentions and deuices : 
which they will not do, nor thinke they haue reaſon to do, 
except they hauc good current coine for the ſame. 

And therefore it maybe well and iuſtly called Purgato- 
rie Pick-purſe : and it is manifeſtly apparent hereby, that 


-wealth and great riches of the Clergy,was the onely marke 


they aimed ar. For it hath no warrant in the Canonical 
bookes of the Scriptures : yea, the Canonicall bookes of 
Scriptures ſhew the contrary, and ſo doe the ancient Fa- 
thers. Chriſt in the Goſpell, Luk. 16.ſhewerh only but rwo 
places,namely,Heauen and Hell;ſaying,that the rich mans 
ſoule(which was vnmercifull to Lazarw) went after his 


- dearhto Hell,and there was tormented, and that Lezarae 


ſoule(he being dead) was carried into Abrahams boſome, 
#place of ioy and comfort. To the Theefe which was cxe- 
cuted at the Paſſion and ſuffering.of Chriſt,and beleeued in 
him,Chriſt anſwered, Hodie eri mecum in Paradiſe: This 
day ſhalt thow be with me in Paradiſe : Luke 23.43. Which 
ſheweth that the-ſoutes of the fai neuer come in par- 
gatory fire to be boiled and puniſhed : for all their ſinne is 

orgiuen, and conſequently, the puniſhment incident to 
the ſame,is forgiuen alſo,and their ſoules paſſe from death 
to life, and into Paradiſe,a place of comfort, deleQablenes, 
and all ſweetenefle,namely,heauen where Chriſt is.Verily, 
Verily, I ſay vnto you(ſaith Chriſt)he rhat beareth my word, 
and C—_ in him that ſent me, hath eternall life, and com- 
meh not into condemnation, but paſſeth from death tollife : 
IJoh.5.25. What is become then of this Purgatory?S.Pawl 
faith, comet to be diſſolued:and to be wich Chbriſt:Phil.1.23. 
fhewing thereby,thart preſently after his difſolution,he was 
to be with Chriſt in glory. For we know (faith be) thar when 


this 
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this earthly tabernacle of ours is diſſolued, wee hane a buil.. 
ding not mad: with hands,but eternall in the heauens,2.Co.. 
rinth.5.1.S./ohy in his Reuclation faith, Bleſſed are the dead 
which die in the Lord : from heuceforth they reſt from their 
labonrs, and their workes follow them, Reuel.q. 13, If from 
the time of their death they haue bleſſednefle and reſt (as 
hee ſhewerh) then arethey not in any purgatorie fire to £ 
ſcorched and moleſted. Saint Peter telleth the Saints and 
children of God, and affureth them of it,That the end of 
their f:ith is the ſalnation of their ſoules,1.Pct.1.9. If falua- 
tion of their foules begin at the end of their faith, which 
laſteth vnto the end of their life, (and no longer, for then 
they haue the fruition and poſſeſſion of that which they 
belecue and hope for) then is it manifeſt there is no Purga- 


torie. Ambroſe laith: Quibic non receperit remiſſionem pec- Amber.lib.z de 
_ catorum, illic non erit ts incals : quiaremiſſio peccatorum bono mortis. 


vita aternaeſt, Hee that heere in this life recemeth not re- 
miſſion of ſinnes, ſhal nener come into the kingdom of heanen, 
for life eternall is remiſſion of ſinnes. Cyprian ſaith, Ouan- 
do iſtinc exceſſum fuerit,nullus iam locus peanitentia, nullus 
ſatis fattions effettns : hic vita aut amittitur ant tenetur : 
bic ſaluti eterne cult Dei & fruitu pronidetur. And again 
by and by hce ſaith : Ts ſub ipſo licet exits & vite tempora- 
lis occaſupro delittis Deum roges,qui verns & unus '/t; ve- 
nia datur confitenti & credenti indaulgentia ſalutaris, & ad 
immortalitatem ſub pſa morte tran/jitur That is,11 hen men 
are once departed bence there is then no more place of repen= 
tance,no felt of ſatisfattion : here life ts either loſt or kept : 
here proviſion is ms 14s for eternall ſaluation by the worſhrp of 
God,and f. wits, And therefore faith he :*'Do» rhow call upon 
God,thaugh it be at thy la/! gaſpe, ard departure of tht; thy 
tiporal life;but call vp3 that God which is ono and ir16pare 
don is ginen thee if thou conf ſſe thy ſins, and ſawmg for giae- 
xes if thou belcene ; and from death pr:ſenr ly thou ſhalt poſſe 
10 immortalitte. Hierom ſaith, that the time of ſowing ticar 


Cyprian contra 
Demet. trafi.t. 


Hieronan Gal, 


ſeede for Chriſtians is this preſent lite, and that as joone 3s 1 G, 


this life is ended, they reape cucrlaſting life. Auguſtine i: ith, 
Primam fides catholicorum dinina authoritate regium c 
| E 3 c 
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Againſt free 
will, 


Epbe.4.8. 
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credit calorii:ſecundum gehennam, vbi ormnis Apoſtata, vel 
a Chriiti fide altenus, ſupplicia experitur, Tertinm penitns 
ignoramns,nec eſſe in ſcripturis ſanttis reperimus, The firſt 
place (faith he) the faith of Catholikes doth (by diuine au- 
thoritie)belccuc to be the kingdom of heaucn : the ſecond, 
hell : a third place wee are vitcrly ignorant of, ncither can 
we finde anyluch in the holy Scriptures. And the lame An- 
guftine writeth in another place:That they which beleene a 
prrgatory fire,are much deceined, and that through an hu- 
mane conceit. How then can the Papiſts be the true Catho- 
likes, which belceucnot the faith of che Catholikes, which 
eAupuſtime doth afhrme ? 

They alſo hold that a man fince the fall of Adam, hath 
free will of himſelfe, and of his owne power to come vnto 
God, and to doe things acceptable and well pleaſing in 
his fight. Whereas God faith after that time, that the ima- 
ginations of mens hearts are only enill every day, Gen.6, It 
they be only exill;then haue they of themſclues no affeCti- 
on to goodnefle acceptable to him, And Chriſt faith, No 
man can come vnto me, except my Father draw him : loh.6. 
44- If hee muſt be drawne before hee can come, hee hath 
no procliuitic or willingnefle of himſelfe to come. And 
therefore is it that the Prophet ſaith, Conners thou me, and 
I ſhall be commerted : Jeremy 17: ſhewing that hee hath no 
power in himſelte to be conuerted. And S. Pawn! ſheweth, 
that till God giue grace, there is noe that doth good, no nor 
one.Rom.3.10.&c, Forall the Philoſophical vertues and 
good deeds which men doe before they haue faith (which 
is the gift of God Jare fin,and not acceptable to God:IToh.6. 
29. For the Apoſtle witnefleth, char without faith it is ina- 
p#/ſible to pleaſe God:Heb.1 1.6, And that whatſocner is not 
of faith is ſinme : Rom.14.23. Chriſt himſelfe againe faith, 
that except me be ingrafted into him, they Can bring forth no 
frait : Joh.15.1.2.8&c. Paul often teacheth that wee muſt 
be new men,and ca/? off the old man : Ephcſ.4.22. And a- 
=—_—_ bids vs to bee revewed in the ſpirit of onr minds : 

pheſ{.4.23.And moreouer hee faith, that rhe na;mrall man 
perceineth not the things that are of God,neither can bo: fer 
ny 
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they are ſpiritually diſcerned: x .Cor.2.14.And againe, that 
it is God that worketh the will and the deed:Philip.2.13.And 
he plainely confefleth of himſelfe and of all others, that we 
ave not able of our ſelnes ſo much as to thinks a good thought, 
and that all our ſufficiency # of God: 2.Cor.3.5. Which pre. 
miſſes doe ſhew that our vnderſtanding is blinde, and our 
will peruerſe in any diuine matter,or acceptable ſeruice vn- 
to God till God doe inlighten the one,and draw and moue 
the other vnto himſclfe. Thus hath God ordered matters, 
tothe cende himſelfe might haue all. the glory aſcribed to 
him,as good reaſon he ſhould. For what is man fince his 
fall in Adam,but an abiect and runne-away from God, of 
himſelfe ſeeking by. pmn_ crooked out-waies, leading 
from God,and from his worſhip,cxcept he be aſſiſted from 
aboue ? (which is ſignified by Adams hiding himſelfe 
from the preſence of God after his fall.)And therefore Aw 

g#uſtine faith well and truly ; Hominem libero arbitrio male 4, 
vſum,+ ſe & illud perdidiſe: That ma baning i! vſed his free ep 


willthat he had, hath now koth loſt himſelfe,and that, And a. Enchir.ad Lau, 
gaine, Liberwm arbitrium captinatum, ne quid poſſit ad inſti. *1:3%© 5. 
tiam:That free will ts taken captinegthat it can do nothing to- j onif.cap 8. 


% 


wards righteonſnefſe. And againe, Homints non libera, ſed 4 3, alib, 
Deo liberata volunt as ebſequitur : Not the free will,but the paſſm. 


freed will of man(which is ſet free by Ged)doth obey andyecld 
obeiſance. And againe, Liberum non fore quod Deigratia ng 
hiberanit : That the will is bound and not free,till God delimer 
it and ſet it at liberty, ( yprian (which Saint Auſten 1o often 
citeth)faith, De n#!/o gloriadum,crc. Man muſt glory of no= 
thing becauſe nothing t5ours:therfore enery ma annibilating 
his owne power, mu{t learne wholly to depend vpon God. And 


(hryſo/lom ſaith, that Omnss homo na modo nataraliter pec- Lib.de prede(t. 
cator,ſ-d tot peccatum e/t: Enery man is not only ſinful n4- ſan{t.item ad 


turally but is altogether (gp. And therforec Saint Pas! ſhew- 
eth,that till a man bee regenerate or borne anew,and yntill 
hee bee renewcd in the ſpirit of his minde, hee hath in him 
nothing cle but concupiſcentias error ; luſts and affettions 
after error,Fph.4.23.24- ſaying likewiſe,that by nature wee 
are the fonnes of wrath : Eph.2.3. Which alſo Chriſt him- 
E 4 (cite 


Braifallibs., 
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 2.C0r.5.17. 


Againſt Com- 


64 Gods Arrow againſt «Atheiſts, 
ſelfe teſtifieth ro Nicedemw, ſaying : That that which 17 
borne of the fleſh us fleſh, and that which is borne of the ſpirit 
& ſpirit,andthat except 4 man bs borne anew by that ſpirit, 
he can newer ſo much as ſee the kingdom of God,loh.3.3.8&c. 
And therefore S. Pan! telleth,that there muſt be 4 new crea- 
tere,wholoeuer will be in-ChriſtTcfus,anda renewing and 
metamorphoſis of the minde(hee vieth the very word)be- 
fore men can finde out the good and acceptable will of _ 
God, and what pleaſeth him, Rom.1 2.2. I therefore con- 
clude,that the Papifts are farre wide,and know not the mi- 
ſerie and thraldome of men, whereinto they are fallen by 
thar great ſinye and ditobedience of Adam, whileſt they 
and] to defend free will in naturall men. Indeede it appea- 
rcth to bee free and too free ynto cuill, but jt is fo bound 
and faſt tied from defire of any diuine duties, that God 
mult firſt draw it out of that ſeruitude wherein it is,and fet 
it at liberrie, and moue it ro come before it will ſhew any 
readinefle that way, I truft therefore they ce, that their 
Church not onely may erre,bur errerh nd godly in many 
oints. 
They hold thatinthe Sacrament ofthe Lords Supper, 


wunion in one jt is lawfull to debarre the people of the Cup : and to they 


kinde, 


C. cOmperimus 
de conſecra. 
diſt.2, 


vie:which is contrary to the inſtitution of Chriſt, Bibite ex 
hoc omnes : Drinke ye all of this, Mat. 26. 27. And as well, 
and by as good authoritic may they take the bread from 
the people likewiſe, And it is contrarieto the expreſſe do- 
Erine of S.Par/,1.Cor.1 1.23.28. (who, as himlelfe teſti- 
fieth, deliuered the inſtitution of Chrift)for hee ſaith, Let 4 
man examine himſelfe, Et (ic rdat, 5 bibat : And ſo let him 


 eate of this Bread.and drinke of this Cuppe. So that he muſt 


drinke as well as he muſt cate. And that thc people ſhould 
bee partakers, and receiue in both kindcs, was obſcrued 
many hundred ycers in the Church after Chriſt, Inſomuch, 
as Pope Gelaſivs decreed, that all they ſhould be excom- 
municate, which would receiue but in one kinde.But Rome 
that now is, is not Rome that then was; but with her 
Councell of Confſtagce, is not aſhamed to goe againſt all 
Antiquitic,and all Diuinitie. 

| But 
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But they hold (which is a marueilous grofle error alſo) Againſt Tran- 
Tranſubſtanriation in the Sacrament, namely, that after the ſubanciation, 


words of Conſecration, the Bread and Wine are changed 
into the very ſubſtance of the body and blood of Chriſt; 
And this they would ſceme to ground ypon theſe words, 
Hoc e5t corpus menm,7 his 1s my body Matth.26.26 : which 
they will haue to bee expounded literally. But why then 
doe they not expound the other words of Chriſt literally 
alſo, concerring the Cuppe? for the Text faith, in the 27. 
and 28.verics, ; hat h:e tooks the Cupyetrc.and ſaid, his ts 
my blood. 1 am ſure they will not ſay, that the Cup was the 
blood of Chriſt(as the words be) but they will grant a fi- 
gurc in thoſe words : namely, Continens pro contents, that 
4 the cnp i« meant the wine in it, If then they will admit a 

gure in this, why may thcre not be a figure in the other ? 
namely, /ignatwm pro ſigno; that thele words, T his is my 
body, ſhould bee vnderſtood thus : The breads a figne of 
my body (which was broken for you). If we looke into the 
old Sacraments of the Tewes,namely,Circumcifion,and the 
Paſchall Lambc, wee ſhall finde the phraſe of ſpeech ob- 
{erued, For Circumciſion was called the Lords Couenant, 
when indeed it was not the couenant (as all men do know) 
but a ſigne and ſcale of the Couenant : for the Couenant 
was this to Abraham: Ero Dens tnns, & ſemimis tni, fc, 
I will be thy God, and the God of thy ſerdr,ce, Genchs 17. 
Rom.4.21. So likewiſe the Paſchall Lambe is called the 
Paſſeouer, when indcede it was but a figne of the Paſſeo- 
uer, or paſſing ouer or through the red Sea (which was a 
mightic and moſt wonderfull delinerance, Ph :raoh and all 
his hoſte being in the Sea, when they paſſed through as on 
drie land). Inlomuch therefore as it 15 viuall in Sacraments 
lo to ſpeake, it is not againſt reaſon, but ſtanderh with ve- 
rie good reaſon to thinke, that Chriſt Teſus in inſtituting 
this Sacrarnent, whichto the Chrittians is the tame that che 
Paſchall Lambe was to the lewes, did likewiſe call the 
bread his body,in ſuch fort as the Paſchall Lambe was the 
Paſſeouer : that is to ſay figuratiuely ; that as rhe Paſchall 
Lamb was called the Paſſcoucr,and yet was but a figne and 
remem- 
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remebrance of their Paſſcouer ; ſo the bread was called his 
body,& yet it was but a ſigne & remembrance of his body, 
And that this is the right expoſition,may appeare by the 
words of Chriſt, where he ſaith, Ds this in remembrance of 
me:Luk.22.19.Tertnllian likewiſe doth ſo cxpound them: 
for he {aith,Chriſt ſaid, Hoc ef? corps men,id eſt, fignra cor- 
ports mei:Thiu i my body,that 15,4 figure of my body, Augu- 
ſtine likewiſe ſaith; Chri5ti miranda patientia adhibuit Iuda 
ad conutnumm,in quo corporis  ſangninis ſar figuram diſci- 
pnlis tradidit: The admirable patitce of Chriit admitted [n= 
das to the banquet wherein be delinered to his Diſciples a fi 
gure of his body and blood. And againe he faith, Non dubita= 
wit Dominus dicere hoc eft corpus meum, cum daret ſignum 
corports ſui : The Lord donbted not to ſay: this is my body, 
when he gave but the ſigne of his bedy, And this expoſition 
muſt needs bee true 4. S.Paxl ſaith plainly and expreſly, 
1.Cor.11.26.28 : That the communicant doth eate bread : 
Ergo, it remaineth bread after the words of conſecration. 
For if it were tranſubſtantiate into the body of Chriſt, then 
were there no bread to cate, but the body of Chriſt is the 
thing that ſhould be caten.But none do cate the very body 
of Chriſt: for if every communicant did eate the yery body 
of Chriſt naturally,carnally,and really, (as they ——_ ſup- 
poſe)Chriſt ſhould haue a number of bodies, which is pal- 
pably abſurd & monſtrous:and befide,then euery commu- 
nicant ſhould be ſaued, yea, cuen [udas himſelfe (which is 
knowne to be the child of perdition) : for Chriſt faith, He 
that eateth my fle/h,and arinheth my blood, hath eternal life: 
Ioh.6.54.Indeed the elect & godly do cate Chriſt & drink 
Chriſt,but how ? not carnally,bur ſpiritually, and by atrue 
faith,apprehending Chriſt, and applying Chriſt with al his 
bencfits as firmly vnto their ſoules,as the bread and wine is 
applied to their bodies. Beſides, if Chriſt gaue his body to 
be eaten really by his Ditciples, at the time of the inſtitutis 
of this Sacrament, what was it that did hang on the croſſe 
on the morow ? Moreouer, $. Peter ſaith, Act. 3.21, that as 
touching the body of Chriſt,the heauens muſt contain him 
vnto the end of the world, It his body be in heauen, & that 
he 
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he hath a true body(as al men know he hath)how can it be 
that he ſhould be both in heauen and in earth, as touching 
his body at one time?For though he haue a glorified body, 
et he retaineth the nature and property of a true body (hl, 
which can be bur in one place at once. And fo faith Awga- Au2.in lob, 
ſtin,faying, Corpus dommi in guo reſurrexit vno,tantion lo. 74th 3. 
co eſſe poteit : The body of the Lord wherein he roſe againe, 
can be bnt in one place only, But the Papiſts to helpe them- 
{clues are driuen to this,to ſay, that there is a miracle in the 
Sacrament,and that Chriſt is there miraculouſly. Where- 
unto I anſwer, that if the bread be turned into the very bo 
dy of Chriſt by a miracle,then ſhould it appeare viſibly ſoz 
for the nature of cuery miracles to be viſible toy outward 
cye and ſenſes: as when Chriſt turned water into wine, it 
was viſibly wine : when Moſes rod was turned into a Ser- 
pent,it was viſibly a Serpent : and ſo if the bread be turned 
into the very __ of Chriſt,it is viſibly his body,if you wil 
hold amiracle to be wrought therein.But: Anuga/tin anſwe- 4vg.Tom .3.de 
reth,there is no miracle in the Sacrament, ſaying thus ; Ho- omar... 
norem tanquam religioſa poſſunt habere,ſtuporem tanquam Anti 
wirg non poſſum: The Sacraments may haue honor as things 
religions,but they are not to be admired at as miracles ,Thed- Thgyy, dic. 
doyet alſo is moſt expreſle againſt Tranſubſtantiation, for log.z, 
thus he faith : Neque enim figna myitica pot ſanfification? 
recednnt a natura ſua: manent enim 1 priore ſubſtantia fi- 
gura & forma, videri & tangipejſunt ſicut prigs, That is, 
The myſticall ſignes after conſecration, doe not depart from 
their nature,for they abide ftill in their former ſub#anco, (i- 
gure,and forme,and may be both ſerne and felt as before, 
Gelaſius a Pope himſclfe, doth ſay moſt plainely, that 
there is no tran{ubftantiation in the Sacrament : his words 
be theſe, Non deſinit ſubſtantia vePnatw a panis & vint; & Gurſ contra 
cerie imago,ef [imilituds corporis & ſangamis Chriſti in ac< Eutych. 
tione myſterior# corporis ( hriiti celebratar : T he ſub5tance 
or nature of bread and wine doth not ceaſe,and verely there 
is the image and ſimilituile of the body-and blood of Chrijt 
celebrated in the aflion of the myſteries of the bodie of 
Chrift, And therefore 1 conclude, that the Church of 
Rome . 


68 Gods Arrow againſt Atheiſts, | 
Rome which now is,is not the {ame which it was in former 
times, but it is become degenerate and reuolted from that 
former puritie, which once was in it : And conſequently it 
is expreſly manifeſt, that that Church both may and doth 
crre, 

The Church of Rome doth further hold, that their Pope 
hath authoritie ro depole Kings and Princes, But by what 
title ? Ir is cleare that in his 9 ſo doing, or attempting 
tro doe, he is both anotable traytor vnto God, whoſe au- 
thoritic hee doth claime and arrogate, and vnto Princes to 
whom hee ſhould be ſubic&t. For, the raiſing and pulling 
downe of Princes, God hath reſcrued to himſelfe alone, 
in his power : Foy it is bee (not the Pope) that depoſeth the 
mightie from their ſeates,andexalteth them that are of low 
degree,Lu.1.1t is he(not the Pope)that putteth down kings, 
and giueth kingdomes to whomſocuer bee will. And it is bo 
that teſtifieth of himlelfe,ſaying : Per wwe Reges regnant 
principes dominaniur:By me Kings raigne,& Princes beare 
dominion, Dan. 2.20. and chap.4.14. and-22, Secing there- 
fore it is God that hath this high authority proper to him- 
ſelfe, which way can the Pope claime ir, js nh iniurie 
and treaſon ynto God? Will hee claime it by rcaſon of his 
keyes,and in his Apoſtolicall right? That hee cannot doe ; 
For he muſt remember that the keyes giuen, were the keyes 
of the kingdome of heanen, Matth.16.19. And therefore b 
authority of the keyes hee cannot meddle with rerreſtriall 
kingdomes, to open an entrance for any into theni,or to 
{hurt outor exclude any that be in them. And beſide, Saint 
Paul the Apoſtle doth ſay expreſly both of himfelfe, and 
of the reſt of the Apoſtles, that how great authoritic ſoc- 
uer they haue for the oucrthrowing of ſiroag holds, ( that 
is, of rebellious thoughts, and proud conccits, and ſtiffe- 
necked opinions ſeated in mens hearts againſt God , as 
himſelfe expoundeth in the ſame place) that all their po- 
wer and meanes to conuert men is onely by the hs of 
the Spirit which is the word of God, and by the power 
of the keycs committed to them. In all which their autho- 
ritie, giuen yntothem from Chriſt, hee confeſlerh plainly, 

2.Cor, 
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2-Cor. 10.4-that the weapons of theif warfare, are not ear. 
wall,bur mighty through God; that is, ſpiritwall, Which 
words doe demonſtrate, that by their Eccleſfiafticall mini- 
ſerie, they haue clearcly no ciuill authoritie committed to 
them. 

And moreouerit is manifeſt, by the praQtife of the Apo- 
files and alt their precepts (commanding all Chriſtians to 
obey their Rulers, their Kings,and Princes, yea thoughthey 
were perfecutors)that the Apoſtles neuer had any tuch au- 
thoritie committed to them:Rom.r 3.1.2.3-4- x.Pet.2.13, 
Tit.3.1.And therefore itis yndoubtedly true, that the Pope 
of Rome cannot claume it: by any ſuch authoritic. Againe, 
the Biſhop of Rome can claime no more authoritic by the 

er of the keies,or of binding and loofing, then any. 0- 
ther Biſhop elſewhere may doe: for the keies, that is x0 lay, 
the power of opening and ſhutting, and of binding &41o0- 
ſing; Ioh.20.22.23. were giuen to all the reſt of the Apo- 
Rles as well axto Peter. And conſequently for any Miniſter 
of the Goſpell, thereby to claime authoritie aboue ano- 
ther, is abſurd : for they beall indifferently ioyned in one 
commiſſion, and therefore haue all equall autboritieTand 
therefore the Biſhop of Rome by vertue of the keies, hath 
no more authoritie then any other Biſhop hath; that is to 
fay, none at all to depoſe Princes. Their dutie.is rather to 

raiſe obedience Crt to them, and to teach the 
| 2s obedience to others,as the Apoſtles of Chriſt did. Yea 
Chriſt himſelfe ſaid,bis kingdom was not of this worid:Tohn 
18.36. Himſelfe likewiſe refuſed to be nuade a King : Iohn 
6.1 5.Himſelfe paid tribute vnto Ceſar,and commanded o0- 
thers to giue the ſame,and al other duties of ſubieCtion and 
obedience vnto Ceſar : Mat.22.21.If he were ſubie&to 
Cef@r,it is a ſhame far the Biſhop of Rome ta exalt himaſelf 
aboue ( «ſar. | 

Bur perchance the Biſhop of Reme will challenge this 
his ſoueraigne authoritie over Princes by donation from 
Conſtantine,or ſome other Chriſtian Emperour. Indeede 
ſuch fables ſometimes he is not aſhamed to. vtter : bu.lex 
it be the ſirongelt way for kim, if you will,that ſome Chri- - 


han 
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ſtian Emperour wasſo fooliſh as'to nt his Empire, 
(which isneitherlikely nor credible) yet ſay I, it was nei- 
ther lawfull nor tolerable for him to take it,if he will bee a 
Miniſter of the Goſpell,or ſucceſſor of the Apoſtles. For 
Chriſt hath expreſly forbidden his Apoſtles, and in them,al 
the Miniſters of the Goſpell,all ſuch dominion, and ciuill 
wuriſdiction, ſaying thus vnto them, The Kings of Nations 
reign over them,aud they that be ww amongit them, beare 
role oy dominion : but it ſhall not be ſo with you, Mat.20.25. 
26. Mark.10.42.43. Luk.22.25.26. 

Which words be moſt prohibitorie,and ſhew that they 
may not raigne like kings of nations,nor bear rule as great 
m#T inthoſe nations Jour they muſt ſerue in the Church, 
and bee diligent to diſcharge that great charge in the 
Church,which their Maſter-Chriſt Itſus hath laid vpot 
them. And therefore euery way the Pope'of Rome hath no 
title,bur is herein an yſurper,and an intruder, and a noto- 
rious and odious bn to God and Princes. And be- 
fides,all the ancient Churches haue affirmed and acknow- 

ed the ſupreame authoritie of Princes,aboue & ouer al 
both Prieſts and people. And thetfore ſaith Tertnllian, Co 
linens Imoperatorem vt hominem a Deo ſecundi, & ſolo Des 
einorem: We howour the E PIPCrONY 4s the next man to God, 
and inferionr to God only. And againe he faith, that Princes 
are, A Deo ſecnndi,poſt enum primi,ante omnes, & ſuper om- 
nes : The ſecond to God,the firſt next after God, and before 
and oner all men, © ; 
" Opratss in like ſort faith, Super Jayperat orem non eft, nifi 
ſolus Den! qui fecit Imperatorem: There is nowe aboue the 


 Emperonr, but God only which made the Emperoxr, And 
' Chryſoſtome ſaith, Parem vilum ſuper terramnon babet: He 
| bathmoequall on earth. Arid Gregorie Biſhop of Rome, 

, himſelfe affirmerth, That the power is ginen to Princes from 


beanen,net ovly ener ſonldirrs, but Prieſts.- And therefore 
I conclude, that the Church ofRome which now is, is not 
the Church which once it was, but is wonderfully fallen 
into corruption, and growne intopride,both againſt God, 


and his anointed Prince; and conſequently not onely may 


erre, 


erre,but-doth erre,and that moſt det 
bly inthe higheſt degree. 


ly and 


The Biſhop of Rome doth further hold, that hee hath Agiinſt Indul. 
authoritie from God to forgiue finnes : and thereupon he gencesand 
ſendeth forth his Charters of Pardon, his Buls and Indul.. ?ardons. 


gences,to ſuch as he meaneth to afloile. The Scribes in the 
Goſpell could lay, Nome can forgine ſinnes but God: Marke 
2.7.lob 14.4-Eſay 44-25. If therefore the Pope of Rome 
will take vpon him to forgiue ſinnes (in that ſort hee doth) 
hee muſt prooue himſelte to bee God,otherwiſc his aCti- 
ons will not bee warranted : how often in the Scriptures 
is it {aid of God, that he forgiueth iniquitie and tranſgreſ- 
fions? aſcribing that authoritie onely to God,and to no o- 
ther, - 

- Ineede not recite any particular places,the whole booke 
of God is plentifull herein. I doe not denie, but Miniſters 
of the Golpell haue power to bind and to looſe ſinners : 
(as Chriſt hiniſelfe | Ama Matth.36.) but how, and 
whom ? They can neither iuſtifiethe vorighteous, whom 
God abhorrethnor yer condemne the godly and faithfull, 
whom God dearely lava; In as much therefore as they 
cannot pardon ſuch as God condemneth,nor yet codemne 
ſuch whom God acquireth;Ro.8.3 3.34-.itis manifeſt, that 
all their power of binding & looſing ſinners, is limited, and 
devnded within the compaſle of Gods word, which they 
may not paſte:for if they do,they go beyond their warrant, 


ſo allthat they do,will be of no force. The inctedulous How Miniſte:s 
and obſtinately wicked perions, they may by warrant of bind and 
Gods word pronounce condemnation againſt, except they * 


do repent;zand to the aſſuredly faithful;repentant, and god- 
ly nn fens, whoſe continuallcareis to pleaſe God,and walk 
in 


is waies,they may. pronounce the ſentence of vndoub- 


red and certaine faluation, becauſe the word of God doth 
afirme as much : and this is all the binding 2nd looſing of 
ſnners which they haue. Fer in all their pronunciations of 
pardons, & forgiuenes of fins, they mull be fare they {peake 
not in their awne names,nor their,owne wils-and pleaſures, 


bus they muſt doen in thename of God, being eſtond 
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3 © Gold a 
Leo it is his w and Which they vtter. But 
the Biſhop ofRome obſcructh nor the rule of word 
ro ſquare & meaſure his pardon by : but whom 
hee liſt, and as hee liſt, as if he were a God himſelfe, hauin 
abſolute power in himſelfe (without reſpe&t of Gods wor 
or will) to doe what he liſt. In ſo much as Traitors and re- 
bels againſt God and their lawfull Princes, he will not onc- 
ly pardon without exception, but he will aber them in their 
Lhd 7 at laſt(when 5n— _ for wor 
repent will take not cede in time)feele 
gene it n} => nnnct mar for ever. What 


" thereligion of Rome is,may appeare by this, that any man 
or 


for money may get a pardon finnes : and then whar 
finne neede rich men feare to commit, when a Popes par- 
don will falue all? or how can it bee otherwiſe then a re- 
ligion of licentiouſneſſe, when for money a man may haue 
oLontch or diſpenſation againſt any fin whatſoeuer.Thefe 
things bee ſuch open blots to the Romiſh religion, as 
that worthily good and godly minde hath it in de- 
teſtation, an doth {tl —_— it. Yet further will I 
proue,that the Church of Rome cannot be the true Church 


db elions deb heb that the divine and 
ſacred Scriptures doe not containe all things neceſſary to 
faluarion : but their ynwritten traditions muſt(forſooth)all 
be received with equall and like authority;for fo hath their 
Councell of Trent determined. And Pope Leo the fourth 
fearcth not to pronounce with aloud voyce, That be that 
receineth wot withoxt difference the popiſh Canons,ar wel as 
the fonre Goſpels, beltencth not aright, nor boldeth the Ca- 
obolikg faith effenally. The Decrerall Epiſtles alſo they 
nutnber with the canonicall Scriptures. And Pope Agaths 


" faith;thatallthe ſanRions and decrees of their Romiſh See 


areto bee taken as cftabliſhed by the diuine voice, Which 
blaſphemics who canabide? For hereby they make both 
the Scriptures imperfect; and not ſo content, doc further 
k | | |'4 
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fing the ſacred and Canonicall Scriptures, that they con. 
tainenot all matters neceſlaric to ſaluation:which is dire. 
ly contrary to the teſtimonie cf Saint /ob»,who faith, That 
theſe thmgs are written that ye may beleene, and that in be- 
leewing ye may hane life eternal : and cleane contrary to the 
teſtimonie of S. Pawl,who ſaith, That the Scriztnres (giuen 
by diuine in{piration) are profitable 10 reprome, to teach,to 
corrett,ro mſtrutt ard perfett the man of God: 2.Tim.3.1 F- 
Ergo,the Scriptures or word of God writte,is a true, ſound, 
and perfect whole doctrine,containing in it ſelfe fully all 
things needfullfor our faluation, Yea S. Pax! faith expreſly 
to T:morhy, That the Scriptures ave able 10 make him wiſe 
wvnto ſalnation': 2.Tim.3.15. And therefore the Church of 
Rome being cleane contradictory,doth marueilouſly erre : 
and therefore alſo wec need none of their vynyrittentradi- - 
tions. 

And againe, how ſhould wee be aſſured that thoſe tra- 
ditions which they call Apcſtolicall, be Apoſtolicall, con- 
fidering, them nor written by the Apoſtles? eAngnitine | 
ſpeaking hereof, ſaith thus : *s que rericnit [eſma Chriftus, Auguſt.in epift. 
quis xoſtrizm dicer hoc wel illud ofſe? Et fi quis hoc dicat, 44 1anwar, 
gnomods probabit ? That is, If Ieſus Chriſt bane kept any 

thing cloſ-,which of vs ſhall ſay it is this or that? Aad if any 

ſay it 6 this, how will he prone it ? For all the errors of the 
Church of Rome, ſhroud themſelucs vnder the harbour of 
traditions. And Chryſo/7on;e faith flatly, '/hatſoencr is res chryoft.in 
quiſite for our ſuluation,ts containedin the Scriprares, And Matt.24.hom,4 
againe he ſaith, All rhings be cl:ere + manife/? in the Scrip.. chiyſoſt. in 

tures, and whatſcuer things he neeafull, be manifeſt there, 2.Theſſ.2. 

And Hirerome in the prologue of the Bible to Pawline, after 

hee had recited the bookes of the new Teſtament and the 

old,faith thus : [pray thee(deare brothrr) among theſe line, Hieromt in his 

muſe vpo theſe,onow nothing elſe, ſeeke for none other thing, prologue of 

Andagaine vpon the bookes of the olde and new Teſta. *** Bible, 
ment : Theſe writings b: haly,theſe bookes be ſound, there is 
none other to be copared to theſe : whatſorner is beſide theſe, 
may in mo wiſe berecein:d an,ong/t theſe boly thmgs, And 3- yiicxame 

gaine he ſaith, A/ other things which they ſecks out or innent Agge-2. 

F «ft 
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at their pleaſure,without the authority and teſt imonie of the 
Seriptures(as though they were the traditias of the Apoſiles) 
the word of God cutteth off Let vs therefore ſtand faſt to the 
written word of God : and as for their traditions, which 
they cannot proue, but obtrude vnto vs without teſtimony 
of Scriptures, let vs contemne them, For as e-41hanaſins 
ſaith; The buly Scriptures i»ſpred ſrom God are ſufficient 
to all infltruftion of the trath, And as for the other point of 
the Papiſts in equalling and adding their traditions, their 
decrerall Epiſtles and Canons,to the pure and diuine word 
of God, it is blaſphemic intolerable, and who can endure 
it ? For doth not God ſay thus, 7-e /hall pur nothing to the 
word wh'ch I commannd you, neither tabe ought therefrom? 
Deut.4. And againe he ſaith; /hatſoener / commanndyoy, 
that take hed ye doe onely tothe Lord : put nething therets, 
nor take onght therefrom. And doth not S.ſohn in his Re- 
uclation ſay, That if any man adde to this booke, God fhall 
adde wnto hin the plagues which are written (in this books, 
and ſhall takg away his part ont of the booke of life ? 1 cons» 


. clude therefore,that the Church of Rome, which doth not 


content her ſelfe with the ſacred & holy Sctiprure (which 
the chaſte ſpouſe of Chriſt euermore doth) is not the true 
Church of God : For there ſhe ſheweth her (elfe to beare the 
marke of a (trumpet. But when ſhee proceedeth and ad- 
deth her owne traditions, Decretall Epiſtles and Canons, 
to the word written ; and maketh them to bee of as good 
and equall authority, as the Canonicall and ſacred. Scrip- 


tures themſclues : what uw pride could haue'bin ſhew- 


ed,or what higher blaſphemy? Bur theſe are the right notes 
of an adultereſſe,to equall her ſelfe with her husband. Yea, 
what ſhould I ſay more? They hold that the authoritie of 
the Church is - Haw the Scriptures, which ſhewerh ful. 
lie the notable pride and ſpirituall whoredome of their 


- Church. 


2 The Church of Rome is Tdolatrous, and thercfore it 
isnot the true Church. They fall downe before Idols and 
Images as the Heathen did, and therefore commit Jdola- 
trie as the Heathen did ; I ſpeake of the manner of their 
worſhip : 
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worſhip : for the heathen, howſoeuer they worſhipped not 
the true God, yet they thought they worſhipped the true 
God, & their meaning was to worſhip the true God in the 
Image or Idoll,as the Papiſts likewiſe doe meane : for they 
fp hey be not ſuch fooles,as to thinke or beleeue that an 
Image or Idoll(made of wood or ſtone)could be God:nei- 
ther were the heathen ſo fooliſh as to thinke, or belecue, 
that thcir Idols or Images were God, (for they knew the 

were made of wood or ſtone,or ſuch like);but(as they we 
it) they worſhipped Godin the Image, as the Papilts ſay 
they doe: and therfore the caſe for the manner of worſhip 
is all one. Againe,if the Papiſts doe not worſhip the Idoll 
or Image, why doe they bow downe ynto it? Cod com- 


mandeth ſaying, Thos ſhalt not make to thy ſelfe any granen Exod.26. 


qmage:{o that the very making of Images to repreſent God 
withall(who is a ſpirit eternall and inuifible)is Idolatrie. A- 
gaine he ſaith, 7 how ſhalt not bow down to them nor worſhip 
them,&c.S0 that to bow down ynto them(though they be 
ſuppoſed to repreſent God) is Idolatrie: for God mult bee 
worſhipped in ſuch ſort as himſelf hath preſcribed,and not 
otherwite.And that it is flat Idolatrie to worſhip God in a- 
ny —_— expreſſed and manifeſt by the childre of Ifrad, 
when they made the golden Calfe to be a repreſentation of 
God; for the text ſheweth that it was Idolatrie, for which 
many of them were plagued and _ ; and yet their 
meaning was to worſhip the true God inthe Calfe; for th 
were not fo ſimple as to thinke or belecue that that dead I- 
doll or image was God : and therefore the Idolatrie of the 
Church of Rome is as groſſe and wicked as theirs was. 
Neither can the Papiſts helpe themlelues in their wonted 
diſtinction of 42a, and erpie, affhirmin g that they giue to 
Images but Du/sam,rhat is, ſerwice ; an 


rhat 15,worſhip : ſhewing thereby, rhat both they worſhip 
God,and ferue Images. But how _=_ the Temple of 
God with Images, faith Pal; or what warrant haue -_ 
ro ſerue Images beſide God ? When Chriſt himſelfe faith ,,,,yþ.4.10, 
(it is written) 7 how ſhalt worſl1p the Lord thy God,and him peu.g 13. 

ontly ſhalt thou ſerne, 


Þ 2 And 


tro God Latriuam, 2,C0r.6.15.15, 
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And Paxl the Apoſtle doth likewiſe perſwade expreſſe- 
ly, that men ſhould rwruc from [dols or /mages to ſere the 
lining God, ( where the word Dalit is vſcd) whereby the 
Apoſtle doth ſhew, that there is ſuch an oppoſition be- 
tweene Images and the ſeruice of God, that he that ſerueth 
the one,cannot ſerue the other. God himſelfe diſliketh T- 
dols and Images vtterly, ſaying by the Prophet, that they 
are (0 farre from being Laj-rzens both: (as the Papilts terme 
then) that they are no better then teachers of lyes. And 
Saint /ohn himſclfe commandeth all Chriſtians to keepe 
themſclues from Idols:befides, it is Idolatrie to pray vnto 
any but God : for Chriſt biddeth when men pray, not to 
call ypon the Virgin Afary, nor any other Saint depar- 
ted this life, but ypon God onely. YYhem yee pray, (laith 
hee) ſay thus: Onr Father which art in heawen,c.Againe, 
Saint Paws! ſaith, How ſhall they call vupon him on whom 
they hae not beleeved ? Declaring thereby, that faith and 
prayer goe together, We can call ypon none, but wee muſt 


. conſequently alſo belecue on him : but wee are to beleeue 


on none but God; therefore wee may pray to none but 
God ; and therefore the Church of Rome calling vpon 
Saints departed, committeth grofle Idolatric:for the {crip- 
ture ſheweth, thas God onely is to bee prayed vnto. Be- 
ſides, they teach in their Idolatrous Maſſe, or Sacrament 
of the Altar ( as they terme it) after a certaine mumbling 
of words by the Prieſt, there is no bread nor wine remai- 
ning, but the very bodie ahd blood of Chriſt; and that 
peece of bread whigh is ſhewed ( for bread it ſtill appea- 
rethto bee, for all their magicall mumbling ) they com- 
maund to be adored and worſhipped.To adore or worſhip 
any creature (ſuch as bread is) is Idolatrie : the Papiſticall 
Church doth the ſame : Ergo, it is idolatrous. I hauepro- 
ued it before,thart it remaineth bread after the conſecratis ; 
& that Chriſt cannot poſſibly be there,as touching the bo- 
dily ſubſtance,becauſe in that refpe& he is aſcended vp into 
heanen,c there ſitteth on th: right hind of Goa hus Father, 
wntil he come to indge the quick (+ the dead, And if they wil 
not belecue diuine teſtimonies therein; yet the authority of 
Cicero 
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Cicero a heathen man might ſomewhat moue them, for in 


one place he ſaith : Quem ram amentem eſſe pntas, qu! il.un Cicero !b. de 
quo veſcatur,Denm credat efſeiThat is,YFhow do you thinks "474 Deor. 


ſo mad,as to beleene that which he eatcth ts bee Goa? Into 

- much therfore as the Church of Rome doth worſhip bread 
as if it were God,jit is manifeſt they be groſie Idolaters. And 
conſequently their Church cannot bee the true Church of 
God on earth, 

3 The Papiſts doc nor denie Chriſt in words, but if wee 

examine them by particulars, we ſhall finde that in decde 
they doe : as for example,ve know that the right faith bes 
leeueth Chriſt Telus to be both God and man, which the 
Church ofRome in words will alſo aftirme : but vrge them 
in this point of the Sacrament, and then they bewray them- 
ſclues,that they belecuc noe Chriſt to haue a true body : tor 
when they are preſſed with this, that the body of Chriſt 
cannot be both in heauen and in carth at one and the ſelte- 
ſame time, becauſe it is againſt the nature of a true body ſo 
to be : then they become Yorgarraries,and ſay,that becauſe 
the Godhead of Chriſt is every where, h_— his huma- 
nity is euery.-where. Burt this is no good conſequent : for 
the Godhead and humanity are of ſcuerall natures, And if 
his body and fleſh were cuery where as his Godheadis; 
how is that true which the Angel ſpake, ſaying : Serrexit, 
non.eft hic: He is riſen he is no: here? For theſe words ſhew 
that his body and fleſh is not euery where. Againe, if hee 
were euery where in reſpeCt of his humanity, how is it true 
that he etended into heauen? For that word, aſcenſion, 
doth ſhew that his bodily preſence did remooue from one 
placeto another ; and then was it not in that place from 
whence it did remoue, 

Laſtly, it is the propertic of a diuine nature to bee euery 
where : and therefore whilcſt they defend this vbiquitie «f 
the fleſh of Chrift,itis as much as if they ſhould ſay, that the 
fleſh of Chriſt is rurned into God(which is a grofle herefic ) 
And thus it appearcth,that the Papiſts doe, with the Euty- 
chians,denie that Chriſt hath a truc body, when they hold 
that (contrary to the nature of a true body) it may bon in 
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diuers places at once; yea,cuery where : and therefore de- 
nying Chriſt to haue a true bodie, they are not the truce 
Church. And ſo much for their error concerning the perſon 
of Chriſt, 

4 Now for the office of Chriſt (for his perſon and his 
office bee two chiete things which wee arc all to regard). 
The Papiſts will yeelde with vs, that it confiſteth in thele 
three points ; namely,that hee is both a Prophet, a Prieſt, 
and a King.This I fay in words they will acknowledge,bur 
in deeds and verity they doe not for in reſpeftthat Chriſt 


ts our Prophet, which ſhould and did reueale his Fathers 


will vnto the world, wce ought to bee content with his 
yoyce, and fearchno further then hee hath reuealed in the 
Scriptures. But the Papiſts are not ſo contented, but they 
holde that their ynwritten traditions and_Popiſh Canons, 
muſt alſo be receiued ypon like perill of damnation, as be- 
fore I ſhewed. Concerning the Prieſthood of Chriſt, ir 
conſifteth in two things,namely,the offering wp of himſelfe 
oncefor afull,perfect,& ſufficient ſacrifice : Ard hs inter 
ceſſion with bis Father, which yet remaineth alfo, and fhall 
doe to the worlds end.Both theſe the Papiſts annihilate, as 
I will prooue. Firſt, concerning the facrifice ant oblation 
of Chriſt,there is no doubr, but being once done vpon the 
Crofle,it was a moſtfull, perfe&t, and facisfaftory f.crifice 
to deliuer both 2 cx/pa && pena, from the guiltineſſe, afid 
thepuniſhment incident tothat guiltineſle : for otherwiſe, 
how ſhould Chriſt be Teſus,thar is,a Sauiour, if hee did not 
deliver vs fromthe puniſhment, as well as from the finne? 
But the Papiſts hold that Chriſt hath obtained by his paſ- 
fion, remiſſion for our finnes going before Baptiſme: bur 
for ſinnes committed after Baprilme, that his Paſſion hath 
taken away onely the guiltineſſe, that the puniſhment re- 
maineth notwithſtanding ; which is to bee paid in Purga- 
torie (as they ſay) and wn ooh redeemed by our owne fati'- 
factions; and ſo they wake the puniſhment due to ſinne, 
( which is indeed eternallin hell ) to bee but remporarie in 
Purgatorie, vpon fatisfaCtions (as they haue deuiſed). Bur 
what can a man giuefor the ranſome of his ſoule? And it 
appeareth 
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appeareth before, euen by the report of Anguſtine, that the 
Gxtholicke faith beleeucth no Purgatory, ſuch as they haue 
inuented. For as Saint /chn ſaith, The blond of ( brift is that 1.Jobw 1.7, 
which purgeth vs from all ſixxe : and that his moſt precious 
bloudis the onely Purgatorie we hold,and doth deliver his 
people from the puniſhment due to ſinnes, as well as from 
fins : for our puniſhment was laid vpon him, and with his 
ſtripes we are healed,as the Prophet Eſay ſpeaketh, Againe, x/ay 53. 
the Papiſts do ſay,they offer vp Chriſt in their Maſſe,which 
Maſſethey lay is propitiatory, both for the liuing andthe 
dead. Furſt, for the dead it cannot be pR—_— nor doe 

ood vntoz for 2s the tree falleth,ſo it licth : andas a man is eccleſ.rs. 
Fund to dic,{o he goeth cither to heauen orto hell. A third 
place which the Papiſts call Purgatorie, there is not. And if 
any bec in heauen, their Maſſes can doe them no good : for 
they enioy all good already. And if any be in hell, we know 
that Ex inferno nyliaredemptio; From hel there ts no redemp- Luke 16, 
tion, And therefore for the dead it cannot be propitiatorie, 
nor any thing elſe auaileable : and for theliuing it cannot be 
propitiatory. Yea it is blaſphemous and derogatory to the 
Paſſion of Chriſt once for all:for in as much as he isa Prieft neb. 5.6 6.7. 
for cuer, afterthe order of Melchiſedech, hee is to dye but &c.& 9. 
once, which hee did ypon the Crofle:whoſe oblation being 
perfe&t (as the author to the —— needeth 
not any other helpe(as of Maſſe,or whatſocuer elſe)to make 
it perfect: yea it is wicked, grofle,blaſphemous,8& damnable 
to ſuppoſe any imperfeCtion in the ſacrifice and oblation of 
Icfus Chriſt : for God twice cried with aloud yoyce from 
heauen, ſaying, 7 hu & my beloned Sonne,in whom | am well 21at..17. 
pleaſed, Mat.17.8, 

5 As touching the other part of his Prieſthood:namely, 

his interceſſion with his Father, whereby he maketh requeſt 
vnto Gad for vs, although the Papiſts aſcribe that chiefly 
vnto Chriſt; yet whatdoe they elſe but cleane rob him of it, Kom.8.3 4. 
when they affociate others with him? As namely, the Vir- # e.7.25. 
gin Aarre, they call her the Queene of heanen, the Gate 
of Paradiſe, their Life and Sweetneſſe , the Treaſure of 
Grace, the refuge of ſinners, and the Mediatrix af men 1 
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pray” what doe they now leaueto Chriſt? Yea when they 
fay thus to her : 

O felir puerpera O hapry Mother 

noſtra pians ſcelera { \ ſatisfying for our ſmnes, 
iure matris impera \ by thy Motherly authority 
Redemutori; that is: ) Coommand the Redeemer, 


What greater blaſphemy to Chriſt could they haue vtte- 
red? Itiscleare that S. Paw! ſaith, There t but one God and 
one Mediitor between God and man,The ManChriſt leſus: 
1.Tim.2.5.But the Papiſts be not content with him, but wil 
haue many Mediators. Saint Paw! faith morcouer, that by 
him we vane boldneſſe and acceſſe vnts God:Ephe. 3.12. And 
therefore what fooliſh feare is it of Papiſts to appoint to 
themſclues other mediators ? Sith ns the Church of 
Rome doth not repute the one oblation of Telus Chriſt,and 
his intercefſionto be perfect, but accuſerth them of imperfe- 
Etion(as appearerh by their doctrine) it cannot poſſibly bee 
the true Church, Chriſt himſelte bidderh to aske in no o- 
ther name then his, and promiſeth, that whatſocuer ſhall be 
asked in his name, it ſhall be done : Iohn 14.1 3.14. Chryſo- 
ſome ſpeaking of the woman,of Canaan, who though ſhee 
were a {inner,was bold to comme vnto Chriſt, faith thus; & 
prudentiam huins muliery;; 01 precatur lacobum, non ſup= 
plicat Iohanni,non adit a1 Petrum nec Apoſtolor wm cx mms 
reſpicit,aut vilnum eorum requirit : ſed pro bis omnibus pani- 
tentiam ib: comitem adiungit, & ad ipſum fontem progredi- 
tur: Echold the wi'dom of this woma;ſhr deth noc pray lames, 
ſbe dath not Leſeech lobn,ſhe goeth not toPeter, ſhe looketh not 
to the company of the Apoſiles,neith:r doth requeſ? of any of 
themn;but for all this ſhe taketh repentance ſor her companion, 
and goeth to the ery fountaine it ſelfe, And againe heſaith, 
that ts bane acceſſe unto God, Nihil opts aft atrienſi ſerus vel 
intercefſore.ſed dic, niſerere mei Deus: ts enim t# .udit quo. 
cunque ſis loco,c undecunque inuretrr:We haue noneed of 
any Courtly attendant or interceſſor but ſay, Hane mercy vp- 
ow me O God: for be beareth thee in what place ſoencr thou 


are, 
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art, aud from what place ſoener thou calleſt vyou him, «An- | 
broſe likewile anſwereth the carnall reaſon of the Papikts : 
Solent (faith hee) miſera viiexcoſatione,dicentes,per 1tos Amb. in Romex. 
p-ſſ- ire ad Deum,ſicat per ( omites itur ad Reges.ldeo ad re- | 
gem per tribu05 5.Comties itur,quithomo viiqueeſt rex:ad 
Derm autem quem vitque nihil latet, ſuſfragatore non e/? o. 
pres ſed monte denot a. Vbicung, en:m talts locuruy fuerit re. 
ſpondebir ils, Tharis, They are wont to vſe apitiſn!cxc "ſe, 
ſaying, By theje (Saints) rhey nz bane acceſſ. vuio Colas by 
Ea-les there is 2ccejſe tv Kings, T her fore ts it that by Officer s 
and Earler,acceſſe 1s m.1de to the Kirg becauſe the ing him- 
ſelfe is a min, l'nt tocome 10 God( from whom nothirg « hid) 
there is noneedofa ſpoteſman, but of a denont mind : for 
whereſeeter [ich aoneſpeaterh ro hims, he will an (were hin, 
The Church of Rome the:tore,which accounteth not of the James 4.12» 
ſufficiency and perfection of that one oblation of Chriſt, 
nor of his continuall interceſſion, cannot pothbly bee the 
truc Church, 

6 The Papilts in words will not deny but Chriſt is a 
King,which hath all power inheauen and in earth. But in- 
deede it appeareth they doe exile and baniſh him out of 
his Kingdome, or at leaſt leaue him but a ſmall portion, or 
rather none at all : for in reſpett that heeis a ſpirituall King, 
and the King of his Church, heis alfo (as Saint /ames ſpea- 
keth) the onely Law-giuer thereunto,and therefore by his 
lawes oncly,the Church is to be gouerned, which they can- 
not abide : for they adde their Popiſh Canons, Conſtituti- 
ons, and Cuſtomes, whereby they will haue the Church 
gouerned : yea they will haue theſe take place, though 
they vtterly diſplace the word of God, for the maintenance 
of them.Second:y,Chrift anely is to raignein the'conſeien- 
ces of men,and yer the Pope claimeth power to bind mens 
conlciences by his lawes, ſtatutes, and decrees. Thirdly, 
hee claimerh moſt traitcrouſly to be the head of the whole 
vniuerſall Church,which title by way of prerogartiue is gi- 
uen and attributed onely to Tefus Chriſt (ro whom it onely Zpheſct.z2. 
appertaineth.) But before I proccede any further herein, I 
demaund of the Pope and Papiſts; when, and by what 
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right,he their proud Pope taketh vpon him this title to bee 
head of the Church, or vniuerſall Biſhop ouer al the Chriſti- 
an world (by vertue of which title hee taketh vpon him to 
rule as heliſt,and to doe what he lift). Firſt, to claime it as 
ſucceſſor to Peter, is impoſſible: for that Perer the Apoſtle 
neuer had any ſuch title, prcheminence, or authoritie ouer 


thereſt of the Apoſtles, 


Itis true that Chriſt ſaid to Perey (after he had confeſſed | 


Chriſt to be that Chriſt,the Sonne of the liuing God) Thos 
art Peter,a-d vpon this rocke will [ build my Church,.Theſe 
words hitherto giue rio ſuperioritie to Peter aboue the reſt; 
oncly they ſhew that the Church is builded nox ſuper Pe. 
trun, ſed ſuper petram: not vpon th: perſon of Peter but UP- 
on the roche: and ypon what rocke ? namely, vpon that 
Chriſt Ieſus whom Peter confeſleth to bee the Sonne of the 
living God. For that confeſſion of Pererconcerning Teſus 
to be that Chriſt the Sonne of the liuing God,is the rocke 
whereupon the Church is builded: for (as S. Paul cxpoun- 
deth and afhirmeth) Other four dation can no man lay but 
that which i laid already ; namcly,Icſus Chriſt, And in ano- 
ther place he ſaith expreſlcly;thar that rocke was (briſk. And 
Chriſt himſelfe affirmeth likewiſe, that hee that heareih bis 
words and doth them,ts likened 10 one that buildeth his bouſe 
vpon arocke : ſhewing thereby, that be, and bis words and 
Dottrine, bee the rocke, againſt which the gates of bell ſhall 
nener prenaile, Agrecable whereunto ſpeaketh Saint 
Paxl againe when hee faith, that the Church is builded 
vpon the foundatim of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Chriſt 
Jeſus himſelfe beeing the head {one in the eorner,Where 
then ſhall wee finde that Peter was made Prince of the 
—_—_ to rule oucrall the reſt, as the Pope now doth? 
The Papiſts anſwere, that in the nexr words, when Chriſt 

aue vnto Peter by ſpeciall name, the keyes of binding and 
Rafa hee thereby raade Peter the Prince and vniuer- 
fall Biſhop of the whole Church. But hereunto I fay, 
that Chriſt therein gaue no authoritic more to Peter, then 
tothe reſt; that atthis time the keyes were not ow ro 


him, nor to the reſt, onely there was a promiſe that they - 


(hould 
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ſhould bee giuen : for the words be not in the preſent tenſe, 
Do tibi, 1 gine vnto thee : but in the future tenſe, Dabo tibs, 
[willgine vnto thee : which promiſe of Chriſt was after- 
ward truly performed; & when it wasperformed,the keyes, 
that is,the power of binding and looſing finners,was giuen 
not onely to Peter,but to Peter, and all the reft together, 


as Saint /oh» in his Goſpell cleerely declareth and auouch- 10h.20.22.23. 


eth, Now becauſe Peier was the man that gaue anſwere 
for himlelfe and the reſt,therctore our Sauiour Chriſt ſpake 
perſonally vnto. Peter, and ſo both Cyprian and Angn/tine 
doe expound and declareit, Otherwiſe,neither in the pro- 
miſe of the keyes, nor yet in the receite of the ſame did 
Perer receiue any more authoritie or ſuperiority then the 
reſt ofthe Apoſtles did. I grant he was called primw, be- 
cauſe he was ofthe firſt that was called to the Apoſtleſhip ; 
or becauſe hee was the firſt of all the Apoſtles, that confel- 
{ed Chriſt to be the Mefhas and Sonne of the liuing God; 
or becauſe hee was readieſt alwaies to ſpeake and anſwere, 
But all this doth not prooue that hee fad authority oucr 
the reſt, or a larger commiſhon then theireft. Yea, the 
wordes of their commiſſion doth ſhew the contrary,name- 
ly,that they had all equall authority : for it was thus made 
vnto them all indifferently, and withour putting a diffe- 
rence;namely ; Goe ye and reach all Nations.baptizing then 
in the name of the Father, and of the Sonne, and of the holy 
Ghoſt, teaching them 10 obſerue ali things whatſoener | haue 
commanded you : Matth. 28.19.20. Runne ouer all that re- 
maineth written,and you ſhall finde that Peter was one of 
the twelue, equall with the reſt, and their tellow, but nor 
their Lord. Where was Perers ſuperiority, when Paw! re- 
prooued him to his face? Galath, 2. 11. when being accu- 
{ed,he pleadeth no priuiledge, but for the cleering of him- 
{elfe,and farisfaction of others ; he anſwereth to To Accu- 
ſation ? Where was Peters authority ouer thereſt, when 
the reſt ſent himand [bn vnto Samaria? Acts the eletienth 
Chapter,the third and fourth verſes : and alſo in Acts the 
cighth Chaprer,and the fourteenth verſe. In that he went 
at their ſending, he plaincly ſheweth that he had no princi-. 


pality 
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pality ouer them.,Where was his preheminence or autho- 

rity, when in a Councecll held at Jeruſalem, where the Apo- 
(les were,yet not Peter, but [ames rules! the aCtion,and ac- 
cording to his ſentence was the decrce made, Acts 1 F- 12. 
&c.Yca,I ſay morcouer,that when there was CONtention a- 
moneſt the Apoſtles,who ſhould be chicte amongſt chem, 
Chriſt told them plainly, eh.at Kings of Nations might bear 
rule oner their people,and that gre..t men under theſe Kings 
miht likewiſe exerciſe authority over ther, but ſomight 
not they doe one onrr another, Luk. 22.25. 26. &c. But the 
greateſt amongſt them ſhould be as the leaſt,and a5 a ſerrant-: 

yea, ſhould be the leaſt and ſhould be a ſeruant, as is declared 
in Mat. 20. 25.26.and in Mark 10.42.47. 

If the greateſt mult be as the leaſt, what authority hath 
he aboue the leaſt ? For then hath the leaſt as great autho- 
rity as the greateſt : that is, they haue all equall authox ity. 
I marueile therefore what the Pope and Papiſts meane, 
contrarie to the tenour of the Commiſſion of Chriſt, con- 
trary to the praCtice of Peter himlclte,and contrary to this 
decree made by Chriſt of their equality, to ſay notwith- 
ſanding that Peter was prince of the Apoſtles, and had au- 
thority ouer them all : when as indeed it is manifeſt by all 
the Scriptures and courſe of his life, he neither claimed nor 
had any authority oucr the ret more then thereſt had ouer 
him,and conſequently the Pope of Rome can neuer claime 
that as ſucceſſor to Peter, which was ncucr in Perer his ſup- 
poſed predeceſſor, | 

The Papiſts perceiuing that the Scriptures make nothing 
for them, but againſt them, ( becauſe they would haue 
the matter coloured with ſome antiquity, or ſhew of anti- 
quitie at the leaſt) haue deuiſed ſome counterfeit and for- 
ged Authors, (as Anecletns, and Anicetns, and (uch like ) 
to ſpeake ſomething for them, But the falſehood of all 
thoſe, is diſcoucred by other writers ( if they be well mar- 
ked).In Cypriars time it w23 deemed a inatter odious for 
any to take ypon himto be Biſhop of Biſhops, as appea- 
reth by that voyce which he cried in the Councell of Car- 
thage, It was likewiſe decreed inthe Africanc Councell, 
that 
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that none ſhould be called Prieſt or Prieſts, or Archprieſt, 
or any ſuch like. The Councell of Nice did decree, that the 
Biſhop of Rome ſhould keepe himſelfe within the com- 
paſſe of his prouince,and not excecde his bounds; as like- 
wile the Ryſhops of Antioch, Ieruſalem, and Conſtanti- 
nople were to doe the like. Other Councels did 2fhirme as 
much,(which becauſe they are ſufficiently knowne,I neede 
not to recite), But they all ſhew, that at thoſe times the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome had no greater iuriſdiftion then within his 
owne prouince, and that hee could not meddle within the 
prouinces of other Biſhops. And Hierome of his time ſaith, 
that the Biſhop of Eugubium, or any other the leaſt Sea, is 
equall to the —_— of Rome. Thertitle of Vniuerſall Bi- 
ſhop, was much deſired of /ohn Biſhop of Conſtantinople, 
and much contention there was abour it : but it was neuer 
obtained of the Biſhop of Rome, vntill the time of Bon#- 

face the third, who procured that title of Phocas that wic- 
ked Emperour of Rome : after which,the Biſhops of Rome 
neuer ceaſed ſtill to augment their dignitie, and increaſe 

' the pride of the Romiſh Sea, And euen at the very fiſt 
time when /ohn Biſhop of Conſtantinople, ſought to get 
that title of vniuerſall Biſhop to his Seca, Gregoryie then Bi- 
ſhop of Rome,did himſelfe ftand againſt it mightily, and 
affirmed that he could be no lefſe then Antichriſt whoſoe- 
ver did take vnto him that ticle, Firſt therefore jt is mani- 
feſt;that vnrill the time of Gregory Biſhop of Rome,an yni- 
uerfall Biſhop was not heard of in the Church, and Boni- 

face the third was the firſt Biſho!> of Rome that gotthis ti- 
tle, which was about fixe hundred yceres after Cliriſt, And 
beſides, how will the Biſhop of Rome that now is, auoide 
himſelfe ro be Antichriſt, th by the expreſſe determinati- 
on of Gregory Biffiop oFRome his predeceſſor;,hee is con- 
demned for Antich iſt,in as much as he hath this title, and 


15not aſhamed thereof? For what is this cle, but to come + 


in the place of Chriſt, and conſequently to be Antichriſt, 
viurping the prerogatiue title of Chriſt Ieſus? But the Pope 
faith, that though hee claime thus to bee the head of he 
Church, yet hce doth not name himlſelte to bee Hy 
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then a Miniſteriall head,& to be Chriſts Vicar on earth.Bur 
why-will he be ſo arrogant as to challenge this title, with- 
out lawfull conueiance made vnto him from Chriſt, which 
he-cannot ſhew? For who dare take ypon him to be a Lieu- 
tenant to an carthly Prince, without Letters Patents firſt 
had from the Prince? Again,the Church of Chriſt, on earth 
being as a chaſte ſpouſc of her husband and head Chriſt Ic- 
ſus; neither can nor ought to acknowledge any other for 
her head,then that her husband ro whom ſhe harh plighted 
her troth. Laſtly, there can bee no ſucceſſor, but when the 
predecefloris gone and abſent: but Chriſt is alwaies preſent 
with his Church, according to his owne words; Bebold, [ 
am with you totheendof the world : Mat.28.20. And there- 
fore he can haue neither ſucceſſors nor Vicar to repreſent 
his perſon, or to guide his Church : for his ſpirit (ſince his 
bodily aſcenſion) the | ny & gouernour of the Church 
in his roome : Toh.14 and 15, and 16. For no man mortall 
is appointed thereunto.I conclude therfore,that for al theſe 
cauſes, the Church of Rome cannot poſſibly bee thetrue 
Church. | 
Rieu Church of Rome doth not aſcribe iuſtification 
to faithin Chriſt Ieſus onely, but ſaith, that mens workes 
bee meritorious, and to them partly is iuſtification to bee 
aſcribed : and ſo they make mens imperfect workes to bee 
cauſes of ſaluation, which is a groſle error,euen in the foun- 
dation or fundamentall point. Saint Paw/ faith, That all 
are iuitified freely by his grace : Rom. 3.24. If they be iuſti- 
ficd gratis, freely ( as hee affirmeth) then are-they iuſtified 
withour any deſert of theirs. And Saint Pal terteth downe 
this'Axiome in the concluſion, ie bo/d that a man i 1uſti- 
fied by faith without the works of the Law;Rom. 3.28. And 
the Apoſtle in very many places(wheredt rhention ſhall bee 
made hereafter ) doth expreſly exclude workes from be-- 
ing any cauſes of our iuſtification : tor indeed they are the 
efte&s thereof, And therefore it appeareth to bee a true 
poſition, that faith enely doth in3lifie, in as much as iuſtifi- 
cation is (inthe ſight of God) imputed to our faith, not to 
our warkes : For Abraham beleened God, and that was im 
puted 
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puted to him for righteouſneſſe, 25 Paul ſpeaketh, Rom.4.8, 
And he ſheweth that Abraham was not iuftified by works 
before God : for if Abraham were inſlified by workes, then 
ſhould he hane wherein to glory,but not before God: and be- 
cauſe hee had not wherein to glorie before Cod, therefore 
he wasnot iuſtified in the ſight of God. I grant, that Saint 
[ames in his ſecond chapter doth ſay, that Abraham was 
inſtified by his workes, when hee offered vp his ſonne Iſaac ar 
Gods commandement. And likewiſe that hee faith, that « 
man u/lified by workes, and not by faith only. But before 
whom is hee juſtified by workes? Not before God;bur be- 
fore men; that js to ſay, his workes doe declare ynto men 
that faith whereby he is ivſtifiedbefare God. And that this 
is the meaning of S. /nmes, may pppeare by that his ſaying 
where he ſaith, Show-wnto mee thy fanth by thy workes 1 thow 
ſaieft rhoy baſt faith,thatis not enough, thy words doe not 
prouc it,thy workes will ;1herefore (laith he) bow-1rmen thy 

faith by thy works. This word(ſhewwme)doth manifeft whar 
manner of, juſtification hee ipeaeethoſoamdy, that hee 
ſpeaketh of a iuftification-before. meg,QiFor it/is God that 
um x9 the faith of a man, whereby onely hee js wſtified 
inbis Gght:and it is menwhich reſpe ths works, wheres 

by-indeede they teftifie; vnto the! warld theirfaith to. bee 
good. before God, For (as Saint /ames. laith.truly.) farrb 
without wovkes 1 but a dead faith, and not good, norſfound, 
nor auaileaþle. | But faith and workes mult goe together: 
and indeede where 2 true faith 45;there good workes will 
ſhew themſelues as the fruites thereof. And thus Paul and 

Tamesareto be reconciled; which thing Thomas Aquinas 
a ſchooleman of the Papiſts doth himlelfe plaincly teſtifie, 
ſaying, that Chriſt Ieſus doth iuſtifie effelt:«e effectually ; 
Faith doth iuſtifie apprehenſive, by taking hold of Chritt : 
and good workes doe iuſtifie dec/aratine,that is, doe de- 
clare vnto men their iuſtification before God. And ſo it is 
cleere, that howſocuer a truc faith cannot bee without 
workes,as fire cannot bee without light and heate : yet- our 
iuſtification beforc God is to be imputed to our faith, not 


to our works ; as warmth is to bee imputed to the heate of 
the 


Hilar.in Mat. 
cap,$. 
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the fire,not to the hghr of the fire. For ſo ſaith S.Pan/ ex- 

reſſely, T hat God ewmpreteth righteonſneſſe without workes, 

on.4.6. And againe, 7 hat it is by grace,not of works,Rom, 
11.6.And againe, Not of warkes,Rom.g.11.Againe.S, Pant 
telleth the Saints atEpheſus,that God hath ordained mento . 
wake in good works; yet hee ſaith that they may not truſt 
to be ſaued by them: tor hee aftirmeth, and affurcth them, 
T hat th:y are ſaned by grace,and not by thtir works,Eph.2.8 
9.10. Againe, hee ſpeaketh in the perſon of himſelfe,and of 
all the children of God,and faith, chat wee are ſawed not by 
works but by bu predeiFination andgrace,2.Tim.1.9. And 
again,God ts our Sawiour,ndt for asy workes which we haue 
done,but according this ww mercy ht hath ſaved vs:Tit.z. 

And diuers other like! places be. Wherefore S. Hwlarie 
Path thele very words{which we hold) Sol. ſides inſt ificat : 


Ambr.n Rom-3 Cath only doth int fie, And Ambroſe among other ſenten- 


ccs hath this : Vow 4#/?iftari hominem apud Deum nift per 
fide: That s wan #»0t tnſlifird befort God, but by faith : 
which is-as much, as Faith onely doth inſtifie before Gol. 
.Bafil doth ſay; tht thi 55 perfett and ſound reiozcing in 
od,when a man doth not boaſt of his ownerighteonſnes, but 
owerh that hte wanterh in bimſelfe true right eopſnes and 
that he is inſtified by faith oncly. And Gregorit Naziarnten 
faith,that to beleewe only,u righteowſnes, And therefore it is 
evident both by the cxpreſle reſtimonic of the Scriprures, 
and of the Fathers , that wee hold the truth in this behalfe, 
and that the Church of Romie is in amarueilous error, It 
is true which is wrirten, that exery man ſh: be rewarded ar- 
cording to his workes : becauſe the faith of men is eſteemed 
and eſtimated by their workes,as the tree'is knowne by the 
fruite : But there is no text of Scripture toſhewe, that any 
man is ſaued propter werita, for his workes of me;irs; but 
many texts of 69 21-0 to the contraric, as before appea- 
reth, For when we haue done all that we can, yet wee muſt 
ſay (as Chriſt commandeth) we are vnprofitable ſernants : 
Luke 17.10. And therefore the Papiſts, which teach works 
meritorious, yea works of ſupererogation auailcable to (al- 
uation, as well for others as for themſelues, hold not the 


right 
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right faith, and conſequently ace notthe true Church. 

Bur if Iſhould ſhew all the corruptions of the Romiſh 
Church, Iſhould be infinite, neicher amT able to number 


them. I will therefore conclude all this diſcourſe, only with 


89 


t1is argument following.The PopcofRome being the head The Pope 
of that Church,is that famous Antichriſt that was foretold Antichriſt, 


by Pan! the Apoſtle,and that is prefigured in the Reuelati- 
on of Saint ſoh», Ergo, itis impoſſible that the Church of 
Rome ſhould bee the true Church:for the Church of Anti- 
chriſt (though it boaſt neuer ſo much) cannot bee the true 
Church,though it would faine be ſo accounted; as many 
an harlot defireth to be reputed an honeſt woman; 

1 Onemarke of that Antichriſt, Pa/ſhewerh to bethis, 
2:Th.2.8. That he ſhould cxalt himſelf abone enery one that 
& calied God:he doth not ſay aboue God, but aboue cuery 
one that is called God : Tohn 106.34. Now thoſe whom the 
Scripture calleth gods,we know to be ſuch as be the Tudges 
and Magiſtrates of the Earth,Pfal.82.6. who for chat they 
be in the place of God,and his Lieutenants, are vouchſafed 
(in Scripture)this high and honorable tirle of gods.” Thar 
the Pope of Rome is ſuch a one as doth exalt himſelf aboue 
any fu god of the earth, namely, aboue all Princes and 
Magiſtrates, is a thing ſo well knowne, as I neede not to 
proue it : himlſelfe by his wicked praCtiſes,and his Teſuites, 
Seminaries, and-Prieſts doe in their bookes manifeſt the 
ſame vnto the world, 

2 Another marke' of Antichriſt Pas! ſetteth downe to 
be this, namely, 2.Thef.2.4.7hat he ſhould fit in the Tem- 

ple of G:d as God ſhewrng himſelf tobe God, And 1 proy what - 
doth the Pope elſe, bur fit in the Temple of God as God? 
when claiming the Apoſtolike Sea, hee taketh vpon him to 
be the head ofthe Church, and to rule as he liſt : to ere 
Princes, and to depoſe them againe from their thrones : 
that hre cannot erre : that he can forgine ſinnes:atters that 
belong particularly to God,and to no other. What doth he 
elſe but by theſe demonſtrations fhew himlſelfe to be God, 
in ſo nth as hee arrogateth to himſelfe moſt proudly the 
authoritic of God himlclic ? he h things the fuxth _ 
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ofthe Decretals,the Clementinest,and the Extranagants do 
abundantly teſtifie. For theſe men were not content with 
that which Angelicas wrote in his Poetry, the beginning 
whereof is; Papa /tupor mundi: The Pope 15 the wonder of 
the world: Nec Dems es, nec home, ſed neuter, inter y- 
trumgnue : Thou art not God, ne art thou man:bnt nenter, 
mixt of both.But theſe Popes were bold to take vnto them- 
ſclues the very name of God, and to accept it, giuen of 0- 
thers;according as Pope Sixtm the fourth,when he ſhould 
firſt enter into Rome in his dignitie papall, had niade for 
him a Pageant of Triumph, cunningly fixed ypon that gate 
of the Citic he ſhould enter at,hauing written vypon it this 
blaſphemous verſe,dedicated vnto him : 


" Oraclovocis mundi moderars habenas, 
Et werito in terrig,crederis eſſe Dew. 


By Oracle of thine owne voice the world thou gouerneſt 


And worthily aGodon earth men thinke, and doe thee 
call, 


Yea, ſhall I ſay more? The Pope (if any man in the 
world) doth take vpon him much moxe-then Luciferian 
porta deceiue the world with words) he cal- 
eth himſelfe ſerwms ſerworum Des, a {eruant of the ſeruants 
of God) that he exalteth himſelfe abouc God himſelfe, and 
his worſhip: for he taketh vpon him to be aboue the Scrip- 
tures,and to diſpenſe with them at his pleaſure, and to al- 
low matters contrary vnto them : which God himlſelfe 
oy will is immutable, and reucaled therein) will not 

oe,for he and his word will not be contrary. Againe,here- 
by it is manifeſt that hee exalteth himſelfe. aboue God, in 
as much as there is leſſe danger and puniſhment, for any 
that breaketh any of Gods lawes, then for one that brea- 
keth any the 01455186 Ye of the Pope. Moreouecr, hee 
claimeth authoritie in three places : Heauen, Earth, and 
Purgatory, and that is the reaſon hee weareth a Triple 

| Crowne; 


Crowne:ſo that by this account and claime, he hath more 
and larger extended authority then God himſelfe : for ſuch 
- athirdplace as Purgatory ihe knoweth not of, And what 
doe theſe things but manifeſt him to exalt himlielfe euen a. 
boue God, ms all that is worſhipped ? 

Antichriſt js deſcribed to be ſuch a one as ſhould come 
in lying fignes, and falſe miracles and wonders:2.Theſ.2.9. 
(whereby if it were poſſible, he wonld deceine the very eleft ), 
And that this is verifiedin the Pope and Popiſh Church ; 
as all men know that haue been acquainted with their kna- 
ueries,deceits and frauds; ſolet their Awrea Legenda, and 
booke of Trophees teſtifie to the whole world. 

4 Saint Pamnl,2.Thel.2.8.ſheweth by his name, that hee 
that he ſpeaketh of, ſhould be i «p#, that is,« lawles perſor, 
or one ſubiett tonolaw ; which is alſo manifeſtly verified in 
the Pope;for no lawes will hold him,neither diuinenor hu- 
mane : for he claimeth to be aboue them all, and to change 
and aker what he liſt,and when he liſt, and to whom he liſt: 
which the glofſe vpon the Decrerals doth teftifie, ſaying 
' thus ofthe —"_ Leginon ſubiacet vili:that is, He i not ſub- 
iefÞ to any law. What is this elſe but to be 5 <rper, a lawleſle 
perſon,cuen the very fame whom Saint Pawl ſpeaketh of ? 

S. lobn in his Reuclation doth pourtray Antichriſt 
al his ſeat,by the name of the great whore, with whom hane 
committed fornication the Kings of the earth, and the inha- 
bitants of the earth haue been drunken with the wine of her 
| fornication. Thu woman i that great Cutie, which had do- 
minion oner the Kings of the earth, at the time of this Rene- 
lation,as S.Tohn expreſly affirmeth, Reu.17.18, Itis. well 
knowne;that there was then no other Citie which raigned 
oucr the Kings of the Earth, but onely Rome : and therfore 
Rome onghy is and muſt needes bee the ſeate of Antichriſt: 
for no other can bee by this euident and plaine deſcripri- 
on of Saint /obn : for Rome was the only City ofthe world 
that raigned ouer the Kings of the cank choking whereof 
was then the Emperor, but now the Pope;for the condition 
of the firſt beaſt(namely,of the Romance Empire Ciuil)is al- 
tered & changed into an Eccleſiaſticall & Roman Empire. 

G2 6 Saint. 


= 
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6 Saint [hy in his Reuelation, 1 3.11. ſaw 4 beafi riſing 
ont of the Earth which had tws hone: like the Lambe,but he 
ſpake lhe the Dragen:and then al that is ſpoken ofthis beaſt 
doth fitly and onely agree tothat man ot Rome the Pope; 
who though in ſhew he were the Lambe : for what is more 
mild or humble,then to call himſelfe,the ſeruant of the ſer- 
uants of God? Yet indecd hce plaieth the part of the Dra- 

on, or Diuell, hauinglearned this cunning of Satan; who 
though he be neuer ſo bad a ſpirit, yer will transforme him- 
ſelfe into an Angell of light,to deceiue ſoules:2.Cor.1 1.14. 
as the Apoſtle ſheweth.But here 5s wi/doms ſaith [ohn in that 
Reuclation : Let him that hath any wit, count the »un ber of 
the beaſt, for it is the number of a man, & his number is 666, 
Now becauſe the number of this wicked Beaſt containeth 
fixe hundred fixtie and fixe, [renexs thinketh that this An- 
tichriſtian beaſt ſhould be x.ruwe, that is,a man of Italy, for 
the number of the Beaſt is ſer. downe in great letters, and 
this Greeke word ( Lateinss)doth make vp the iuſt number 
of ſixe hundred fxtie fixe,which is the number of the beaſts 
name. If any doe thinke,that though this Reuelation were 
written in Greeke,as being the more knowne and common 
language, yer that it wasvrreredtoS. /ob,in Hebrue, becauſe 
the Hebrew tongue is the holy tongue: & that /oba himlelfe 
was an Hebrew or Iew by nation,& that likewiſe diuers he- 
brew words are found in the Reuelation: (wheſe opinion is 
not ynlikely,but very probable) then let him ſceke out an 
Hebrew word which containeth that iuſt number, & here- 
in he neede not ſearch far, or to ſtudy much ypon the mar- 
ter:tor the Hebrew word Remyrh(that is Rowarins a man of 
Rome,in Engliſh)doth in thoſe Hebrew letters containe the 
wit number of fix hundred fixty fixe, which is the number of 
the name of that Antichriſtian beaſt. And ſo by the number 
ot rhe name to be accounted.either by Greek letters, or by 
Hebrew letters,it is perfe&ly agrecing to that Mas of Rome 
the Pope. All the marks agreeing to Antichriſt(whatſocuer 
they be)are found fully & only accompliſhed in the Pope; 
and therefore there is no doubt but hee is that notable An. 
tichriſt, of whom Paul and Saint Joby: jt his Reuclation do 
tclltifie z 
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teſtifie; and conſequently the Church of Rome being no 
the true Church of Chriſt, but contrariwiſe, the viſible 
Church of Antichriſt, is iuſtly forſaken,and for euer to bee 
fortaken of all Chriſtians, as they tender their ſaluation in 
leſus Chriſt : to whom onely they haue betrothed them- 
ſelues, and ro whom they mult remaine couſtant for euer- 
more ; which God grant vs all ctodoe. Amen, 


_ Cauare. VL. 
Againſt Schiſme and Schiſmaticall Synagogues, 


; Any there bee, who of a godly and zcalous 
#4 minde, doe in good fort ſegke Reformation, 
®5 and for that Church-gouernement, which 

Chriſt himſelfharh nflieured in.-his Church, 

TIF 4. whom 1 neither dare, nor doe reproue: o- 
thers there bee; that ſeeke reformation amiſle, with veno- 
mous and ſlanderous tongues, railing, and reviling 5gainſt * 
thoſe which withſtand it ; which things doe neither grace 
themſelues, nor yet the cauſe which they would —— | 
otherſome there be,who to make the cauſe of reformation 
odious, doe ſay, that it aboliſheth her Maicſties ſupreme 
gouernment and — cauſes Eccleſtaſticall.I would 
wiſh all men to ſpeake the truth, and to feekethe prefer- 
ment of Gods aka a dutifull, peaceable, and charitable 

ſort. Let the cauſe be made no worle then it is. For my part, 

I deſire no'more then euery Chriſtian ought,namely, that 
the truth of God ſhould carry the preheminence,whatſoe- 

'uer it be. 

And I would to God that (all malice and contention ſer 
apart) all of all parts would grow more charitably affected 
both in their words,and in their writings one towards an- 
other : for {9 would this controuerſie ſooner come to an 
end, and the more ſpeedily bee decided. Others there bee, 
who for that in ſo long time they cannot ſee their defired 
diſcipline and Church-gouernment to be eſtabliſhed, runne 
from our Church,and make a ſchiſme and ſeparation from 

G} | "Vs, 


Note. 
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vs,creting diſcipline by their own authority,condemning 
our Church to be no Church, that they may make their de- 
teſtable Schiſme the more allowable : theſe are the Brow- 
niſts and Barowiſts, who will not ſtay the chiefe Magi- 
ſtrates pleaſure for the eſtabliſhing thereof, nor yer allow 
vnto vs any Church in England, but themſelues, But th 
(for againſt them I deale) and you muſt vnderſtand, that a 
Church may be,yea a true Church may be and is,though it 
haue neicher Elders,nor Deacons, nor Diſcipline in it. For 
wee reade in AQts 2. verſ. 41. 42. enofen aſſembly of 
p_ at Ieruſalem, that receiued the word of God and 
elecued, and which are expreſly called a Church,(and 
who can or dare deny them to be the true Church of God, 
ſith the holy Ghoſt doth ſo teſtifie of them?)and yer at that 
time no Deacons were choſcn,nor confiſtories of Elders c- 
re&ted.For they were not erected till afterward. And there- 
fore a true Church of God mzy bee, though as yet it haue 
not theſe; for this deſired diſcipline is not an effential part 
of the Church: for it doth reſemble the wall of a City,or an 
hedge or ditch about a vineyard; and it is a city though the 
wall be wanting, and it is a vineyard,though the nk or 
ditch be witingathough ſo much the leſſe © riified I grant, 
In as much therfore as we haue the preaching of Gods hol 
word,& the right adminiſtration of the ax Anne 
bee the efſentiall markes of the true Church) none ought 
to forſake our Church for any other defeR, corruption, or 
imperfeCtion. For there may be corruptions both in do- 
tine and diſcipline ſome, and yet the Church where they 
bee,the true Church of God, Admit(if they will) that Mi- 
niſters in the Church of England bee not rightly created 
and brought into the Church ; will they therefore count 
they beno Miniſters? By as good an argument they may 
fay,that he that is brought & borne into the world, not ac- 
cording tothe right courſe or order of nature, but otherwiſe 
(as by ripping oft his mothers belly )is no man : for the one 
commeth vnorderly into the world,as the other d&th into 
the Church, Iam fure the corrupt ordination of a Miniſter 
doth not prouc himto bec no Miniſter : neither doth any 
other 


Gods eArrow againſt Atheiſts, 103 

other corruption in our Church take away the life and be- 

ing of a Church: for if a man be diſeaſed and full of corrup.. 

tions,will any man therefore ſay he is no man?They lay we 

do not only want the right diſcipline,but we haue alſo pur 

a wrong diſcipline in the place therof.But what of this?The Note. 

error then I confefle is great, but yet not ſuch as doth make 

a nullicy of our Church, ſo long as it holdeth Chriſt Telus 

the life and ſoule of the Church,and is ready to reforme her 

error, whenſoeucr by good proofe it ſhal be manifeſted yn- 

to her. In the meane time their argument is nothing worth: 

for if a man loſe a _ arme, yet none will deny him to 

be a man for all this blemiſh or defect; yea,though heput a 

wodden leg in ſtead ofhis leg which he wanteth,yert be re. ASimile, 

maineth a man ſtill;becauſe his principal parts remaine. $0 

though we want that diſcipline, yet we haue the Principall 

parts of the Church, namely, the right preaching of the 

word of God and adminiſtration of Sacraments,and there- 

fore a true Church of God vndoubtedly. And if we haue a 

true Church,though nor a perfe&t Church,let the Browniſts 

and Barowiſts conſider from whence they are fallen : for if 

the Church of Chriſt bee the body of Chriſt, as S. Paw/ af- 

firmerhgwhat do they elſe but by their Schiſme and ſepara- 

tion, rent themſclues from the body of Chriſt? and then let 

them remember whoſe members they be, vntill they be re- 

vnited.I et them no longer for ſhame, charge our Church 

with Idolatry, except they were better able to prooue ir, 

which.neither they nor al the world ſhal do.To {20 they 

ſay)thart a ſer forme of Prayer vſed in the Church,& exhibi 

ted ynto God, the prayer being framed according tothe 

rule of Gods word,is Idolatry;is detceſtable.For by as good 

reaſon they anay condemne all prayer made to God by the 

Preacher or Paſtor of the congregation; which they will 

not doe : and beſides, all the reformed Churches in Chri- 

Rendome haue a ſet forme of publique prayers for publike 

meetings and congregations, 

They ſay that wee obſerue Saints dayes, and dedicate 

Churches vnto them : but they ſhould ſhew that wee doe 

theſe things in honour of the Saints, elſe haue they no = 
on 
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ſon to charge our Church with idolatrie (as wickedly th 
doe) for the ſtatute it ſelfe doth expreſle, that our (. hank 
doth call them Holy-daies, not for the Saints fake, but for 
© _.. the holy exerciſes vied ypon them in the publike aſſemblies, 
® Againe,rrue it i5,that diuers Churches amongſt vs are cal- 
led by the names of thoſe Saints they are dedicated vnto : 
but to {ay therfore we doe dedicate Churches vnto them, js 
very ridiculous. For when we call Saint Peters Church, or 
Saint Pars Church,itis but to diſtinguiſh them from other 
Churches by their names. In Athens there was a place 
which bare the name of Mars,andS.Zzke in Att.17.calleth 
it Mars-ſtreet : will any mantherefore bee ſo fooliſh, or ſo 
fond,as to ſay therfore he committed Idolatry,or that ther- 
fore he dedicatcd that place to that heathen god of batrell? 
None Ithinke will be {o wicked or abſurd. 
Moreouer, it is true that wee obſeruefaſting daics : but 
therein wee obſerue no Romith faſts, norplace therein the 
worſhip of God, nor the remiſſion of our fins, nor the me- 
rit of eternal life(as the Papiſts do.) But the politike lawes 
of this land, which appoint that men ſhall not eate fleſh vp- 
on certaine daies,do it in reſpect of the Commonwealth, as 
to maintaine Nauigation ſo much the better,and for ſpare 
of the breed of young -attell;appointing moreouer apenal= 
tie for ſuch as ſhall rak-: the daies to be Sſerucd, as merito- 
rious Romiſh faſts, + 
I therefore wiſh them to ceaſe their ſlander againſt this 
Church, and to ceaſe their damnable ſchiſme, ns, to be re-. 
conciled to that Church of ours, from whence they. haue 
fooliſhly departed : for how imperfe& a Church ſocuer ir 
bee (whoſe imperfeQions God cure in his good*time), yet 
ſhall they neuer be able to ſhew otherwiſe, but that the 
Church of England is the true Church of God, 
from ov it is vtrerly vnlawful to make 
a ſeparation. God forgiue vs 
Fl reconcile . vnto 0% 
him. Amen, 


FINIS. 


